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Afghan opposition 
repulses Taliban attack 

US caUs for poMtical solution of conflict 



M-AMi\BAD: Afghanistan's northern- 
based opposition said Sunday it re- 
pulsed a|^^edut^^'^^ 
a iTOilhcin p wvince; Idfl^ erf 
is(Aiias<rfthfemiStia. 

llie Mban attacked the district 
Toupzar, in norths Jos^ inxyvince, 
280 kilometm northwest the csq^i- 
tal Kabul, Saturday, Hussain Anwari, 
an opposition {^x^keanan tok! the AP 
by telephone from the war-ravaged 
country 

The Taliban, backed by heavy ar- 
tillery, tried to advance toward 
Toupzar, but were forced to retreat 
after a seven-hour battle, he said. 
Fighter planes belon^ng to the Tal- 
iban also bombed oppodtion posi- 
tions, but failed to inflict any nujor 
loss, he said The lUliban 1^ at least 
28 bodies on the battiefidd as t}^ te- 
treated, Anwari said But ^Kve no de- 
tails of the oppo^on casualties. 

There was no immediate comment 
from the Tsdiban, who are tiying to re- 
capture the area since they lost it to 
the (H)position last month. Anwari said 
several Taliban were also taken pris- 
.oners.--AP 

NNI adds: Meanwhile, the US has 
urged the Afghan warring fecttons to 
end war and &k1 a political sohxtion to 
the Afghan confUct 

The US State Department 
spokesman, James Rubin, in a state- 



ment, also called gn the Taliban and 
their opponents to establish such a 
representatiy<» govbrran^ couW 
reoMistruct their ruined 

Tte stEdem^iak!, 
de^ly concerned over the humanitar- 
ian crisis in northern Afghanistan 
if»*ere the war has rendered 65,000 
people h(Hndess ^o have taken shel- 
ter in the opposition's held controlled 
Parushir valley 

The winter is fast approaching and 
these people are faced with food and 
shelter shortage. The statement said 
the US has joined hands with interna- 
tional conununity to check human 
tragedy and has pledged aid worth 
$575,000 saying the aid may rise to 
over one millkm dollars. 

However, the statement said these 
funds would be useless if the warring 
factions particularly the Taliban who 
hold vast area of the country do not 
cooperate. According to the state- 
ment, the military policies of the Tal- 
iban have made the Afghans to mi- 
grate to other areas and become 
refugees in their own country 

Tht statement also sought the co- 
operation of foreign countries partic- 
ularly Pakistan which has influence 
over the Taliban to extend coopera- 
tion for provision of rdief supplies to 
the deserving people in the war-rav- 
aged Afghan^tan. 



Afghan Opposition Closing 
in on Mazar-e-Sharif 



TEHRAN (NNI>-Afghan opposition 
has advancing towards the strategic 
Mazar-e-Sharif city in northern Af- 
ghanistan after blocking Bamyan- 
Mazar-e-Sharif road» reports Radio 
Tehran. 

Fighting between the Taliban and 
United Front forces is continuing in 
eastern mountains of Samangon prov- 
ince in northern Afghanistan. 

The spokesman of the Afghan oppo- 
sition United Front told IRNA news 
agency that the Front forces are advanc- 
ing in Dara-e-Soof and Balkhad area. 



He said that the gradual advance of 
the Front forces has blocked Bamyan 
mountains route to Mazar-e-Sharif used 
by the Taliban. The spokesman added 
tliat the Front forces have captured Spi- 
na Ghudai in Samangon province and 
have reached further close to Mazar-e- 
Sharif. 

Meanwhile, observer who have vis- 
ited the north of Takhar following the 
withdrawal of the Taliban have said that 
Taliban have burnt alive a number of 
people besides setting their houses 
ablaze, the radio said. 



Opposition kills 
40 Taliban in 
bitter fighting 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's op- 
position forcei claimed . Monday they 
had killed 40 Taliban soldiers and cap- 
tured another 50 as prisoners in an at- 
tack on a northern town. 

Mohammad Mul]»i^, a s^oroppo- 
siticm spokesmariisaid anti-Tkiiban sol- 
diers captured Aibak, the provincial 
centre of northern Samangan province, 
late Sunday but retreated to avoid ci- 
vilian casualties. 

Oi^sition fighters, tesed in 
istan's northeast, have been holding out 
against the ruling Taliban regime. 

*Our forces entered the city, but set 
back after delivering deadly blows to 
the Taliban/ Muhaqeq said, speaking 
by satellite telephone from northern 
Afghanistan. V 

Opposition soldiers still occupy the 
nearby hills and are just five kilometers 
fix)m Aibak, he said. 

The main northern highway between 
Balkh and Baghlan provinces, which 
runs through Aibak, is within gun range 
of the opposition, he said. 

The Taliban militia overran ncMthem 
and central Afghanistan last summe 
but failed to flush out some opposition 

pockets of resistance in Samangan and 
adjacent Sar-i-Pul provinces. 

The northem^based opposition has 
used these pads to launch hit and run 
strikes against the Taliban soliers and 
so have secured most of the relatively 
rich northern areas. The anti-Taliban al- 
liance mostly consists of forces loyal 
to ex-defence minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood, supporters of the Hezb-i-Wah- 
dat and some other Mujahideen parties 
which fought against Russians in 1980s. 
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25 die in Taliban 
bombings 

KABUL, Nov 18: Some 25 people 
were killed and scores wounded 
when Taliban jets carried out sev- 
eral bombing raids over the oppcm- 
tion's Panjsher valley stronghold 
on Thursday, independent sources 
said. 

Aid agencies workmg in the val- 
ley said a Taliban jet dropped two 
cluster bombs on Bazarak area in 
the opposition bastion. 
• **One of the bombs hit a school 
wh^e the internally displaced peo- 
ple from Shamali (near Kabul) 
have settled, killing 24 including 
women and children, besides a 
local,** a Western aid agency said. 

Scores of others were injured, 
the agency told AFP. The agency 
said the bombed school acconmio- 
dated at least 700 displaced pec^le. 

"The second bomb hit a local 
bazaar and wounded at least 10 
people,'* it said by satellite tele- 
phone from the valley, which is the 
military base of Ahmad Shah 
Masood— AFP 
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Reshaping Afghan policy 
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NOW that the Naaonal Security 
Council is in place it should be in 
the process of redefining some of 
the policies made by the previous 
governments to see if continuing with them 
would sUIl be in our national interest One 
such area which needs looking into, is Pak- 
istan's policy towards our northwestern 
neighbour. 

There was a time when we were playing 
the role of a kingmaker in Afghanistan. Mo- 
jeddedi, Rabbani, Hikmetyar, Dostum all 
were tried, but neither of them could bring 
about the much needed peace and stability 
in that unfortunate land.^ Islamabad then 
put all its eggs in the Taliban basket, in the 
hope that they would at last have a friendly 
regime in Kabul, which would allow them 
access to the Muslim republics of Central 
Asia. It also has not worked. 

During the final years of the Afghan 
jihad Pakistan succeeded in cobbling up an 
Afghan interim government but did not 
recognise it. Some Afghan watchers had 
Uien said that if Pakistan had done so oth- 
ers would have followed. This time round 
we did recognise the Taliban regime, but 
without ascertaining the views of other na- 
tions. The result was that only two other 
countries did so. They too have dL^ced 
themselves from the ultra-conservative 
regime, when Ameerul Momineen Mulla 
Omar did not agree to some of their re- 
quests. 

The extremist views of the Taliban have 
alienated them from the rest of the world, 
including the Mu^ ummak Harbouring 
of exiles and militants from other countries, 
who are allegedly involved in acts of ter- 
rorism around the world, have given the 
Taliban regime a bad name. Pakistan's 
close attachment with the present rulers in 
Kabul has contributed to its imi^e being 
tarnished by the same brush. 

Pakistan, today, is totally isolated as far 
as its policy towards Afghanistan is con- 
cerned. The credential committee of the 
United Nations has once again r^ected the 
Taliban's claim to become a member of the 
United Nations. It still recognises the 
ousted Rabbani regime as the lawful head 
of Afghanistan even though it controls only 
10 per cent of its own country. But control 
of territory is not the only criterion for ac- 
ceptance by the world bocfer. Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk did not have even a few 
square kilometers of Kampuchia under his 
sway but even then his Democratic Kam- 
puchis retained its seat in the United Na- 
tions. 

During the days of Bienazir's second 
term the Afghan policy was adrift Different 
state organs were following their own 
agenda in Afghanistan. Her interior nunis- 
ter, being an army aviation pilot himself, 



in off oji% solo fi^ He became so 
directly involved in the emergence of the 
indent militia that the Taliban began to be 
known as Babin's baby. The ISI continued 
on ts own path, tlespite the fact that it was 
leading to diff^mt objecthre, forcing the 
prime minister t<f replace ^e DG ISI with a 
more pliable r^ed general. 

The Foreign Office had become a by- 
stander. It did be^ to play a positive role 
in the negotiations on Afghanistan in the 
tm\m of the previous government. A slight 
shift was noticed in Pakistan's foreign pol- 
icy vfhen it begin talking about the for 
a broad-based government tn Kabul. Gen- 
eral Musharraf, in his recent interview witii 
the international news channel C^, has in- 
dies^ that he favours a more representa* 
tive government in Afghanistan, which is 
what the UN and other nations want to see. 
The Foreign Office should now impress 
upon the clerics in Afghanistan, in no un- 
certain tenns, that their land-locked coun- 
try, wedged in between six other states, 
cannot ignore the concerns of its neigh- 
bours nor those of its donors. 

Three groups are struggling for power 
in Afghanistan today. The first of these, and 
the most significant, is the Taliban and the 
several factions which make up the North- 
em Alliance. The second group comprises 
the six neighbours of Afghai^tan, which 
are keen to protect, preserve and prcmu^ 
their respective^ naUonal mterest in that 
war-ravaged bnf The third group is that of 
the two nugor powers— Russia and the 
United States who created the Afghanistan 
problem in the jSrst place. 

The militajry r^ime must continue to 
try and dbnvince Mullah Omar and 
Rabbani ,that seeking a niilitary solu- 
tion is not tiie afeswer. Only peaceful nego- 
tiations, wheresin compromises will have to 
be made would„f)ring about the much de- 
sired peace an(i stability to their coun^. 

The Six-plus-Two meetings have so 
far succeeded in ending the conflict but it 
still remains the best way of accommod^* 
ing ike interest of all the parties concerned. 
The Afghan leadership should be told timt 
if they do n<^ accept the proposals, which 
have been made by nations directly in- 
volved in the Afghanistan situation, they 
should not esqpeci, Pakistan to continue to 
advocate their cause. 

Although we should not follow the Ira- 
nian in forcing the refugees to go back to 
Afi^ianistan, greater effort is needed to per- 
suade the 1,5 million Afghan r^ugees, still 
taking shelter iii Pakistan, to return to their 
country. Tht UN should be asked to set up 
refugee camps in and around Khost, Jalal- 
abad and Qartdahar rather than in Pe- 
shawar and Quetta and the responsibility 
of looking after them should shift ^aduaUy 
to the Taliban regime. These Afghan na- 
tionals should join the other internal 



09 NOV tS# 

reftigees in their own land. 

The Durand line is an international bor- 
der between two independent countries and 
should be treated as such. At present 
Afghans by the thousands are roaming 
freely all over Pakistan enga^ in gainful 
activity at tlie cost of local residents. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of Afghan Taiibs are 
studying hi Pakistani madaris without any 
legal documents. Hundreds of Pakistani 
students, at these religious schools, are 
lured into Afghanis to seek martyrdom. 
Little or no check is exercised on their ille- 
gal movement across and international 
border. 

Pakistan should try and persuade the 
Taliban reghne to temper theur hiterpreta- 
tion of Islam if they are seeking hitema- 
tional assistance and international recogni- 
tion of their regime by the international 
community. Our leadership must mfluence 
the Taliban, rather than being influenced by 
them. Wth a more forward looking gov- 
ernment in place it hoped that a check will 
be exercised on those who want to impose 
the Taliban version of Islam in the country. 

'nie civil war in Afghanistan has created 
se'curity dilemmas for Pakistan, the most 
serious of which is the proliferation of 
weapons. With fighting still raging in 
Afghanistan w^ipons are fi-eely available to 
all and sundry, lliese are publicly displayed 
at political rallies, religious congregations 
and private functions. Politicians, feudal 
lords, religious leaders join terrorists, rob- 
bers and dacoits in carrying weapons 
brazenly. Serious efforts must be by the 
present government to disarm these anti- 
social dem^its. The police have to be more 
vigilant and punishment for carrying unli- 
cenced we£q;»ons must be heavy and given 
withoi^mudi delay. 

The Taliban do have the right to estab- 
lish military trailing camps for their own 
militia wherever they like in areas con- 
trolled by them. Mullah Omar must see to 
it that Pakistani citizens are not behig 
trained there, nor should the Af i^ians be al- 
lowed to engage in activities harmful to 
Pakistan. Those deeni madaris in Pak- 
istan, which are mvolved in sending Pak- 
istanis to fight along^de the Taliban, must 
be dosed. . 

Similarly poppy cultivation in 
A^ghani^ is an issue between the Taliban 
and the United Nations drug control organ- 
isatum. But ^e narcotics control agencies 
in Pakistan rou^ become more effective in 
controlling the flow of drugs from 
Afghanistan to the outside world through 
Pakistan. The recent clash between Pak- 
istani drug peddlers and the Iranian police, 
in which 50 persons were killed, hi^ilights 
the enormity of the problem. 

Pakistan must give up its conciliatory 
approach towards the Taliban and follow a 
more pragmatic policy which should be 
more in keeping with its national interest. 
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Taliban make Oiial appeal 
to UN against sanctions 




KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban militia made a final appeal 
to the United Nations on Saturday not 
to impose sanctions on the war-torn 
nation. 

The UN Security Council was due to 
bring in sanctions against the Taliban 
from Sunday for failing to hand over 
indicted terrorist Osama bin Laden. 

In its main morning commentary 
Radio Shariat, the militia's mouth- 
piece, said Afghanistan needed reha- 
bilitation not economic restrictions. 

'The UN. which calls itself the ujf}- 
holder of world peace and stability and 
supporter of weaknations, should re- 
vise its Afghan policy and its eco- 
nomic restrictions,' the station said, 
adopting a more conciliatory tone than 
usual. 

'Economic pressures will result in 
nothing but further suffering of the 
people.' 

The sanctions would prevent Taliban- 
controlled Ariana Afghan Airlines 
from landing or taking off overseas 
and mean the freezing of Taliban 
accounts abroad. 

But the Islamic militia still refuses to 
hand over bin Laden, who has been 
charged in the United States with the 
b^bings of die US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania in August last year in 
which 224 people died. 
. *We will not hand over Osama bin 
Laden to the US because we do not 
have an extradition treaty and nor does 
the US recognise our government,' 
Taliban foreign minister Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakel told AFP. 

'We Will not expel Osama against his 
will. He is innocent as far as we know,' 
he said by satellite telephone from his 
base in Kandahar, southern Afghani- 
stan. 

There have been large demonstra- 
tions against the United Nations in cit- 
ies across Afghanistan and the nearby 
Pakistani capital Islamabad was Fri- 
day rocked by six bomb blasts, t^- 
geted at US and UN buildings. 

Aid agencies here have exprefsed 
serious concern the sanctions would 
worsen conditions for the already vul- 
nerable population as Afghanistan's 
harsh winter approaches. 

Mutawakel said foreigners working 
in the country would be protected. 

Radio Shariat said the international 
community should have helped rebuild 
the country after ^e 10-year Soviet 
occupation of the 1980s. 

'Instead they poured salt on our 
wounds. A proof of this is the behav- 
iour of the security council and the US 
government,' it said. 

The Taliban, with its strict intei^- 
tation of Islamic Sharia law, rules more 




KABUL: A mother sits beside her child in the children's ward of a 

Kabul hospital. Afghanrstatf » war-ravaged people fear UnKed 
Nations sanctions will push them further into poverty with winter 
fast approaching anc| the prices of food and medicine soaring in 

• street market8.-AFP • 



than 80 per cent of the cpuntry while 
nortfiem-based opposition, groups hold 
a small slice in the northeast. 

Dr. Abdullah , a senior spokesman 
for opposition leader and former de- 
fence minister Ahmad Shah 
Masood, welcomed the sanctions 
and said they would not affect the 
local population. 

'They are directed only against the 
Ariana flights and the Taliban bank 
accounts. These are limited sanctions, 
which do not include humanitarian aid,' 
he said speaking by satellite telephoiKS 
from the north. 

But he predicted the United Nations 
might toughen its restrictions if the 
Taliban still refused to hand over bin 



Laden. 

In Kabul, the security situation has 
been increasingly uneasy. A car be- 
longing to a senior Taliban official was 
blown op outside the city's main 
mosque on Friday, killing the of ficial ' s 
driver. 

The UN and othelr^ agencies have 
stepped up their own seciuity and are 
keeping a low profile. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
appealed to the Taliban to ensure the 
protection of his staff in the country. 

Annan appealed 'to all concerned, 
especially the Taliban authorities, to 
guarantee the safety and well-being of 
all United Nations personnel,' said UN 
spokesman Fred Eckhard. 
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Rewriting the rules of the Great 

Game-II 

TaUbanization? 



I istorically, Afghanistan 
was a deeply conserva- 

1 tive Muslim country wha% 

sharia, as interpreted by Afghan 
tribal custom, prevailed for centu- 
lies. But the Islam traditionally 
practiced in Afghanistan was also 
immensely tolerant of other Mus- 
lim sects, other religions, and dif- 
ferent lifestyles. Until 1992, Hin- . 
dus, Sikhs, and Jews all played a 
significant role in the country's 
bazaar economy and sectarianism 
was not an issue. . 

Since 1992, however, the bloody 
civil war has destroyed this toler- 
ance, setting sects and ethnic groups 
against one another in a way for- 
merly unimaginable. The onceruni- 
fying factor of Islam has become a 
lethal weapon in the hands of ex- 
tremists and a force for division 
and fragmentation. Ninety percent 
of Afghans are Sunni Muslims, al- 
though Shiites predominate among 
the Hazaras and some Tajik clans 
settled in central Afghanistan.\ 
- . Traditional Islam in Afghanistan 
believed in minimum government 
with as little state interference as 
possible. Another key factor cout 
tributing to Afghan tolerance was^ 
the enormops popularity of Sufism, 
a mystical and undogmatic branch 
of Islam. 

Before the Taliban arrived, none 
of Islam's extreme orthodox sects, 
such as the conservative Wahhabis 
from Saudi Arabia, had ever found 
a home in Afghanistan. But the 
" Taliban emerjg^ at a critical ji!inc- 
ture, as the country was fractured 
''by warlords, Pushtuii hegemony^ 
dissipated, and an ideological' 
vacuum grew within the Islamist; 
movement. 

The Taliban began as reformers, 
following a well-worn tradition in 
Muslim history based on the famil- 
iar notion of Jehad or holy war 
against infidels. Jehad, however, 
does not sanction the killing of 
fellow Muslims on the basis of 
ethnicity or sect. Yet the Taliban 
has used it to do just that. Hiis 
appalls non-Pushtuns, who accuse 
the Taliban of using jehad as a 
cover to exterminate them. 

The Taliban's anomalous inter- 
' pretation of Islam emerged from 
an extreme and perverse interpre- 
tation of Deobandism, preached by 
Pakistani mullahs in Afghan refu- 
gee camps. Deobandism, a branch 
of Sunni Islam, arose in British 
India as a reform movement that 
aimed to regenerate Muslim soci- 
ety as it struggled to live within the 
confmes of a colonised state. The 



Ahmed 

Deobandis sought to harmonize clas- 
sical Islamic texts with current re- 
alities, an aim the Taliban have 
ignored. 

Early on, a few Deobandi 
madrasahs were established in Af- 
ghanistan, but they were not hugely 
popular. They were more success- 
ful in Pakistan, however. Pakistani 
Deobandis set up a political party, 
the Jamiat-ul-Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), 
with a strong anti-American stance. 
During the war against the Soviets, 
the few Deobandi Afghan groups 
that then existed were ignored. 
Across the border, howeve;n fte 
JUI used the war to set up hundreds 
of madrasahs in Pakistan's Pu^htun 
belt, offering Afghan refugees and 
young Pakistanis free education, 
food, shelter, and military trailing. 
These Deobandi mA^rosa^, how- 
ever, were run by barely literate 
mullahs untutored in the original 
reformist Deobandi agenda. Saudi 
funds and scholarships lnx>ug^t them 
closer to ultraconservative 
Wahhabism. 

Still, the JUI remained politically 
isolated until Pakistan's 1993 elecr 
tions, when it allied itself with the 
victorious Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto, becoming a part of her rul- 
ing coalition,* For the first tinie the 
Jin gained access to the corridors 
of power, establishing close links . 
with the army, the Inter-Services 
Intelligence Agency (ISI), and the 
Interior Ministry. In 1996 tbeTaliban 
handed control of training camps 
in Afghanistan over to JUI fac- 
tions, thus enhancing their image 
among the new generation of Paki- 
stani and Arab militants who stud- 
led there. 

The JUI and its many breakaway 
factions have become the main re- 
cruiters of Pakistani and foreign 
students to fight for the Taliban. 
Between 1994 and 1999, an esti- 
mated 80,000 to 100,000 Pakista- 
nis trained and fought in Afghani- 
stan. These battle-hardened mili- 
tants now gravely threaten Paki- 
stan's own stability, and the sup- 
port the Taliban receives from Pa- 
kistan's Deobandi network, .quite 
separate from military supplies it 
gets from the government, ensures 
even greater Taliban penetration 



Rashid 

into Pakistani society. 

The joint venture between the 
Taliban and the JUI has become an 
ever-expending enterprise, seeking 
, new markets in Central Asia and 
beyond. The Taliban may have de- 
based Deobandi traditions, but in 
doing so they have promot^ a new 
radical model for Islainist revolu- 
tion. Unlike theirpredecessors, die 
Taliban have little biowledge of 
Islamic and Afghan history, o&Aana 
or the Quran. Their exposure to the j 
radical Islamic debate around the i 
world is minimal; indeed, tbcy are 
so rigid in their beliefs that they! 
; admit no discussion. , 

TheTaliban'spuristideologyand - 
the Pakistani recruite it has nur- 
tured have had immense cross-bor- 
der repercussions in Pakistan. An 
already fragile nation in the midst 
of an identity crisis, economic 
nieltdown, ethnic and sectarian di- 
vision, and suffering under a rapa- 
cious ruling elite unable to provide 
good governance, Pakistan could 
easily be submerged by a new Is- 
lamist wave - one led not by estab- 
lished, more mature Islamist par- 
ties but by neo-Talib^n groups. 

By 1998, such neo-Taliban par- 
tiisis had become a major influence 
in the Pakistani provinces of 
'Balochistan and the North West 
Frontier Province. In those regions, 
they had begun banning television 
and videos, imposing sharia pun- 
ishments such as stoning and am- 
putation, assassinating Pakistani 
Shiites, and forcing women to adopt 
Uie restrictive Taliban dress code. 
•TTieir influence is ridWstarting to 
creep outride the Puiiiitun belt to 
Punjab and Sindh. Of the 6,000- 
8,000 Pakistani militants who joined 
the Taliban for their July 1999 of- 
fensive against the Northern Alli- 
anpe, the majority were, for the 
first time, not Pushtuns but Punjabis. 
The Pakistani government's sup- 
port for the Taliban is thus coming 
back to haunt it, even as Pakistan's 
leaders remain oblivious of the dan- 
ger and continue their support. 

The contradictions in Pakistan's 
Afghan policy have become even 
more acute due to the support given 
to the Taliban by two extremist JUI 
splinter groups, the Sipah-Sahaba 
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Pakistan and the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi. 
Both groups have killed hundred 
of Pakistani Shiites and allegedly 
twice tried to assassinate Prime 
Minister MuhammadNawazSharif. 

When Sharif responded with a 
crackdown against them in Punjab, 
their leaders took refuge in Kabul 
and came under Taliban protec- 
tion, the same Taliban still backed 
by Islamabad. 

: Pakistan believes that a Taliban- 
contiolled Afghanistan will be an 
ally and give its army strategic depth 
ill its ongoing conflict with India. 
In particular, Islamabad considers 
support for the Taliban necessary 
because of its dispute with India 
over Kashmir. The Taliban, 
Deobandi groups in Pakistan, and 
bin Laden' s terrorist network have 
all given major support to Kashmiri 
insurgents resisting New Delhi's 
control of Indian Kashmir. 
Islamabad, therefore, cannot drop 
its support for them without affect- 
ing the Kashmir cause it espouses. 

Yet the increasing Islamisation 
of the Kashmiri struggle has un- 
dermined both the Kashmiris o^n 
demand for self-determfiiation frc^ 
India and Pakistan's bid to win 
international mediation of the dis- 
; pute. The Kashmiri independence 
moveinent is losing world sympa- 
thy "as more and more Pakistani 
and Arab recruits join the fight and 
turn it into a Taliban jehad. The 
longer this goes on, the less chance 
their will be that the territorial dis- 
pute will ever be peacefully rt^ 
solved. Day by day, the danger 
grows for Pakistan, Kashmir and 
■India itself. 

With their porous borders, weak' 
sectiiiQr ajpparatuses, and crisis-tom 
. econooiies, the five former Soviet- 
Central Asian republics -i 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan - 
have every reason to fear the tm-' 
moil emanating from Afghanistan. ) 
The threats include the flow of drugs 
and weapons and a possible flooid 
of refugees if the Northern Alii-' 
ance is defeated. . S 
' But Central Asia's leaders, who 
have not changed since the Soviet, 
era, are growing increasingly au- 
thoritarian. Their rigged elections) 
and restrictions on political parties 
nave undermined democratic al-i 
tematives, leaving underground Is- ^ 
lamist movements as the only po- ' 
litical opposition. Widespread pov*v 
arty and unemployment provide a ^ 
fertile recruiting base for young i 
militants. ' 

(to be concluded^ 




Sanctions on Afghanistan: 




& cruel 



By Dr S. M. Koreshi 




>m 14th November, under a UN Security Coun 
cil Resolution, sponsored by America, sane 
dons have been imposed on Afghanistan. US 
has demanded that Afghanistan hand over Usama Bin 
La<ien for trial in America for what the Americans 
allege is his involvement in the terrorist attack on US 
embassies in Nairobi, Kenya and Dar us ^Salaam, 
Tanzania. The sanctions are to continue till Usama is 
handed over by Afghanistan. To USA Taliban have 
again reiterated their readiness to talks on this matter, 
and'offered to let a mixed tribunal of Islamic jurists 
(Dianas) to try Usama on the charges American may 
bring against him. Nonetheless US is adamant that 
Usama be handed over to America for a trial in US. To 
have its demand implemented US went to the UN 
Security Council, where what it says goes. 

Under these sanctions Afghanistan will be isolated, 
or virtually blockaded. Its commercial, trade, travel 
aiid{K>stal links with outside worid will be served. All 
accounts of Afghanistan in foreign banks every where 
will be frozen. This means that hundreds of thousands 
of Afghans living and working abroad, in Australia, 
Gulf, Europe, etc. will be unable to send money to 
theirfemilies. They cannot send letters or telegrams to 
Afghanistan or receive news from Afghanistan. Simi- 
lariy, international flights by planes owned or leased 
by tfie Taliban have been banned. More than 300,000 
Afighans in the Gulf will be affected by the ban on 
Afghan national airline Araiana. Its three outdated 
727 Boeings hardly meet its operational expenses on 

< international flights. It was sued to take medicines, 
J food, and clothes to Afghanistan, In certain cases it 

was also making special flights to Jalalabad. It was 
, also taking the dead bodies of Afghan frfee of charge 
' back home from Gulf. 

{ Afghanistan is a very poor war torn country. Pov- 
erty is grinding the masses, partly due to American- 

j Russian clash in the 80s. Yet in their wisdom, discard- 
ing all human values, the masters of the world have 

{ decided to starve them further, just because US will is 
supreme. Afghanistan was not such a poor country 

I before the Civil War started, after the Americans 
pulled out from the Afghan War as long as it served 

<theif interest in bleeding the Soviets white in the over 
one decade war. With the imposition of the sanctions 

< Afghan people will be hard hit. Already as the date for 
the sanctions neared, the price of bread in Kabul alone 
(dcaibled. It is likely to go up and up further, as the time 

passes by . These sanctions will break the back of the 
<cbininK>n man in Afghanistan. It was therefore diffi- 
, cult to understand how Madame Madeline Albright 
said that **We have nothing against the Afghan peo- 
plcr by imposing the sanctions. She was replying to 
Muila Umar's letter to the American people warning 

< them that if the sanctions are applied they can face 
situation which they would be unable to bear. 

{ It will be recalled that one year ago US had fired 
Cruise missiles on suspected Usama' s "hide out*' but 
^ failed to kill him. Ever since then US had after Usama 
for the alleged crimes. Afghanistan proposed that 
^ Usama stand trial in a neutral court where US may 
prove its charges. While considering US, the Security 



Council did not call Taliban regime to state its side of 
the case and submit to the Council its proposal for the 
trial by a neutral court, although it has been the 
practice in the UN thai even those parties which are 
not represented in the UN are asked to present their 
case. It is also a well established principle of natural 
justice that no one is to be judged without a hearing, 
but regrettably in this case the Security Council disre- 
garded this well established principle of fairness and 
Justice. Surprisingly, Security Council members from 
Third World or Muslim countries raised no such 
objection. 

Furthermore, it is also a principle of natural law that 
the accusing party cannot be the prosecutor and judge 
at the same time. A fair trial has to be by neutral jurists. 
Afghanistan's proposal that a tribunal of Islamic ju- 
rists hold the trial was al.no not considered worthy of 
consideration since Islamic law in the view of West- 
em countries is no law. These upholders of law vio- 
lated the basics of ju.<itice. It is unfortunate that under 
Unipower sy.stem in the UN, Security Council has 
become an instrument of big powers and ceased to 
safeguard interest of smaller powers and ensure jus- 
tice to them. Continued brutalities in Kashmir by 
Indian troops go unchallenged Ahd for the sake of 
American demand to take one person for trial on the 
charges of terrorism an entire country can be pun- 
ished. 

The result is that today Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya, 
Sudan are under UN sanctions, is it a coincidence that 
all these countries are Muslim. No body bothers if 
thousands of Iraqi children are dying of lack of medi- 
cines, etc. due to these "sanctions'' : But sad as it is the 
OIC does not bother. Now the Afghans will suffer the 
consequences of America's global policy being im- 
plemented under the name of UN Security Council 
sanctions. 

One wonders whether USA is after Usama Bin 
Laden or after the Taliban because it does not approve 
of the Islamic Government Taliban have established 
in Afghanistan. It i$ perhaps the first case of its kind in 
world history, not during empires and kingships but in 
modem history, where for the sake of getting one 
person a whole country is being put under highly 
painful sanctions which will obviously hit the poorest 
man of a country which has become extremely poor 
because it was made a theatre of war between the USA 
and USSR. 

However, the effect of these sanctions will be very 
grave on Pakistan. As famine spreads in Afghanistan, 
medicines disappear, and all links with the world are 
cut, there will be an exodus of Afghans to Pakistan 
once again. It will be very difficult for Pakistan to 
reject or to cooperate with the sanctions. It is quite 
obvious that if the Taliban are destabilized, it will be 
a help to install the Northern Alliance in their place 
and that would mean reinstalling a pro-India and pro- 
Russia regime in Afghanistan which will be hostile to 
Pakistan. Pakistan will be once again encircled by 
hostile powers. Nor Pakistan can close its over two 
thousand five hundred long border with Afghanistan, 
for which Pakistan can be pressurized by USA under 
the name of UN. It is a very serious position for 
Pakistan and would require careful balancing of its 
interests with the pressures from UN which is the 



same thing nowadays as USA. But even cvcn«^l 
million strong army cannot seal the Pak^AfglHa^J 
border as we estimated during the 80s. ^"^il 

Pakistan has been placed in a very serious sitoaf! 
tion. Realistically Pakistan cannot seal its bgrdei-i 
with Afghanistan. UN and US have created not oQ^J 
a political problem for Pakistan but also econoniiev; 
Was it intended that these sanctions also hit Pakis 
Stan. Is it killing two birds with one stone. ♦ ! ' 

It is generally believed that one of the three "agetlf 
cies", RAW, Mbssad, or CIA did the six blasts itt- 
Islamabad, on 1 2 November. They were too expeM^ • 
done, six going off simultaneously, with thorous^: 
planning of all details, and yet ensuring that none-of t 
them was to do any damage to buildings, livesf*0f ! 
properties of UN or US. Obviously the aim wai^ td| 
create justification for the sanctions. "See, in'm^ 
venge for the sanctions to go into effect two days 
later, Usama' s men or Afghans have indulged in thii 
madness" cogent explanation has been given bothtjf : 
Mulla Umar futd Usama's spokesman denying any 
involvement in them. In the bargain Pakistan codd: 
be shown as terrorism filled. Maligning Usama;; 
Taliban, Pakistan, and creating a semblance of justi*; 
fication for the sanctions was the idea. \ ; 

But let us go a step further than highlighting, 
sadistic motives of these sanctions, imposed on the 
country which is poorest, and whose people a^ 
suffering every form of deprivation. Do these big 
white Christian chefs realise what harvest of hatred 
they are sowing for themselves in the Muslim wo|pj|;- 
With Chechnya bleeding, Afghanistan subjecting.!^ 
grinding sadistic sanctions, Iraqis groaning un^r 
the heals of sanctions, Pakistan being insulted, w^a{ 
will be the natural reaction of the Muslims? SaW; 
Churchill: "In defeat defiance" Are Muslims bci^ 
pushed to the wall, and expected to say: *Thank 

you". .r|; 

Let sanity prevail. Too much arrogance of power 
can be counter productive. It is entered into accoums 
ledger of the psyche of a proud people. US shoiild 
agree to enter into a dialogue with Afghanistan (at^r 
all UN is a mere front of US nowadays and no more); 
accept Afghanistan's proposals, and OIC should 
become the Third Party to oversee the ncgotiaticw^i 
and arrange an amicable solution. It is most reg^t 
table that OIC is absent from the scene, in Chechnyaj 
in Afghanistan, in Egypt, in Algeria. It is 0IC4 
responsibility to arrange peace talks between imfi-! 
tants and the establishments, to conclude tmce and 
establish harmony in the Muslim World, and help in 
establishing real representative governments iii 
Muslim countries afflicted with militancy Vio- 
lence is destroying the Muslim world, and tak*. 
ing it away from the much needed reconstruc- 
tion of Muslim societies to meet the challenges 
of the more advanced countries. It is a fact that 
today there are no Muslim "powers" on tl5 
scene. None of them can be a "power" by itsdlj 
It is their brotherhood if not solidarity whf^ 
can be a shield against the exploitation, humili^ 
tions and insults to which they are being subjec^ 
now. This is a political-cultural togetherness whict 
is being suggested here, directed at none, but as as^l 
defen.se mechanism. .{ 





Monitoring Afglianistan 



1 workshop organised recently by the Area 
Study Centre University of Peshawar on 

^ I Afghanistan might have been more of the 

same in the end, but a lot better in essence. As an 
^unstructured* talking forum, it encouraged and 
elicited a serious debate on how to bring the tragic 
20-year-long chronicle of the Afghan crises and 
wars- inter-state and intra-state - finally to a close. 
The main focus of the discussion stayed on Paki- 
stan's own role through the Afghan imbroglio and 
the imperative need to get out of it soonest and 
honourably. A close examination of the issue ex- • 
posed the many errors of judgement committed in 
the process. 

The emerging consensus could be briefly, if not 
literally, sunmied up as follows: 

First: Pakistan remains tod deeply immersed in 
the Afghan vortex to get out of it simply by willing 
it; 

Two: Pakistan has, by and large, followed sort of 
a ix>llcr-coastcr strategy in dealing with the Afghan 
Mujakideen shifting from unqualified support of 
certain groups or individuals to complete alienation; 

Three: Almost total lack of any serious effort 
towards evolving a coordinated (grand) strategy in 
tanctem with Iran - the only other country equitably 
affected by the Afghan imbroglio; 

jpour: Failure to accept the reality of Afghan In- 
terim Government (AIG) under Dr. Najibullah while 
'it lasted (1987 -April 1992); 

Fifth; Overplay of the Afghan as opposed to 
War of Liberation; 

, Sixth; Ziaul Haq*s unqualified support for US*s 
active role and intervention in Afghanistan in pursu- 
'ance of its own anti-Soviet global agenda; 

Seventii: The credibility of Pakistan's own role as 
<a 'failing' state in helping and accomplishing Af- 
ghanistan's peace and reconciliation process; and 
* Finally: The need to strike a balance between 
Islam and realpolitik. These and many other supple- 
<mentaries dominated the two-day proceedings. 

Attended by a cross-section of the Afghan and 
Pakistani intelligentsia, former civil-military offi- 
cials, academics, former and serving intelligence 
^tc^ brass, a number of ex-Afghan Ministers and 
'party-men and journalists, the woricshop achieved 
the maximum it could have, as a brain-storming 
.forum. 

Dr. Azmat Hayat Khan, Director Area Study Cen- 
tre (Russia and Central Asia) acted as the Chairman 
and the moderator. While he would play die tradi- 
tional Parliamentary Speaker, for most part, he 
wouldn't fight shy of throwing in a provocative 
remark here and a caveat there to enliven the discus- 
sion. A thoroughbred proud Pathan, Asmat would 
not let his instinctive sympathy for the Pushmn 
Taliban colour his considered opinion of diem: 
rulers largely unaware of the imperatives of state- 
' craft. 

On the point as to how best could Pakistan help 
Afghanistan the general response was: 'Pakistan 
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first, brotherhood afterwiM-d^'. Only a politically 
stable, econqmically secure, and administratively 
sound Pakistan could act as an effective player in 
the Afghan peace and reconciliation process. Like- 
wise, it could best serve Islam by turning Pakistan 
into a cradle of moderate^ enlightened Islam 
untainted even slightly by the miasma of fanati- 
cism. Pakistan, Afghanistan and Islam would be 
mutually compatible and progressive only dirough 
sustained peace based on enlightened self-interest 
and tolerance, in the true Islamic spirit, above caste 
and colour. 

Pakistan's Afghan strategy came in for animated 
criticism for Mack of dynamism.' Dynamism as 
distinguished from expedient and shifting attitudes 
- swinging from unqualified support of certain 
parties and individuals to sudden withdrawal of 
that support and its extension to ianother rival group 
or individual. 

From Engineer Gulbadin Hikmatyar and Abdul 
Rasul Sayyaf, to Rabbani and Mujaddidi; from 
Abdul Rashid Dostum to Mullah Omar, the su- 
preme leader of the Taliban, had been one unbro- 
ken record of extending all out support to a faction 
yielding place to offering patronage to another. In 
sum, Pakistan is now left practically without de- 
pendable allies or a reliable friend. 

The Peshawar Accord of April 1 992 followed by 
the Islamabad Declaration of 1993 may well be 
described as the high point of Pakistan's reconcili- 
atory diplomacy towards Afghanistan. Both were 
reflective of Pakistan's unquestioned sincerity in 
finding an enduring solution of the problem by 
providing the Mujahideen their best opportunity to 
form their interim government in place of the 
Moscow-aided and supported Najibullah regime 
collapsing after his resignation. 

The two somewhat hastily-brokered accords, 
however, shared the odium of foreign sponsorship 
concluded on foreign soil - even one as close and 
concerned as Pakistan. Nothing would be more 
repugnant to the predominantly tribal Afghan 
mindset than the merest suggestion of a foreign 
hand at work in the internal affairs of Afghanistan 
through war and peace. The reason why both col- 
lapsed even on the launching pad. Most painfully, 
die latter, signed in Islamabad 'and solemnly re- 
affirmed under oath in Makkah. 

Lack of dynamism, besides the many inbred 
complexities of an Afghan process at the end of 
over a dozen years of bitter war and factional 
fighting, has had a good deal to do with the failure 
of both. Pakistan should have either opted for a 
voluntary withdrawal from the Afghan affairs or 
fuinly and scrupulously avoided taking sides to 
give the Afghans their best chance to sort or fight 
it out amongst themselves. 

Pakistan, to the contrary, stood at sixes and 
sevens unable to decide wbsther to force Rabbani 



to quit at the end of his term in December 1992 or 
assume the role, at best, of a concerned bystander. It 
continued to monitor, guide and gratuitously advise 
the Rabbani regime on matters of vital interests - 
internal and external . Pakistan Ambassador Amir 
Usman, a fine gentleman and accomplished diplo- 
mat, kept a constant, close watch on the Kabul 
government personally as well as indirectly through 
his staff. The ISI liaised with and counselled various 
ministries through a Lieutenant Colonel. 

A former ISI Chief, participating in the delibera- 
tions questioned'whethef the Afghan war and resist- 
ance against the Soviet invasion was a *liberatior 
war' or a jehad. While he would be himself some- 
what reluctant of a positive answer one way or the 
other, the predominant sense of the house was ir 
favour of a liberation war. Even though divided, ir 
their ranks the various Tanzimat, fought in the spiri 
of a national war against an unprovoked foreigi 
invasion. More likely, it was late General Ziaand hij 
ISI who turned it into a jehad or a holy war. 

The former ISI chief had been, by and large 
supportive of Zia's Afghan strategy - more for wan 
of anything better coming through than for its owi 
intrinsic merit. He would not support Prime Minis 
ter Muhammad Khan Junejo agreeing to the with 
drawal of the Soviets (under the Geneva Accord 
befwe the formation of a transitional government ii 
Kabul. Zia had been for a transitional govemmen 
without being forthright about it. In fact, he had bee: 
quite a bit ambivalent about it in as much as he woul 
have it without President Najibullah or any suppos 
ediy pro-Soviet elements. Something practicall 
impossible under the circumstances. Najib's oustc 
- whether voluntary or forced would, in any cas< 
have created a legal and political vacuum practicall 
impossible for the Mujahideen to fill. 

Prime Minister Junejo and his Foreign Affaii 
Minister Zain Noorani endorsed the Geneva Accor 
for want of a better alternative. Gorbachev ha 
announced his final decision to withdraw with ( 
without the Geneva agreement. Regardless of th 
wisdom or otherwise of endorsing the Accords b< 
fore the formation of the transitional govemmcr 
Zia's own failure in working out an expedient de 
with Najibullah while the going was good, led to tl 
endless mess following NajibuUah's sudden resij 
nation on April 17, 1992. 

More than any other single factor, the ISI-broken 
Peshawar Agreement, tended to trap Pakistan in U 
Afghan infighting and civil war. In a dangerous 
volatile circumstance like that, it would be praci 
cally impossible to steer a straight course witho 
treading on somebody's toes. No amount of di 
crimination observed, would help eradicate the ir 
pression of the outside power playing favourit 
according to its own preferred perceptions. Hen 
the progressive erosion of Pakistan's own credib 
ity as an honest broker. 

Pakistan finds itself too deeply stuck with t 
Afghan imbroglio to disengage itself at a whim. 
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Donor agencies help sought 
for Afghan University 
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From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Instead of complet- 
ing its one year life, the much publi- 
cised Afghan University is near to its 
closure when all the developed coun- 
tries, donor agencies and well-to^io 
people failed to donate funds for it. 
Asadullah Shinwari, a known educa- 
tionist from Afghanistan, had made 
his best to generate funds for 
refiinctioning the university, which is 
the lone education source for over 
2,000 boys and girls but all his efforts 
proved fhiitless. 

The establishment of a single Af- 
ghan University was not a sunple pro- 
posal but it was a task like manufactur- 
ing a nuclear bomb. In a period of 
around eight months, not only the 
owners of closed Afghan Universities 
and Afghan intellectuals but also the 
representatives of tJnitedNations High 
Commission for Refugees ( UNHCR) 
and officers of the Afghan Refugees 
Commissionerate succeeded in build- 
ing up a consensus among them in its 
favour. 

Hardly, the university was opened at 
the end of March 1 999 and when closed 
for summer vacations in June, it yet to 
resume function. So far, Asad Ullah 
Shinwari, his colleagues and students 
are uncertain about die future of such 
institution. 

Taking a notice of the mushroom 
growth of Afghan private educational 
institutions, particularly universities 
and professional colleges, deposed 
chiefministerofNWFPSardarMehtab 
had ordered its closure in early 1998« 
As a result of such a decision beside 



depriving tiiousands of Afghan boys 
and girls of their just rigt^t of educa- 
tion, over 2,000 teachers and others 
staffers became jobless. At 1998 sum- 
mer vacations, a proposal was floated 
tiiat NWFP government with collabo- 
ration of UNHCR, UNESCO and other 
international donors is going to estab- 
lish a single university to enable the 
war-affected Afghan youngsters to get 
education. And after prolong debates, 
negotiations and consultation, such a 
long awaited dream of the war-dis- 
placed Afghans was materialised at 
the end of March 1999 when an Af- 
ghan University with its offices and 
affiliated institutions opened in vari- 
ous localities of Hayatabad and Board. 
However , die Af^ans had got a re- 
lief. ' 

According to informations, some 
2,000 students were enrolled in vari* 
ous colleges and faculties of ti)e uni- 
versity. Majority of the students had 
got admission in professional colleges. 
However, after going m summer va- 
cations in June now the doors of uni- 
versity are still closed for them. These 
people are also deprived of education 
facilities in Pakistan. Inside Afghani- 
stan, Talibaan are following the policy 
of " ifs and buts** in edudation sector. 
Besides ban on women education, 
Talibman do not allow the students to 
get education of social sciences. 

Asadullah Shinwari, President of the 
closed Afghan University, while con- 
firming lack of funds and resources 
called upon the world to contribute 
donations to enable them of reopening 
this institution. " Education is the ba- 
sic right of human beings, therefore, 



the worid community is bound to pisi-^ 
vide this genuine right to Afghans wbtr 
are facing uncertain situation fofitiie 
last two decades", he added. He wiifof 
the view that those who are pro:^iiig 
themselves as champions of theshua 
man rights must take a notice of thoii« 
sands of Afghans who are depriv&f^cip 
right of education. • 'iHiv/ 

The Afghan intellectual, whil6?;4£rti' 
swering to a question, said that \%Sp 
sands of Afghans, mostiy the tratfe^ 
and those setUed in developed. c8|iii*- 
tries need to contribute in refunctionrfig 
of the closed University. 

Elaborating his point of view,^he' 
said tiiat majority of tiiese traders'ldd 
foreign countries settied Afghani^!^ 
possessing million of dollars ^tQ^% 
ties. Witii less contribution, dieyj^jip 
easily help the administration of clo^ii 
university in its refunctioning. ^Yj^ 
dirough Zakat, which is an Islfji^c 
obligation, these billionaire Afgtv^^ 
can run affairs of diis university. 

Asadullah Shinwari confirmedihd^i 
he , his colleagues as well as ComoUsr?; 
sioner of Afghan Refugees havei#e 
proached various quarters for resouices' 
and donations but they received awory' 
disappointing^response. He addedtfi'at 
teachers and other employeeS'^^id' 
failed to get their salaries for thcf4;atMt: 
four months while the students'iAd 
their parents are unable to bear heavy' 
fees and charges of this institutioh^^lf 
the global community in general^htf 
Afghan influentials had failed in mee(-' 
ing their human and moral respdi^^^f; 
bilities then the coming Afghan gen- 
eration would face an uncertain sltua-' 



Help in rebuilding 
Afghanistan sought 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR- While announcing its 
support in favour of Ta!ibaan*s Islamic 
Movement ruling Afghanistan, the 
Pashtoon Social Democratic Party has 
urged the world to recognise Talibaan 
and help them not only in rebuilding 
Afghanistan but also help in restoration 
of democratic and political institutions 
of that country. 

Through its communique, issued here 
on Tuesday, the PSDP headed by Dr. 
Kabir Stori expressed grave concern 
over the prDlcHiged fighting and con- 
frontation in Afghanistan and <kclared 
it a conspiracy against the prosperous 
future of Afghimistan as well as other 
regional countries. 

Elaborating its pomtof view, thecom- 
munique states that Afghanistan is con- 
sider^ a gateway to the consumer mar- 
kets of Central Asian Republics. With 
return of peace and tranquility in Af- 
ghanistan on one hand such consumer 
markets could easily be utilised by the 
regional countries and on the other it 
would ensure progress and prosperity 
in all over Afghanistan which is facing 
an imposed war for the last 20 years. 

The PSDP claimed that Talibaan as 
well as other nationalist groups are sin- 
cerely taking steps for establishment of 
a peaceful atmosphere in Afghanistan 
but Iran is creating hurdles before such 
efforts. Iran sees dangers and loses its 
interests in return of peace in Afghani- 
stan which is not only essential for 
restoration of trade links but is also 
must for eariy rebuilding and recon- 
struction of Afghanistan. In this regsati, 
Iran is going sdhead with its objectives 
through former President Prof. Rabbani 
and war lord Ahmad Shah Masud. ' 

The PSDP, which is a representative 
force of the like minded nationalists 
from all over the world, believes that 
return of peace and an early end to 
continued war in Afghanistan is need of 
the hours. In this coimection, it sug- 
gested both Prof. Rabbani and Ahmad 
Shah ^asud not to play in other hands 
for damaging national assets and inter- 
ests of Afghanistan for their pleasure. 
For return of peace and tranquility in 



Afghanistan, both Prof. Rabbani and 
Ahmad Shah Masud al<Hig with tl^ir 
supporters should surrender before 
Taliban, it emphasised. 

Except Prof. Rabbani and Ahmad 
Shah Masud, . Talibaan have not only 
made all other jehadic and military fac- 
tions disarmed and su<^:eeded in resto- 
ration of complete peace in almost of 
Afghanistan. They also ensured peace 
and security to the civilians and deserv- 
ing to be recognised by ti^ global com- 
munity. The PSDP believes that isola- 
tion of Afghanistan whereas Tdibaim 
are governing over 90 per cent area by 
the world community is doing injus- 
tices and discrimination with /^ghans. 
The PSDP called upon United Nations 
and other peace-loving countries &om 
ail over the world to recognise Talibaan 
government and help them in rebuild- 
ing Afghanistan. Similarly, it also in- 
sist^ to ensure indttction of Talibaan in 
the mainstream of global politics and 
strategies which is^essential for return 
of the pariiamentary fonn of multi-par- 
ties democratic system in that country. 
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Afghan school 
facing financial 
problems 

PESHAWAR (Online) - The only 
UN supported school for Afghan 
refugees in the city is facing finan- 
cial problems. 

Last year the government had 
closed five schools for Afghan 
refugees in Peshawar due to their 
bad performance. 

But the only school called 
Afghan School, in which 600 boys 
and 500 giris were studying was 
permitted to continue its working. 
The school was promised by the UN 
for financial support, which after 
some time could not be fulfilled. 

A school teacher said this result- 
ed in financial problems. He said 
that the students and teachers are 
facing a lot of problems including 
lack of textbooks and the equipment 
of laboratory. 

He pointed out that fee from stu- 
dents was not enough to meet the 
expenditure of the school. 

However, Afghan Commissioner 
in Peshawar Gulzar Khan while 
commenting on the school's situa- 
tion said that the school has been 
given Rs 33 lakh financial assis- 
tance. 

FRONTIER POST 
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Afghans oppose 

Osama's extradition 



ISLAMABAD (NNl)- Majority of 
Afghan people have asked Afghanistan 
nilLig Taliban not to hand over Osama 
bin Laden to the United States saying 
his extradition will damage Afghani- 
stan's lumour and dignity. 

Pushto daily '*Wahdat** conducted a 
survey in NorA West Frontier Province 
(NWFP) which shows that a liffge 
humbo* of people oppo^g 0$ama*s 
departure from Afghanistan asking 
Taliban leader^p not to forcrfaim to 
leave tills country. 

Haji Jaf^ Khan in Land! Kotal says 
that "Allah Almighty would be unhappy 
if Osama is expel from Afghanistan**. It 
will also damage the dignity of Af- 
ghans. He saidTaliban leader^p shodd 
not be worried about US sanctions as 
Washington has given nc^ng to Af- 
ghanistan. 

Habib Parashan, Haji Tila 
Muhammad, Mulla 2^war Gul, Mulla 
Nazar Akhund and Qari Ahsan says ^lat 
Osama is the hero of Islanri and Muslim' 
should not hand over non-Muslims. 
They said Osama is sign of symbol of 
proud for Afghans and we will have to 
protect him as a guest. 

However, they said if Osama wants to 
go to other county to continue his mis- 
tiqn against the enemy of Islam so he 
should make a decision on his own. 

Professor Ghulam Sakhl says tiiat 
Osama is not a terrorist but he is a 
Mujahid. Osama waged Jdiad along 
with Afghans against the former Soviet 
troops. SyedKond AghaHashmisays 
that America is the enemy of the whole 
Muslim worid and every Afghan op- 
poses Osama*s hand over to the United 
States. Afghan poet Abdullah Gham 
Khor says that if Taliban hand over 
Osama' to United States it will amount 
"to buril of Afghanistan Islamic national 
and jehadi status. 

N. E. Medhi called f(» Osama exj^o- 
sioh from Afghanistan from the postliis 



hand over to United States. A lady 
Fehmia Khawari says tiiat the Ameri- 
cans wants to kill Osama unde^r the 
allegations of the bombing of US em- 
bassy in Africa but the UN states does 
not have any evidence to prove that 
Osama was involved in the blast She 
said Washington violated international 
norms by launching Cruise ^ssile at- 
tack on Af^ianistan, killing innocent 
people. 

She said it was America's <^n ter- 
rorism. She also demamied huid over 
of Clinton to Afghaitistan totiy him for 
missile attack on Af^ianistan. She said 
Clinton should be put on try tot attack- 
ing Osama and independent country. 
She said Osama* s protection is not only 
the duty of Taliban but it is the respon- 
sibility of all Afghans. She said that 
Washington and Russia are r^ponsible 
for the twenty yem for fighting in Af- 
ghanistan. 

Professor Mursaleen, Abdul Malik, 
Abdul Rahim, Engineer Aminull^ Safr 
and Engineer SaifuHah from Kunar 
province says that Afghanistan has been 
destroyed because of the 20-years of the 
fighting and sanctions on Afghanistan 
b^use of Osama will not a affect the 
war ravage country. They said Afghani- 
stan's reputation would be put at stack 
if Osama was handed over tp Washing- 
ton. *Who" ever Osama is afe^d' what 
charges haye been level against him but 
he is a guest of Afghanistan. 

Prominent Afghan journalist 
WalliuUah Saleem says that Afghani- 
stan is uiKler pressure from the world 
community on Osama. On the other 
hand Afgt^istan has to respect its tra- 
dition and Islamic principal. Now Osama 
himself should realize the difficulties of 
Afghans and decide whether he should 
stay or lever tiiis country. Osama should 
captain mind the dignity of Afghans 
and save the peopleof Afghanistan i 
hardships. 
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Zahir Shah summons meeting 
m Rome to end Afghan war 



By Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: In a significant develop- 
ment towards finding a lasting solu- 
tion to the internecine war in 
Afghanis^, former king Zahir Shah 
has called a meeting of the Afghans in 
Rome on November 22 as a prelude 
to convening a Loya Jirga to an- 
nounce the future set-up of 
Afghanistan, 

Ex-Afghan monaith, Zahir Shah, 
who lives in self-exile m Rome since 
he was overthrown by his coumn Sar- 
dar Muhammad Daud in 1973 will 
preside over the meeting. Fifty-five 
Afghans drawn fh>m all ethnic groups 
include sue women have been invited 
to the meeting. Prominent amongst 
those invited to the meeting are for- 
mer Afghan president Prof l^b^tul- 
lah Mi\jaddadi, leader of National Is- 
lamic Front of Afghanistan, Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani, Zahir Shah's cousin 
and brother-in-law Sardar Wall, Sul- 
tan Mehmood Ghazi, Abdul Sattar 
Seerat, Commander Alxiul Haq and a 
former Taliban leader Maulvi Abdul 
Razzaq. The Taliban have not been in- 
vited to the meeting. "Efforts have 
been on for quite some time to hold 
such a meeting under the supervision 
of former king Zahir Shah to discuss 
the situatipn in Afghanistan and facil- 
itate the holding of a traditional Loya 



Jir^ 11)15, 1 think is a good thing and 
would prove fruitful," Pir Syed Ahmad 
Giilanij leader Of the National Islamic 
Front of Afghanistan told The News 
on phone from Islamabad. 

He said that the meeting financed 
and hosted by the Italian government 
wouki remain in ses8k»i for a few days. 
Another sowce said that the Italian 
govemmjent had vacated a military 
base in Rome for the purpose. The 
meetB:\g,>akl ^ source, vmM outline 
the agemia and finalise, the list of the 
partk:^)ants, date and venue of tlie i»x>- 
posed gkand assemljy the Afghans. 
This is significam in that it is a 
sort of a preparatory meeting for the 
Loyii Jir^," commented the source 
yvbo did not wish to be id^tified 

As tiic! source pointed out all the 
partkdpants of the 55 members cho- 
sen to attend tiie Rome meeting are 
n^^alists and indude both Pukhtun and 
non-Pukhtun besides giving reason- 
aMe represatiation to M^xaxi women. 
The ^ females invited to the meeting 
include Fkttana Gillani, Khanum 
F)ikhria,i: Khanum Tbp^ Kakar, 
Khanum' Surraya Siddiq, Khanum 
Seema Samar and Khanum Balkhi. The 
participants also imdude intellectuals, 
educationistSi budnessmen and for- 
mer mqjahkieen OHnmanders. 

Critics however, point out that 
those invited to the preparatory meetr 



ing do not have the clout and the abil- 
ity to influence things in Afghanistan . 
**It is beyond their powers to convene 
a Loya Jirga ajnd make important de- 
cisions," the source said. **Most of 
these people are not tribal elders and 
thus carry no influence over their 
people. Zahir Shah had taken long 
time and we had thought that he 
would come up with a li^ of people 
Yfho could influence things. But sadly, 
that is not the case " he said. But 
Gillani decried critics saying that a 
good lumiber of.the participants a»a- 
manded respect and influence 
amongst tine Afj^ians. He said that the 
medibig wouki also discuss the possi- 
bility of sending missions to 
Afghanistan/ Paki^an and Iran to 
shore up support for the formar king. 

Parallel and almost simultaneous 
to this development however, is an- 
other meeting of Afghan royalists in 
the Iranian capital, Tehran on 
November 19. Amongst those invited 
to the Tehran meeting are Ishaq 
Gillani, Dr Jalil Shams, Dr Azizullah 
' Laudin, Engr Ihsanulla^v Mayar, Sar- 
dar Muhammad Roshan, Dr Musa 
Marofi, Humayoun Jarir (son-in-law 
of Hes^i-Islami leader Gulbadin Hik- 
matyar) Rahimullah Mujaddadi, Engr 
Hamid Akram, Flazal Ghani Mm'a^- 
dadi, Engr Rahim, Azizulllah Shafaq 
and Abdul Haq Shafaq. 



Kabul biggest prison 
for women in world: RAWA 



By Mariana Baabar * 

ISLAMABAD: As systematic atroci- 
ties are continuing against the 
women in Kashmir and Afghanistan, 
voices are being raised for hilp to 
put an end to this suppression. 

The new regime in Pakistan says 
it will uphold the dignity and honour 
of women. We too need this kind of 
support from Taliban. We caa never 
return to Kabul, which is today one 
of the biggest prisons for woniien in 
the world," said a member of the 
Revolutionary Afghan Women Asso- 
ciation (RAWA). 

Speaking to The News, she said 



it was the'only cry of the suppressed 
and in chain women of Afghanistan. 
"We wj^nt to stage a demonstration 
on the Human Rights Day — De- 
cember 10, — in Pakistan. The 
world should know that Afghanistan 
is still world's largest forgotten 
tragedy; that its people especially 
the women are being tortured and 
humiliated in a way unparalleled in 
other fundamentalist-ruled coun- 
tries," she said. 

She said: ''RAWA is determined 
to expose and condemn the situa- 
tion. But we need your help to en- 
able as to organise the event as an 
impressive and effective one." 
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Afghans to participate in 
Zahir Shah-sponsored moot 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR -The leading jehadic 
figures have been invited to visit 
Rome, Italy for attending an intra- 
Afghan dialogue to be hosted by 
former King Mohammad Zahir Shah 
at the end of current November. 

The intra-Afghan dialogue may 
be held on 22 November and is 
likely to continue from four to six 
days. During this, some 55 leading 
Afghan figures including politicians, 
jehadic and military leaders, tribal 
chieftains, educationists and intel- 
lectuals would discuss ways and 
means for implementation of former 
King Mohammad Zahir Shah peace 

formula. , 
Althbugh;Taliban leadership has 

reportedly refused to attend the con- 
ference, majority of others have ac- 
cepted the invitation. Besides former 
Afghan President Prof. Sibghat Ullah 
MujaddiVdi and moderate Afghan 
leader Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani, the 
invitees are affiliated to several other 
jehadic and military group.«^. Among 
iheni II few arc associated with the 
previous regimes of late Dr. Najib 
Ullah and late Bahrak Kartnal. 
To ensure maximum attendance 



in the scheduled cortference, Zalmay 
Rasool Coordinator of former King*s 
political office at Rome, Italy has 
extended invitation to the invitees 
on telephone. In this cpnnection, 
former Afghan Minister and Chief 
of Ghor nationality from central 
Afghanistan Abdul Qadar Imami 
and several others had received tel- 
ephonic calls. Imami has confirmed 
his attendance and was hopeful that 
such attempt could help peace-lov- 
ing democratic Afghans of build- 
ing a consensus among them . Simi- 
larly, known tribal elder and chief 
of ,Zadrans from Paktya province 
Haji Badshah Ktian Zadran has also 
received a call from Zalmay Rasool . 

Among the invitees, former Deputy 
Afghan Minister Hamid Karzai is 
prominent. 

Karzai belongs to Qandahar prov- 
ince and his father, late Abdul Ahad 
Khan Karzai was gunfed down in 
previous August. Like his father, 
Hamid Karzai is also considered a 
moderate Afghan. 

Number of active leaders and stal- 
warts of former jehadic and inili- 
tary groups have also oeen invited 
for attending the conference. They 
include Maulvi Fazal Hadi Shinwari 



who had represented the previous 
Rabbani government in several 
rounds of talks with Taliban and 
others. 

Haji Fazal Hussain Mangal of En- 
gineer Gulbadin Hekmatyar's Hizbc 
Islami, Wakeel Shehbaz former 
Deputy leader of Maulvi Nabi 
Mohammadi*s Harakat Islami. Qari 
Baba a leader of same Harakat but 
a close friend of former Afghan 
President Prof. Burhan Ud din 
Rabbani is also included among the 
invitees. 

Names of some of other invitees 
are Mohammad Omcr Babrakzai, 
Toti Mangal and Ghulam Nabi 
Ghaknodi from Paktya and Paktika 
• provinces, Ayub Aseel from 
Nangarhar, Prof Nemat Ullah from 
Badakhshan, Prof Aziz, Maulvi 
Mohammed Shah Adali, Maulvi 
Mohi Ud Din from Badghces, Haji 
Khaleda Abdul Baqi Herat, Aziz 
Ullah Wasefi Qaiidahar, Maulvi 
Abdul Rehman Junabi from 
Badghees, Abdul Karim Khan 
Achak/ai from Qandahar, Malik 
Zarin from Kunar, Mohammad 
Ibrahim Noorislan, Dr Qasam Yar. 
I lasharn '/ai/i and Abdul Jabbar from 
rakhai province. 



Afghan doctor appeals 
for blood cancer treatment 



CO 



Bureau Report > 

PESHAWAR: An Afghan doctor suf- 
fering from blood cancer for the 
last three years has appealed to hu- 
manitarian organisations and phi- 
lanthropists to help him seek treat- 
ment for his deadly disease. 

The 28-year old Dr Abdul Saml 
told The News that he has been 
knocking at every door in Kabiil 
and Peshawar to seek assistance 
without much success. **! was sup- 
plied to save lives as a doctor but 
here I am begging for life," re- 
marked Dr Sami. 

The young Afghan doctor has 
been working for the last eight 
years at the Central Military Hospi- 
tal in Kabul. His wife, Fatana, too is 
a doctor. The couple has two chil- 
dren — eight-year-old Naveed and 
five-year-old Musarrat. 
"Afghanistan's health minister wrote 
to Saudi Arabia's King Pahd bin 
Abdul Aziz to arrange for my treat- 
ment in the King Ms^ Hospital in 
I Ri^neuih but I was disappointed when 
the normally kind and generous. 



Saudi King could not help me and 
the hospital administration made 
excuses. 

Requests by Afghan mu- 
Jahideen leaders Maulvi Yunis 
Khalis, Maulvi Nabi Mohammadi 
anjd Prof Burhanuddin Rabbani to 
the Saudi authorities in my case 
were also turned down," he 
lamented. 

Dr Sami said his blood cancer 
had now reached a stage that it 
could only be managed through 
bone marrow transplantation. ''Such 
a treatment is expensive and I know 
the Taliban administration cannot 
afford to pay for it. This treatment 
is not available in Pakistan as far as 
I know. So I will have to go to Saudi 
Arabia, India or one of the Western 
countries for treatment. But the 
question is how can I go there?" he 
asked. 

He said his medical treatment 
even now is very expensive and be- 
y6nd his means. "I urge everyone 
who can help me to have mercy on 
nie and assist me in saving my life," 
appealed Dr Sami. 
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Only representative govt can 
bring peace to Afghanisatn 



From Shainioi ShaUd 

PESHAWAR - Dr Aman UUah 
Rasool, dii^f of A^l^ Commiuu^ 
for Peace aiKl National Security has 
said that Afghans couldn't afford fur- 
ther unrest and hostilities therefore they 
want early restoration of peace. 

"Unless establishment of a central- 
ised and representative government in 
Afghanistan* no om can ensure peace 
and tranquillity in the country " he re- 
pi marted while talkh^ to The NaHm 
here cm Tuesday. 
Dr Aman Ullah Rasool has returned 
'I > after an eight-di^ tour of Qandahar fuid^, 
Z.^ Kabul where he held a meeting with' 
Afgluui^stan foreign Minister Maulvi ' 
Wakcel Ahmad Mutawakal. - 

Comn^ntmg mi purposes of his a 
trip, Dr Aman IJlMi Rasool said that 
they are strolling to assemble Afghans 
on forum to find out a i^gotiated solu- 
tion to the conflict He said that in this 
ccmnection, thdr association is support- 
ing die idea of convening an emergency 
meeting of traditicmal loya jirga. He 
was of the firm belief that only through 
such steps peace can be ensured. 

In response to a question, Dr Aman 
UUah Rasool said that at tiiis stage all 



Taliban leaders are engaged in consul^ 
tatimis and' negotiations for handling 
the situatimi erupted alter waming^from 
UNO, US reganfing restrictions. He said 
thathewaslK>wever,suc<ieededinh61d- / 
ing a meeting wiUi Maulvi Wakeel 
Ahmad Mutawakal. During the meet- 
ings he had made his best to convince 
TiUiban leaders to find out a negotiated 
solution to die situation. Similarly, he 
also suggested Taliban leaders to re- 
view their stand on the proposed meet- 
ing of a tra^iticmal loya jirga. He said 
that Taliban Islamic Movement i$ a 
stnmg political force and no ont can 
iffiote tl^ rQlt the future s«tup. , 
^ Dr Amim' tjuali^^^ said that ' 

Talitiaii leadpVs neijsd to conlsiift bbih' , 
Pakistan ind Saudi Arabia regard- 
ing the future of Osama Bin Laden. 
He while advocating in favour of 
his point of view said that both Pa- 
kistan ai^d Saudi Arabia have ex- 
tended tremendous sui^rt to people of 
Afghanistati and he was hopeful that 
witii their help, Taliban leaders could 
ea^ly haadje the situation. 

Tli^ Afghan intellectual recalled that 
during second world war when some of 
the Germs^ and Italians were living as 
refugees in Afghanistan, the Americans 



had made a similar demand. At that 
time, a representative loya jurga meet- 
ing had accepted die demaiKi with c^- 
< tmn conditions. 

In^ response to a question, Dr Aman 
Ullah Rasool agreed that proposed re- 
strictions and embargo's is not only 
harmful to interests of warnlevastated 
Afghanistan and its p^ple but even it 
wiU go contrary to interests of Pakistan. 
Elaborating his point of view, he said 
that such restrictions would cause price 
luke and halting of foreign aid, 

Dr Aman Ullah welcomed initiative 
of King 2^ahir Shah and stated it a real- 
istic appr^h towards a i^gp^t^ sp^ 
Itttion to t&W He $ii4.that dur- 
* ing' his r^nt meetihg ^ witii '^ujvi 
Wakeel Mmad Mutawakai, lie had said 
that now when ex-king didn't want 
to become a ruler, therefore, his .ef- 
fort^ may be supported. 
' Aoout his future line of action, 
Dr Aman Ullah Rasool said that 
now he was planning to leave again 
for Germany, Switzerland and Italy 
on Thursday morning. He during his 
trip to these European countries would 
try to contact his countrymen for dis- 
cussing outcome of his talks with 
Taliban leaders. 
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Manufacturing of heroin in 
Afghanistan continues unabated 



PESHAWAR (Online) - 
Manufacturing of heroin is going 
on in several parts of eastern 
Afghan province of Nangarhar bor- 
dering P^istan. 

Sources from across the border 
Tuesday disclosed that drug manu- 
facturers were running heroin labo- 
ratories in Abdalkhel and 
Ghanikhel districts, some 30kms 
east of former summer capital of 
Afghanistan, Jalalabad. 

Deputy Governor of Nangarhar. 
however, denied the report when he 
was contacted. 

Knowledgeable sources said 
production of heroin on laige scale 
IS going on without any check in 
Abdalkhel, Ghanikhel districts and 
other areas of the provinces, close 
to Pakistan border. The manufac- 
turers are reportedly running these 
laboratories m connivance with the 
local officials. 

Production-wise, Nangarhar is 
the second largest poppy-growing ' 
province after Helmand in the war- 

tom country and opium is the main 
source of income lor the local pop- 
ulation. The opium production dou- 
bled to a record 4,600 tons in 1999 
comparing to last year, revealed a 



survey of the UN Drug Control 
Programme (UNDCP). 

Almost 97 per cent of the land, 
the report said, cultivated with pop- 
py in Afghanistan, was controlled 
by the Taliban movement. In 
February 1999, the Taliban; militia 
had carded out an operation in 
many areas of the eastern province 
and destroyed 34 heroin-manufac- 
turing laboratories. The areas 
where the operation was conducted 
include Qach Bandar, Janjali 
Shaga, Achin, Khugyanih and 
Nehli, located some 5^ km 
Southeast of Jalalabad. Th^ opera- 
tion was initiated under the super- 
vision of UNDCP 

The Taliban militia had main- 
tained that the laboratory ^owners, 
probably belonged to Khyber 
Agency, crossed the Pak-Afghan 
border along with luggage and 
chemicals. The militia had aircsted 
15 persons, working oi? daily 
wages in the laboratories. 

However, the Taliban officials 

showed Ignorance about the pro- 
duction of heroin in Abdalkhel and 
Ghanikhel districts. 

Talking to Online on telephone 
from Jalalabad, capital of 



Nangahar, Deputy Governor 
Maulvi Sadr-c-Azam categorically 
denied the repim and termed it 
baseless. He said on the directives 
of the Taliban supreme leader, 
Mullah Mohammad Omen the pro- 
duction of iUicit drugs had been 
prohibited. He said that fresh order 
of Mullah Onu*r had been released 
and violators would be punished in 
accordance with Islamic laws. The 
deputy governor said that local offi- 
cial had been directed to keep 
watch on the situation and no one 
would be allowed to operate heroin 
laboratories on tltc territory of the 
Islamic country. Afghanistan is one 
of the largest producers of poppy 
and cannabis (Hashish) in the 
world; Opium mostly used in phar- 
maceutical indu.stry. but unfortu- 
nately, there is no single pharma- 
ceutical unit in the war-ravaged 
country. So the opium is cither ex- 
ported out or used in heroin manu- 
facturing here. The traffickers use 
Sher Khan Bander (Kunduz) route 

to transport drugs to Tajikistan and 
other Central Asian Republics. 
Karachi is also used for the trans- 
portation of contrabands to Europe, 
Far East and Gul f countries. 



UN, US urged to delay 
sanctions against Taliban 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR-HumayoonSfainwari, 
director foreign ^aiis of the Afghan 
National Liberation Front has called 
upcm UN and the United States to delay 
decision regarding imposition of sanc- 
tions against Af^anistan as it could 
further enhance miseries of the people. 

The ANLF, which is consider^ a 
moderate Afghan group.believes that 
the United States hi^ extended tremen- 
dous suf^rt to Afghan Mujahideen 
while tiiey were waging war against 
former Soviet troops, he remarked m a 
press statement issued here on Tuesday. 

As a result of such support, Afghans 
were succeeded in liberation of their 
motherland from the clutches of 
former Soviet troops as well as has 
also pushed the one time strong 
United Soviet Socialist Republic ( 
USSR) towards disintegration. He was 
of the view that in the light of these 
relations, both Kabul and Washington 



need to sort out all issues through nego- 
tiations. 

Expressing his concern over pro- 
posed sancticms against Afghanistan^ 
Humayoon Shinwari said that hostili- 
ties sbd complicated issues couldn't be 
fesolved by confrontation. Keeping in 
view United States of America's cor- 
dial reladons aiid terms with the Af- 
ghans during the previous cold war, he 
urged the Taliban leadership to talks 
with the Americans.Humayoon 
Shinwari claimed that their party is 
against every sort of terrorism, either 
nourished inside Afghanistan or in any 
other part of the world. In tMs connec- 
tion, he said that Taliban who govern 
Afghanistan need to redise their re- 
sponsibilities and address wishes and 
expectations of the United states, Saudi 
Arabia and other world countries who 
desh- an early end to every sort of terror- 
ism. He added that the whole world 
has become a global village and isola- 
tion of Afghanistan is neither in interest 



to Taliban nor Afghans. 

He recalled that it was first the ex- 
Afghan President Prof. Sibgfaat UUah 
Mujaddadi who had denounoxi foreign 
interference in AfghanisUui and had 
asked for ouster of militants from Af- 
ghanistan. Elaborming hispcnntof view, 
he said that as a result of bloodshed and 
destruction in Afghanistan, diis coun- 
try had become a safe haven fof the 
hardliners. And now hundreds of these 
militants are not only residing in Af- 
ghanistan but even are participating in 
die ongoing fighting among the war- 
ring factions. He also diverted attention 
towards the allegations against Afghani- 
stan saying that due to unrealistic poli- 
cies of rulers now the heroic nation of 
Afghanistan is known as terrorists. 

Mr. Shinwari added that majority 
of the Afghans is thankful the united 
States, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and 
other countries and they are unhappy 
over Taliban leackrship's unrealistic at- 
titude towards them. 
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Rome moot a milestone 
towards Afghan peace 

UN, US should stop aid to warring far*-- 

Gen. Musharraf s proposal encouraging 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Pir Sycd Ahmad Gil- 
lani, chief of the National Islamic Front 
of Afghanistan (NIFA) has said that 
they are determined to fmd out a nego- 
tiated solution to the conflict which is 
possible only through convening a 
meeting of the traditional loya jirga, 
therefore-They are expecting fruitful 
outcome of an advisory council meet- 
ing scheduled to be held on the invita- 
tion of former king Mohammad Zahir 
Shah in Rome*. 

"NIFA since long is favouring just 
right of self-determination to the Af- 
ghans", he remariced while answering 
a query in an interview with The Na- 
tion at Peshawar on Thursday. 

Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani is one of few 
Jehadic leaders, invited to the confer- 
ence. 

"Return of complete peace and estab- 
lishment of a stable and acceptable gov- 
ernment in Afghanistan is not only ben- 
eficial to Afghans but even it is also 
helpful for the global community," he 
remarked. Advocating in favour of 
his point of view, Pir Gillani said 
that now situation of Afghanistan 
become an issue for United Nations, 
United States and other world countries 
and all these countri^ are desirous for 
resolving these issues through table 
talks. 

But due to lack of a centralised and 
acceptable government in Afghanistan, 
no one is giving them a positive re- 
sponse. 

Answering a question, Pir Syed Ah- 
mad Gillani said that whenever Afghan- 



istan or its people face crises the mass- 
es through a Loya Jirga and through 
such a way, the elders resolve the is- 
sues. He while furtho: elaborating his 
point of v^w, said that since invasion 
of the form^ Soviet troops former king 
Mohammad 2^ir Shah and his like- 
minded supporters had asked for con- 
vening of the loya jirga. While after top- 
pling of the previous Soviet regimes, 
they sped up their efforts for such pur- 
poses. , i 

Answering to a question, Pir Syed 
Ahmad Gillani said that besides like- 
minded peace loving and moderate Af- 
ghans, a number of religious figures, 
tribal chi^tains, technocrats and intel-. 
lectuals have also been invited to the 
advisory council meeting to be started 
in Rome, Italy on November 22 next. 
In response to a question, he said that 
in fact, neutral people have been invit- 
ed to the c(Miference, therefore, no one 
from Talib^ as well as from Nortti- 
em Alliance would attend it. 

In fact, purpose of such a gathering 
is to disciiss ways and means for con- 
vening a meeting of traditional loya jir- 
ga, therefore, only neutral persons could 
build up a consensus. 

Conunenting on another conference 
to be held in Tehran, Pir Syed Ahmad 
Gillani said, *^ we bdieve that instead 
of holding separate meetings and gath- 
erings, Afghans could sppil their ener- 
gies and capabilities. If any one is sin- 
cere in his aim for pulling Afghanistan 
and its people, then they ne^ to join 
hands with each other." 

He added that it is crystal clear that 
majority of the Afghans are consider- 



ing formerking Mohammad Zahir Shah 
a neutral person, therefore, his efforts 
may be endorsed and in such circum- 
stances they can get the required objec- 
tives. 

Commenting on the importance of 
Loya Jirga, Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani said 
that according to its historical back- 
ground, the Loya Jiiga meetings always 
held inside Afghanistan and the former 
king and his supporters are loyal to such 
traditions. Now when Afghanistan is 
facing uncertain situation due to fight- 
ing amongst the rival factions, there- 
fore, Uni^ Nations and Organisation 
of Islamic Countries (QIC) need to 
force the waning factions for early stop- 
page of fighting. 

Answering another question, the 
NIFA chief said that UN as well as QIC 
need to force all of die neighbouring 
and foreign countries to halt every sort 
of assistance to the warring factions of 
Afghanistan. However, he said that 
assistance of food items and other 
items of daily use including medi- 
cines should be provided to Afghan- 
istan for the survival of Innocent 
Afghans. 

Referring to recent changes in Paki- 
stan, Hr Syed Ahmad Gillani welcomed 
Chief Executive Gen. Pervez Mush- 
araf *s recent statement through which 
he stressed on formation of a represent- 
ative government in Afghanistan. He 
said, " we consider it a realistic ap- 
proach as it could ensure return of peace 
and tranquility m Afghanistan." He fur- 
ther said that Afghans ar ^ expecting 
early implementation of Gen. Pervez 
Musharaf*« »^ " 
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events in Afghanistan 



KABUL: Afghanistan feces the threat 

UN sanctions firam Sundflsf 
Ms to hand over Osama bin Laden, 
indicted in the U^ted States for ter- 
ronsm. 

The Mowing is a Ghronplofir of 
the nuiior pdltlcal events in 
A^^u:iistan in thepast 20^^^ 

• December 2S, 1979: Soviet 
Union invades Afghanistan to put 
down an Islamic revolt and quickly 
d^ytures the capital Kabul IWo days 
iater the Soviets execi^ President 
Ha^oillah Aniin and retrace Mm w^ 
BamdcKamal. 

•198(h: Millions of Afj^uu^ 
the fighting and cross into Pakistan 
and Iran. Anti-government forces op- 
erating from Peshawar, in northern 
Paikistan, are sustained with weap<His 
and money ^om ^e United States, 
^di Arabia, Iran and China. 

• February 1989: Soviets finally 
pdl out of Afghanistan, a^r an ex- 
pensive and unpopular war. Fighting 
continues between the Soviet-todced 
re^e of Mohammad NiyibuUah and 
the Mujahedeen factions who once 
fou^^e Soviets. 

• April 19921: Ns^ibullah ousted. 
M^jahedeen factions seize power 
under President Buihanuddin Rabbani 
but fitting erupts along ethnk lines 
between the Pashtuns, liijiks, Uzbeks, 
Hazaras and Huicmen. 

October 1994: Islamic Taliban 
movement, dominated by Ptohtuns, 
emerges to challenge the Miiiahedeen 
who eventually form the Northam Al- 
liance, led conunander Ahmad 
iSiahMasood. 

• September 27, 1996: TeOiban 
seize Kabul. Rabbani Hees for the 
north. NidibuSah and his brother are 



hanged from a traffic post , 

October 1996: Taliban ei^orce 
isharia law in Kabul. Schools for giiis 
are dosed, women are pui^edi out of 
the workforce, th^ health facilities 
are limited axKl all western idii^ are 
dunned. 

• August 1998: UN ceasefire calls 
ignored. US bombs suspected tenxM*- 
ist bases idiegedly operated Saudi 
dissident Osama bin IMm tetalia- 
ticm for the bombings of two US em- 
bassies in east Afitka. 

Local protestors shoot dead an 
Italian UN staffer. UN and most for- 
eign aid v^ikers evacuate AfJ^hanistan 

September 1998: Taliban take 
Bamiyan in central ^ghaidstan, cru- 
cial for maintaining noith/south sup- 
plyroutes. 

UN maintains recognition of Rab- 
bani government, a source of nuyor ir- 
ritation for the Tadiban who now con- 
trol 80 percent of the country. 

• Novemb^ 1998: l^iban declare 
Inn Laden not guilty of crimes alleged 
byWashingtoiL 

Mardi 1999: UN returns after an 
eight-month absence. UN $p<»tsored 
peace talks result in power sharing 
agreement but hopes of peace are 
dashed by fresh flirting. 

• July 1999: US imposes trade 
sanctions agakist the Tediban for con- 
tinuing to harbour bin Laden. 'V^^- 
ington warns that military action 
against Afghanistan remaiiis an op- 
tion. 

• October 15, 1999: UN Security 
(Council decides to impose sanctions 
on Afghanistan unless the Tediban 
hands over bin Laden within 30 days. 

• November 14, 1999: UN sanc- 
tions due to tak^ effect — tAFI* 
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Afghan group 

claims it 
fired rockets 

DHAKA, Nov 14: A caller claim- 
ing to be from an Aighan-based 
Islamic militant group named **A1* 
Jihad" on Sunday said his organi- 
zation fired six rockets at US and 
United Nations buildings in 
Islamabad in a telephone call to 
AFP. 

In an apparent' threat, the man 
also said the group did not wish to 
follow up the attacks' with more in 
other locations. ' 

"We don't want to repeat 
(Friday's) Islamabad incident in 
Bangladesh or anywhere in the 
world ... Ahnighty God is with us," 
the caller told an AFP correspon- 
dent in Dhaka. 

In a brief call in English, the 
man, who had an Arabic accent, 
identified himself as only 
"Ahmed" and claimed his group 
was based in Kandahar in southern 
Afghanistan. 

But before his identity could be 
established, he inmiediately hung 
up, refusing to say where he was 
calling from or to answer ques- 
tions. The call came as security 
was stepped up at US facilities in 
Bangladesh. ^ AFP 
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Interacting with the Afghans 



uch water must have flowed down the 
Kabul river and many a red poppy with- 
ered away on the terraced hills around the 
Kabul city since the early 80s when I first interacted 
with the Afghans at the height of their brave resist- 
ance against the Soviet invader. Most of them 
happened to be the leaders of the various Mujahideen 
Tanzimau They sat pretty in Peshawar while their 
followers fought the Soviets on both sides of the 
Hindukush. Theirs had been a fiercely violent en- 
counter with an enemy inestimably superior to 
them in every other sphere than an indomitable will 
to fight and the friendly terrain of their own home 
ground. The two put together made up for their huge 
material disadvantages. 

What was lacking then as much as now - even 
perhaps a good deal more-had been the conspicu- 
ously missing element of the unity of command. 
Each of the seven best-known7artzi/mj[/-Haftganahs 
or the Seveners-fought undei* its own flag and 
commander. Rather than as a single united force, 
they fought as seven different-at times - even as 
rival - forces. 

The one real tragedy of the Afghan resistance had 
been the patently wasteful effort towards achieving 
the dearly-shared objective of the Afghan libera- 
tion through divergent, mutually disruptive and 
collectively mismatched party perception sand poli- 
tics. Each Tanzim fox itself, and the Devit take the 
hindmost. 

From the extreme right (Hckmatyar, Sayyaf, etc.) 
to the extreme left (Dostum, Ahmad Shah), and the 
moderates (Rabbani, Mojaddedi, Gilani. etc) in 
between, they would all look like a house divided 
against itself: an army split vertically if not quite so 
horizontally. 

What accounted for the gap between the Peshawar 
based commanders and the Afghans in the field was 
the territorial divide separating them. The divide 
impacted the relative strength or weakness of the 
survival instinct resulting from that. The man in the 
field fought not only for Afghanistan but also for his 
home-his village, district or city, above all, his life. 
For an ordinary home-grown tribal, Afghanistan 
might have been little more than a dleam, an image, 
an abstraction hardly of any physical relevance to 
his own security or survival. 

It would be only fair and rational therefore to 
evaluate the respective roles of the native Afghan 
warriors and the trans-border Afghan commanders 
in relation to how far or how near each might have 
been through the neariy decade-long bitter war. 

Although the last of the Soviet invaders left Af- 
ghan soil more than a decade ago, the Afghans 
remain divided as ever. Their perceptions and the 
vision of their future polity and society remain as 
mutually exclusive-even hostile-as before. This is 
in spite of the successes achieved by the Taliban in 
taking control of practically nine-tenths of the countiy . 
Whether they have also been able to establish their 
writ in terms of a stable and sound state and govern- 
ment remain open to question. They arc busy still 
consolidating their military gains and establishing 
Aeir legitimacy. 
Faced with daunting ground realities, they would 



Brigadier (Retd) A.R. Siddiqi 

have little time pr need to spare for much armchair 
speculation or theorising about the future. TTieir 
agenda consists chiefly in bringing the on-going 
cml war to a speedy end and geting on with the 
real task of reconstruction of their land and reha- 
bilitation of their people. 

During a recent visit to Peshawar, I happened to 
interact with a number of Afghan notables-former 
bureaucrats, partymcn and Ministers. They repre- 
sented their own individual or party points of view 
much in the same divergent fashion as the 
Mujahideen of yore. Even their common identity 
as Afghans secfmed quite a bit diluted by their 
ethnic connections as Pushtuns, Tajiks, Uzbeks 
etc. * 

A former senior member of the PDPA executive 
committee, Mr Abdul Rashid Waziri. invoked the 
allegory of the five blind men and the elephant 
while underscoring the bewildering complexities 
of Afghanistan's history and politics. To the first, 
touching his htoM side he was like a wall; to the 
second, contacting his tusk, a spear; to the third, 
placing his hand on his trunk, a snake; to the 
fourth, groping about his knee, a tree which only 
served and to the fifth rubbing his ears, a fan. Each 
with a different feel of the part within his reach, but 
none with the vision of the whole. 

There were no Afghan experts only interpreters 
each widi his own version of the problem which 
only served to exacerbate it rather than facilitate its 
resolution. He thought there had been a *180- 
degree turn' in the Afghan situation since the 
ouster of President Najibullah. Najibullah did man- 
age to rule for more or less five years, under some 
of the most adverse circumstances. He faced the 
Mujahideen fury on the one hand and international 
hostility on the other. 

He was for Pakistan playing a larger role in 
speeding up a peace and reconciliation process in 
Afghanistan. A nationalist (as opposed to the nar- 
row-based Taliban) with popular support could be 
a *grcat asset* not only to Afghanistan itself, but 
also to Pakistan. Only a nationalist government he 
said, could represent and respond to the aspira- 
tions of the Afghan people, 
o J^^^^" interference along the approximately 
2500 km border' must stop. That would include 
both Iran and Pakistan. Dealing with Afghanistan 
and its people on the basis of equal sovereignty 
would be one thing, interfering in its intemai 
affairs, quite another. Interference means playing 
favourites - supporting one group with money and 
arms at the cost of the other. 

Mr Waziri said that Dr Najibullah had all along 
been very keen on developing closer relations with 
Pakistan. He disclosed that at one of the plenary 
meetings of the PDPA (subsequenUy Watan Party) 
he renewed friendly overtures to Pakistan ad of- 
fered /economic integration*, entailing a free flow 
of trade, and even perhaps the setting up of a joint 
customs union. He would say nothing about the 
Pakistani response to the Afghan offer. 
Mr Waziri reacted strongly against the sugges- 



tion of forming a federation in Afghanistan. Unlike 
Pakistan's ethnicity-based four provinces, Afghani- 
stan s 29 states all have mixed populations to act as 
a bamer against federal spirit and structures. 

In any case, not until complete pacification and 
normality are achieved in Afghanistan could one 
flunk of anything like a federation without exposing 
ttie country to the certain risk of fragmentation 
Federation in the present circumstances could only 
act as a catalyst for fragmentation and possible 
dismtegrauon. Afghan ethno-democratic pattern 
leaves httle scope for a working Federal polity, 
without posing a serious threat to the organic 
oneness of the country. "Don't try to put the cart 
before the horse! Do nothing by way of imposing 
any of your own pet solutions on us. While Pakistan 
could and should correspond to its own national 
interests, it should, at all events, avoid any sem- 
blance of a direct or indirect effort to meddle in our 
affaurs." 

Yet another Afghan, ex-member of the PDPA 
central committee, Mr Babrak Shinwari argued 
mainly in support of a military solution. An *out- 
nght winner in the Afghan civil war-whether the 
Taliban or Masud' could help stabilise the situation 
in Afghanistan. This should of course be followed 
' by a comprehensive peace process and accord *or 
else foreign forces would come and occupy Af- 
ghanistan.' 

Exactly what he meant by foreign forces occupy- 
ing Afghanistan-whether by military conquest or 
internal subversion-4ie could not specify. Nonethe- 
less the fear of a geopolitical vacuum beiri| filled by 
an outside force (forces) was there and could not be 
ruled out. An outright military victory would, how- 
ever, be a painstakingly slow affair. 

Mr Shinwari's one recurrent complaint was that 
the popular forces (viz PDPA under Najibullah 
regime) were never supported in Afghanistan. Only 
the warriors, that is, the so-called Mujahideen were 
supported and encouraged. No effort wis made 
either during the anti-Soviet war or thereafter to 
encourage the intellectuals, academics, bureaucrats, 
etc, to come forward take control of *the situation 
and put things right. 

The suggestion to invoke the royal option and 
convene the Loya Jirgah triggered an animated 
discussion-both for and against the two options. 
The King, even if he could still serve as the symbol 
of national unity was, . in any case, too old. Moreo- 
ver, he had been completely out of touch with the 
existing realities, to be of much use. The Loya 
Ju-gah ioo, had lost much of credibility as a forum 
of interested tribal elders convened to formalise 
*pre-determined issues', that is. already settled 
amongst themselves and brought up as a mere 
eyewash. 

The Afghans were distinctly divided on the issue. 
While Mr Muhammad Inam Wak of the Millat 
Party was all for the return of King Zahir Shah, 
oiflicrs were either opposed or nonchalant about it! 
The debate ended on a somewhat lighter note. The 
King, it was said, was too old and MuUa Omar too 
young to rise to the occasion and steer the country 
out of its prolonged multiple crises. , 
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Curbs to force 
Afghans into 
poppy 




PESHAWAR (NNI> - The rul- 
ing Taliban in Afghanistan have 
said that the UN economic sanc- 
tions on the country tbrce the mis- 
erable Afghans to once again opt 
for poppy cultivation which would 
have its impacts on the entire 
world. 

**The Un sanctions would com- 
pel the poor people of Afghanistan 
to fmd other ways and means for 
managing their livelitood and they 
would once again increase poppy 
cultivation" said MuUa Abdul 
Hameed Akhund Chairman Anti- 
Narcotics High Commission in an 
interview with the VGA Sunday. 

He said that said that the 
Commission had extended cooper- 
ation and jointly worked with the 
UN to combat drugs in the country. 
He said the UN decision would not 
only confront the world people 
with danger but would also make 
the people of Afghanistan to face 
danger of the drug menace. **Wc 
want justice so that the threat 
posed to the world and the inno- 
cent Afghan nation could be 
checked", he observed. 

The UN sanctions, he said, 
would not reduce the threat to the 
world rather it would increase it 
because the drugs poses great dan- 
ger to the world people particularly 
youths. 

Although, the anti-Narcotic 
High Commission, under the di- 
rectives of the Taliban's supreme 
leader is trying to bar the people 
from cultivating ,poppy in 



Afghanistan but the people have 
economic constraints and if the 
sanctions add to the economic 
compulsions of the people, it 
would have negative effects, he 
observed. 

He said that the people are fac- 
ing lot of economic problems in 
Afghanistan. They arc faced with 
food problem. If the world con- 
fronts the Afghans with more eco- 
nomic problems, it would force 
them to opt for poppy cultivation 
as the import of edibles wotild 
come to an ei»i in the wake of eco- 
nomic sanctions. He said that he 
has conveyed his coiH:ems and ap- 
prehensions to the UN officials as 
well. 

**We have held a number of 
meetings with them informing 
them about the problems of the 
people of Afghanistan, We have 
assured them that the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan and p^ple 
of Afghanistan ready to get rid of 
the problem but if the world puts 
economic burdens and problems 
on Afghanistan, it would further 
complicate the issi^e that would 
also confront the wprld with the 
drugs threat. 

It would also endanger the UN 
programme", he ad(^d. 

He hoped the would pay 
heed to the negative effects or its 
action and would avoid to add to 
the economic constraints of the 
people if it cannot resolve the eco- 
nomic problems o# the people of 
Afghanistan. 



Cost of food registers 
rise in Afghanistan 
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KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
Taliban rulers said Thursday they 
were concerned about the sharp 
rise in the price of foQd, and partic- 
ularly wheat tlour. 

Mawlawi Abdul Rahman 
Hotak, deputy minister of informa- 
tion, said tlie militia was consider- 
ing distributing subsidised wheat 
and planned to raise food imports. 

Taliban police would also arrest 
anyone caught hoarding food, he 
said. 

*it is a crucial humanitarian 
problem. If there is concern among 
the population, the popular govern- 
ment has to share this concern," 
Hotak said. 

"The government has not ig- 
nored this and has taken scrioun 
decisions to overcome the prob- 
lem," he said. 



Hotak said a Taliban cabinet 
meeting Wednesday discussed the 
problem and the commerce min- 
istry was ordered to take steps to 
deal with the wheat shortage. 

The price of wheat flour has 
doubled in markets here after the 
authorities in Pakistan banned 
cross-border trade in flour with 
Afghanistan following the military 
takeover. 

In addition the afghani has tum- 
bled about 10 percent against the 
dollar, pushing up the price of oth- 
er go(xls. 

This has sparked serious con- 
cern among the city's mostly im- 
poverished residents, many of 
whom hiive only casual jobs or live 
on around five diiUars a month ami 
are paid irregularly by the ruling 
iidministnnion. 5 



Time ripe for 
Iran- Afghan trade 

From Our Correspondent 
PESHAWAR - Following the change 
I in Pakistan and the recenly imposed 
I sanctions by the UN sanctions on A^ 
ghanistan it has become a valuable op- 
portunity for neighbouring Iran to ini- 
tiate steps for reconciliation with the 
Taliban administration. 

Some of the Afghan traders hav^in- 
formed that in the light of their media- 
tion between Kabul ami Tehran, tiie Ira- 
nian authorities announced resumption 
of delivery of the imported goods at 
Bandar AbbasPort. Iran impost ban on 
delivery of foreign goods following the 
Taliban capiture of Kabul some tiuee 
years ago. . ^ 

The Afghan ttadcrs informed that Ira- 
nian authorhies have made an- 
nouncement in this connection on 
previous Sunday and now a large 
number of ships loaded with Afghan 
Transit Trade goods have been di- 
verted from Turkmenistan port to 
Bandar Abbass. From the port all these 
transit goods enter into Afghanistan via 
Islam Qela, die bcwder town of Herat 
province. While Torghundi another 
border town of Herat province re- 
mained the entry point for transit 
goods coming to Afghanistan via Turic- 
menistan. An Afghan trader wh^jn fur- 
ther questioned, said tiiat during Tali- 
baan regime, the airiifting of imported 
goods from Dubai to Jalalabad and 
Kabul was too much reduced due to 
heavy cai^go chaises. 
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Afghan 
tumbles to 




By ismiil Khan 

PESHAWAR: The Afghan currency 
tumbled to a new record low Mow- 
ing the US^in^lred UN economic 
sancticms on Afghanistan, fuelling 
speculations of a further fall in the 
value, currency dealers here said. 

**There Is virtually little or no 
trading. Only small transactions are 
taking place. Nobody is condng to 
buy it,** Muhammad Zahid Khug^, 
an Afghan currency dealer at Pe- 
shawar*s main currency exchange 
market told this scribe. Currency 
dealers said that 100,000 Afghans 
were traded for Pakistani Rs 103 ($ 
1.90) on Monday, the day after the 
UN economic sanctions on 
Afghanistan came into force. This is 
an all time low, considering that 
100,000 afghanis were traded for Rs 
115/16 just a month ago, the cur- 
rency dealers said. *Tliis is a record 
low,** Khugyani said. 

The UN sanctions came into 
force on Sundi^, banning the Afghan 
Ariana aiiiine from carrying flights 
to outside of Afghaidstan and free- 
ing Afghanistan's assets. The sanc- 
tions inspired by the United States 
over refusal by the ruling TWiban to 
hand over Saudi Islamic militant 
Osama bin Laden for trial on chiffges 
of tiis invohrement in terrorist activ- 
ities. Osama is accused of being tlie 
mastermind behind the devastating 
i>ombings in Nairobi and Dares 
Salam in August last year. 

The sanctions have affected the 
/alue of the Afghan currency and I 
:eel that the afghanis would register 



further decline", Khygyani, a science 
graduate from Kabul, said. 

Another currency deder said that 
less demand for the afghanis during 
winter season could also contribute 
to a ftirther fall in Its vahie. 'Hiere is 
a less travelling and less purchases,** 
Akhtar Tariq, general secretary of 
the Zarab Sarafa Assodatiorij a plat- 
form representing more than 278 
currency dealers, said. 

He said that their business re- 
ceived a miyor shock following the 
military takeover in Pakistan on Oc- 
tober 12, when two days later the 
money eirchange market was closed 
down and their shops seal^ and 
later on November 14, when the Wi 
slapped sanctions on Afghanistan. 
•Most of us have lost heavily There 
is a bing difference in the value of 
the Afghan currency a month ago 
and now. Hiose v/ho had bought the 
af^tanis in speculation of a rise Ime 
been the most to suffer,** he re- 
marked. He said that the Pakistan 
government has now allowed them 
to deal only in the afghanis, pending 
certification from the State Bitnk of 
Pakistan. ^' r 

But the currency dealers tthe also 
bitter for another reason. They said 
that the district administ;fation 
closed down their business and' 
sealed their shops two days after the 
military coup. They said thai while 
the ban on money exchange was 
lifted elsewhere in the country, Pe- 
shawar's main mon^ exchange mar- 
ket remained closed. Akhtait Tariq, 
showing different State Bank of Pak- 
istan documents said that there had 



never been a ban on the exchange of 
Afghan currency in Pakistan. Fbr in- 
stance, an October 1972 State Bank 
of Pakistan letter said that "Afghan 
currency is not a foreign currency 
for the purpose of application of the 
Foreign Exchange Regulation Act.** 

Akhtar said that the ^puty com- 
missioner, Peshawai; Azean Khan al- 
lowed them to re-open their shops 
on the conditions that 1} the cur- 
rency dealers would give undertak- 
ing on a judicial stamp paper that 
each one of them would not deal in 
any other foreign currency without 
licence from the State Bank of Pak- 
istan. 2) They would restrict them- 
selves to dealing in Mgm^ currency 
and 3) They would abide by any fu- 
ture policy of the State Bank of Pak- 
istan. In all 188 dealers have red 
the affidavit and were allowed to re- 
open the market last week. 

The Sarafa Association leader 
said that the State Bank*s conditions 
were discriminatory as the same had 
not been applied in toto elsewhere. 
He said that the State Bank certifica- 
tion reqi^ed the dealers to own a 10 
ft X 10 ft shop, in^ereas the rnoney 
exchange market at Chowk Yadgar, 
he pointed out, was nearly a century 
old where shops were mainly of 
small, cabin sizes. He further said 
.that the State Bank's certification 
also required the money changers 
not to use their shops for any other 
purposes while the same resection 
had not been imposed on money 
changers elsewhere. This is dis- 
crimination and step motiierly treat- 
ment**, he said. 
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Zahir Shah finalises 
plans for Rome moot 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Former King of Af- 
ghanistan Mohammad 2Lahir Shah has 
fmalised his schedule in connection with 
an intra-Afghan dialogue, to be held in 
Rome, Italy from November 22 . 

The Afghan delegates, settled in vari- 
ous cities and towns of Pakistan would 
leave Islamabad for London on No- 
vember 20 from where they would pro- 
ceed to Rome. All delegates, 80 in 
number, would assemble from all over 
the world on November 2 1 , a day before 
formal sitting of the conference aimed 
at paving ways and means for conven- 
ing an early meeting of the traditional 
loya jirga for the settlement of the Af- 
ghan issue. 

It is pertinent to mention that former 
king Mohammad Zahir Shah is hosting 
the conference with the collaboration of 
Italian government Since 1982 when 
hundreds of the Afghan elites had held 
a gathering at Quetta and 1988-89, a 
gathering at Haji Camp Rawalpindi, die 
Rome gathering could be considered 
another well-attended and represented 
gathering of the Afghans in any foreign 
country. 

Earlier, Zahir Shah had discussed the 
purpose behind such efforts with some 
of his confiden|ial supporters in Rome, 



Italy and in the light of its outcome, now 
an 80-mcmber group was selected and 
named as advisory council for conven- 
ing a meeting of the Loya Jirga. 

The delegates who would assemble 
there from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Iran, 
United States, Germany. Australia, 
Switzerland and other countries would 
exchange views on ways and means for 
resolving of the conflict. 

Besides the Afghan elites who in- 
clude Jehadic leaders, and commanders, 
technocrats* ulema, intellectuals and 
former civil and military officers, 
MohammaKl Zahir Shah has also invited 
the representatives of the United Na- 
tions, Organisation of Islamic Coun- 
tries, and Saudi Arabia to attend 
the conference. 

This scribe has learnt that former King 
Mohammad Zahir Shah had ensured 
representation to each and every Af- 
ghan province as well as to all seg- 
ments. Through this 80-member team* 
Zahir Shah has made his best to ensure 
participation of all groups except 
Taliban and Northern Alliance in the 
five days Rome gathering. In fact, both 
Taliban and Northern Alliance are en- 
gaged in fighting against each others, 
therefore, they have not been invited. 
However, iKHh the rival factions would 
receive line's share in the meeting of 



Loya Jirga to be held very soon. 

Surprisingly, besides the peace-lov- 
ing moderate and democratic tninded 
Afghans, a number of active leaders of 
former jehadic and military factions 
have been invited to the Rome confer- 
ence. 

Even, Mullah Abdul Razzaq an ac- 
tive leader of Taliban Movement is also 
among those who are preparing for 
Rome moot. 

Among the invitees, former Afghan 
President Prof. Sibghat Ullah 
Mujaddadi, Pir Syed Ahmad Gillani, 
former Prime Minister Dr Abdul Samad 
Hamid, ex-ministers like Hamid Karzai, 
Abdul Sattar Seerat, Aziz Ullah Wasefi, 
Hidayat Amin Arsala were included. 
Among the peace-loving moderate, 
denKKratr ami nationalists Anwar Ul 
Haq Ahadi, Ghulam Ghaus Waziri, Dr 
Ahmad Yousaf NoOTistani. Haji 
Badshah Khan Zadran, Shehzada 
Masud^ Commanckr Abdul Haq, Qari 
Baba, Gen. Rahim Wardak , ge. Ayub 
Aseel, Gen. Abdul Rauf Safi, Maulvi 
Fazal Hadi Shinwar, Maulvi Abdul 
Rehman, Abdul Jabbar Taq va, Abdul 
Qadar Imami and Abdul Bari are 
prominent. Mst. Fatana Gillani, 
Tajwar Kakar and Slddiqua Balkhi ai^ 
among the nine women, invited to at- 
tend such a moot. 



Pakistan urged to help 
resolve Afghan issue 



From Our Correspotident 

PESHAWAR ^ The Peshawar-based 
Council for Understanding and National 
Unity of Afghanistan (CUNUA) has 
urged Pakistan to l^lp the peace-loving 
Afghans in their efforts for a negotiated 
solution to the conflict. 

"Return of peace in war-devastated 
Afghanistan is not only a dire need but 
even it is also beneficial for people of 
Pakistan in general and people of NWFP, 
Baluchistan and Tribal Areas in par- 
ticular," remarked the CUNUA 
President Pir Mohammad Etemadi 
in aa press conference here on Thurs- 
day. Flanked by his other colleagues 
included Dr. Rahim Pushtopnyar, Prof. 
Mohammad Asghar and others, Pir 
Mohanmiad said that CUNUA which is 
also known as ShuraH-Tafahum, is 
struggling for a political solution to the 
conflict which is possible through intra- 
Afghan dialogue as well as giving away 
just right of self-determination to Af- 
ghains. 

Highlighting a renewed strategy of 
the CUNUA, he said thai now ihcy have 



decided to convince Pakistan's socio- 
politico and religious circles to help 
them resolve the Afghan conflict So 
far, we have held a meeting witii former 
NWFP Chief Minister and PPP leader 
Aftab Ahniad Khan Sherpao and he had 
assured thim of his whole hearted sup- 
port. 

Answering a - question, Pir 
Mohanunad Etemadi said that it is clear 
that almost all the Pakistani political 
circles have backed their favourites in 
Afghanisiin and some of them still have 
do^ links ;With tli« warring factions^ 
But one must keep in mind that such 
links and' associations couldn't resolve 
the matter but make it further compli- 
cated. He md that all of these political 
forces i^ed to sincerely help them in 
resolving die conflict. • 

Referring to Taliban setup in Afghani- 
stan, the CUNUA President said, **we 
believe that Taliban lack confidence 
and support of the common people, 
whereas the problem could be resolved 
for ever when an acceptable govern- 
ment came into being.*' He added that 
they do not support any group or iiuli- 



vidual to beconve a ruler, they demand 
right of adult franchise to the Afghans. 
Prof. Asghar recalled tiiat before inva- 
sion of die former Soviet Union, tl^ 
former king had arranged elections. He 
was of the view that majority of the 
Afghans had been dishearted of fight- 
ing and hostilities in their motheriand 

Commenting on the UN and USA 
sanctions against Afghanistan, Pir 
Mohammad Etemadi has said that 
through such steps no one could ensure 
resolution matter. Through such sane* 
tions problems of the con»iite>n people 
could be further fuelled. In this connect 
tion^ he said that UN, USA and others 
need to think about durable solutimi of 
the issue which is po^ible only through 
convening a meeting of the traditional 
Loya Jirga. He added that Afghans are 
against narcotics and terrorism and he 
held responsible the imposed and pat- 
ronised puppets for this menace. 

Answering another question, Pir 
Mohammad Etemadi said that they be- 
lieved in negotiations and consultations 
and were hopeful abmit positive role in 
resolving of the confliot. 



DAWN 



Afghan-Iran border 
reopens for trade 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 21: The 
Taliban government movement 
declared 5ie country's border with 
Iran formally reopened for trade 
on Sunday after more than a year's 
closure amid signs of a thaw 
between the two neighbours. 

A senior Taliban official, quoted 
by an Afghan news service, also 
said that Iran would soon reopen 
its consulate in the western Af ^an 
town of Herat in a move to improve 
bilateral ties. 

"The coming and going of vehi- 
cles officially began on Sunday at 
Islam Qala (border point),*' the AIP 
quoted Herat province governor 
Mullah KhairuUah Khairkhwa as 
saying by telephone from Herat. 

"Although some vehicles crossed 
the border on Sattirday, but offi- 
cially the movement started on 
Sunday," he said. 

The Islam Qala border, on the 
route of the main highway from 
Afghanistan to Iran's Khorasan 
province, was closed in July last 
year amid Taliban charges that 



Tehran was supporting opposition 
forces. 

Khairkhwa said the Taliban and 
the Iranian government had also 
agreed to reopen the Iranian con- 
sulate at Herat "in the next one or 
two days". 

"We want better relations with 
Iran," said Khairkhwa, who also 
heads the wesl'ern zone of the 
Taliban-held w^*stern provinces 
bordering Iron. 

SMUGGLERS: Meanwhile, a 
report from Tehran said Iranian 
revolutionary guards had killed 17 
Afghan drug smugglers and freed 
five hostages in two separate clash- 
es in northeast .Iran's Khorasan 

province. 

In the first incident near the 
town of Torbat-i-Jam 10 Afghans 
were killed and two guards wound- 
ed, while five Iranians who had 
been ts^en hostage were released, 
a number of papers reported. 

In the second dash, reported by 
the Qods daily, seven Afghans 
were killed.— Reiiters/AFP 



Iran- Afghan border 
reopens today 



KABUL, Nov 20: The Afghanis- 
tan-Iran border (Mam Qila) will be 
reopened for unlimited trade from 
Sunday under an agreement 
between the two countries, the 
Taliban foreign minister 
announced here on Saturday. 

Mullah Wakil Ahmad Mutawakil 
told a news conference that the 
agreement was reached at talks 
between the Iranian consul and 
Taliban provincial governor in 
Herat. 

The talks in Herat followed an 
earlier meeting between traders of 
the two countries on reopening the 
border crossing, the Afghan Islamic 



Press (AIP) said. 

Trade will play a "major role" 
toward improving relations 
between the two countries to the 
benefit of both Afghans and 
Iranians, Mutawakil said. 

Islam Qila was dosed in summer 
last year by Iranian authorities 
after they massed troops close to 
the border after the murder of nine 
of their diplomat^ in Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The closure had cut off imports 
of foodstuffs, fuel, consumer goods 
and used cars 'into Taliban-con- 
trolled territory from the Gulf, cut- 
ting a lucrative Source of revenue 
for the militia. —AFP 



Afghanistan, 
Iran border 
reopetis today 

KABUL (AFP) . The Afghanistan- 
Iran border will beieopened for unlim^ 
ited trade from today (Sunday) under 
an agreement between the two coun- 
tries, the lUiiban militia's foreign min- 
ister announced here Saturday. 

Mawlawi A^^Jdl Ahmad Mutawakel 
told a news conference the agreement 
was reached at talks betweoi the Irani- 
an consul and Taliban provincial gov- 
ernor in the western Afghan town of 
Herat on the Iran bordet 

Hie Mam Qala bordering crossing 
will be reopen^ from November 21 for 
trade betwe^ the two onintries, he sakl 

*The border is going to open tomor- 
row ami there will no limitation on the 
trade,* he said on Satiuxiay. 

Trade will play a *major role' toward 
improving reli^oi^ between the two 
countries to die benefit of both Afghans 
aiid biiniiBis, besakl IteiQala wasdos^ 
lastyear by Iranian mithorities after they 
massed tens of thousands of troops close 
to the fiontierfblknvmgthemuid»'(^nine 
of their diplomats in the northern Af- 
ghan city of Mazar-i-Sharif. 
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Poor Afghans grow poppy to earn a living 
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By Suzaime Goldenberg 

KHOGIANI DISTRICT hard to resist. salary as a head teachw is less than 

(Afghanistan): The fields of This year's harvest was a blimps $10 a month. *'How can I fee^ 

* Khogiani may look dry and barren , one — the UN estimated that family? I know it is forbidden in 

( now but by April they will be alive , Afghanistan prodiu:ed 4,581 tons of Islam but I have no choice,** he 

with colour. It will not be the gold opium, a 117% increase on last adds. 

I of wheat, traditionally year, although admittedly 1998*s In Khogiani district, the entire 

Afghanistan's main crop, however crop was damaged by hail, and economy is budlt cm poppy ~- next 

( — instead they will be ^ed with poppy cultivation expanded to 27 Biay's harvest b used as a collateral 

the swaying red, M*ite and purple new districts. against bans takaa in the autimm, 

heads of opium poppies. Next year i»romises an even larg- and diere is a l»ri^ trade in poppy 

According to the annual UN er crop, with the ruling Taliban in a futures, 

drug control programme survey, defiant mood after the UN imposed When opium prices peaked this 

Khogiani district, near Jalalabad, sanctions last week for its reluusal to ' year, the luckier farmers of 

is the fourth most productive hand over the Saudi fugitive, Khogiani earned 40,000 Pakistani 

poppy growing area in Afghanistan Osama bin Laden. rupees a kilo ((pounds sterling)500/ 

with 5,338 hectares (13,540 acres) In Khogiani this season, th^ are $^ a kilo), 

turned over to drugs. The crop is of hardly plantii^ anything else. Ev^ Th(»e forced to take on advance 

^ a very high quality with 7.5kg a respeirted citizen Hke Mr Ibrahim on the May crop had to settle for 

i of opium yielding 1kg of pure hero- says: *'Ihe government sometimes (pounds sterling)150.($240). 

in- says it is going to ban heroin in OmdaBy, poppy culthration, traf- 

. Mohammed Ibrahim, the head- Afghanistan, but if people can't fiddng and the use heroin is ille- 

^ master of the village school, says find another way to support ^eir ^ accor<Hng to Shariat, but there 

( proudly: *^ary good heroin. Ours is family, no one is going to be aide to is only token enforcement of the 

tfiebestin Afghamstan." stop peoplegrowingopiitm. lt ban. 

( Once wheat was the main crop would lead to dvil war.»* * ' Although the Taliban last month 

but the devastation of 20 years of ' The father of seven says he urged farmers to turn a tlurd of 

( war have made the lure of opium knows heroin is harmful* but his their fields over to food crops, even 



Tehran's Afghan moot to 
work out formula for GA 



TEHRAN (Agencies) - The repre- 
sentatives of various Afghan groups 
have gathered in the Iranian capital Te- 
hran to work out formula for the for- 
mation of a 400-member grand assem- 
bly inside Afghanistan or in a neigh- 
bouring country within next two to three 
months, reports Radio Tehran. 

The organizer of three-day meeting, 
now in progress in Tehran, Humanyiim 
Jarir said that 25 representatives of dif- 
ferent Afghan groups are taking part in 
it to review the Afghan issue. 

He said that the three-day meeting in 
Tehran is being held in this context. Jarir 
added that nobody in Afghanistan could 
oppose the decisions of the 400 mem- 
ber grand assembly. He went on to say 
that Taliban have also been invited to 
send official envoy to the meeting. 

Referring to the inconclusive meet- 
ings and conferences on Afghanistan in 
the past, Janr said that a number of po- 
litical activists abroad have reached the 
conclusion that the Afghan conflict 
could not be resolved without a local 
initiative i.e. under the shadow of talks 
and consensus and national will with 
the participation of all political, reli- 
gious and ethnic groups. 

He also referred to the previous three 
Ratings on Alfhanistan in Gyprusoit- 



tended by the Afghans experts, profes- 
sionals, Shia-Sunni scholars, Hazaras, 
Uzbeks, Tajiks and Pukthoons living 
abroad and said that these meeting en- 
dorsed the need for holding a Loya Jir- 
ga. 

He said that in the second meeting in 
Cyprus some six weeks ago, it was de- 
cided that a 25-member group under the 
UN and QIC auspices should consider 
and take necessary steps for holding a 
grand meeting of 400 member in Af- 
ghanistan representing different po- 
litical, religious and ethnic Afghan 
groups. 

Afghanistan to be 
cleared of mines by 
year 2007 

ISLAMABAD (PPI) - Mine Action 
Programme for Afghanistan (MARA) is 
conndent to clear the high priority are- 
as of the war-ravaged country by the 
year 2007 provided the current fund- 
ing levels remain intact. The UNO- 
CHA*s mine action programme of sf- 
ghanistan in its annual report 1998 
pointed out that significant progress has 
been made in surveying and clearing 
high priority mine and UXO contami- 
nated areas. 



I^emment ministers concede that 
people have litde real choice. 

'*This is the only way die people 
of Afghanistan can feed them- 
selves," says Sher Mohammed 
Abbas Stanikzai, the deputy health 
minister in Kabul. *'If the world 
does not help us, and does not try to 
solve our problems, opiiun produc- 
tion will increase. There is no 
doubt." 

In Khogiani, the farmers are well 
aware of crop substitution pro- 
grammes and other efforts by the 
UN to wean them from opiim£ But 
they say more must be offered to 
get ihem to switch, such as a dam to 
collect the siMing run-off from, the 
nearby mountains, and maybe a 
factory of some sort to give jobs tc 
the young. 

Mean\diile, poppy has become 
their life. The UN says land values 
now are determined by suitability 
for poppy production, rather thar 
wheat, the country*s staple fcK>d, 
'-'4kwm/The Guardian News Service, ^ 
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Rome moot may help 
resolve Afghan imbroglio 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - The outcome of the 
much-publicised Rome intra-Afghan 
conference, hosted by former King 
Mohanunad Zahir Shah, is still awaited 
but a majority of the moderate anddemo- 
cratic-minded Afghans has termed the 
moot a positive step towards resolving 
of the conflict. The Afghans had 
convefned the meeting in Rome to dis- 
cuss ,in-depth, ways and means to pull 
Afghanistan out of existing crisis. 

Atleast 15 leading Afghan elites who 
attended the Rome moot, have arrived 
back with great expectations regarding 
return of peace and tranquility in their 
motherland, badly affected in the last 
20 years. On the invitation of former 
king Mohammad Zahir Shah, some 22 
leading Afghan figures had flown to 
Rome, from Pakistan on November 19 
last. On conclusion of the conference, 
arranged by former king Mohammad 
Zahir Shah with collaboration of the 
Italian government, 15 delegates have 



decided to return to Peshawar and Quetta 
while the remainii^g seven proceeded to 
various western countries for disposal 
of their social and medical assignments. 

Prof. Qazi Gul Rehman when con- 
tacted said that majority of the del- 
egates who assembled at feme from all 
over the world are unanimous over a 
single-point which is return of peace 
and reconciliation in Afghanistan. 

Answering a question. Prof. Qazi Gul 
Rehman said that though a limited 
number of people turned to Rome Con- 
ference but it could be considered a 
stepping stone towards t|ie grand as- 
sembly comprising genuirie representa- 
tives of the war affected Afghans.lt is 
crystal clear that not only leaders of the 
warring factions but even the genuine 
representatives of the Afghans could be 
invited to the propo.sed meeting of Loya 
Jirga. He added that he btelieves that 
only through negotiations' and table- 
talks the matter could be resolved. 

Former Afghan Minister and chief- 
tain of the central Ghor province Abdul 



Qadar Imami when approached ex- 
pressed satisfaction over outcome of 
such a meeting. 

Abdul Qadar Imami said, "we are 
hopeful of Rome Conference positive 
out come as it was the first ever assem- 
bly held in any impartial Country." 
Elaborating his point of view, he said 
that Italy remained among a few coun- 
tries which has never extended any sort 
of help and assistance to the warring 
factions involved in-fighting. 

In response to another question, 
Shehzada Masud said that Rome Con- 
ference had proved that now a number 
of countries included United States of 
America, European Community and 
Saudi Arabia along with United Na- 
tions and Organisation of the Islamic 
countries are desirous for early solution 
to Afghan conflict.lt was further learnt 
that all ^ delegates have been asked to 
convey messages of former king 
Moharnmad 2Mr Shah to their countiy- 
men. It Is hoped that the moot may pave way 
for a negotiated solution to problem. 



Afghan infighting has 
multiplied masses miseries 



From Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR - Tens of thousands 
Afghans have not only lost their lives in 
the 20-years long uncertainty and in- 
fighting in their motheriand but the 
imposed war and hostilities had made 
uncertain future of countless young- 
sters and children. 

The influential family from Qarabagh, 
Kabul is not only uncertain about its 
future but almost all its members are 
confined to the boundary walls of a 
rented house at Hayatabad. 

Hie family of one-time strong and 
influential tribal chieftain Ghulam 
Hassan Khan Safi, who remained Af- 
ghanistan's Consul General at Peshawar, 
is now passing through worst kind of 
crises. So far, more than 25 members of 
the family, mostly women and children 
are now at the mercy one Sher Shah, 
having serious ear injuries. The bad 
days of the family started when Taliban 
entered Kabul in the end of September 
1996. Despite surrendering their con- 
trolled Bagram Air Base to them 
(Taliban) along with 400 No's of mod- 
em and heavy weapons, Taliban have 



not only ejected the family from their 
Qarabagh and Karla-i-Parwan resi- 
dences but even set im fire their billion 
rupees of rupees gardens, agriculture 
lands and constructed houses at 
Qarabagh in the August-September 
1999 fighting to North of Kabul Even 
after getting in hand the Bagram Air 
base and 400 no's of modem and so- 
phisticated weapons along with scores 
of vehicles, the Taliban leadership have 
appreciated Aamir Anwar Oryakhel, his 
brothers Haji Ghubar, Sher Shah and 
others. . 

As a result of Taliban and other jehadic 
and militia forces undeclared hostili- 
ties, the family has not only scattered 
but its widow female members and or- 
phan children have been deprived of 
their just right of survival Taliban lead- 
ers have first ordered the family of late 
Ghulam Hassan Khan Safi and late 
Wakeel Asad Ullah Khan to leave their 
Qara Bagh and Karta-i-Pafwan resi- 
dences in eariy 1997. At that time, both 
Aamir Anwar and Sher Sh$th were not 
present in Kabul and only tjaji Ghubar 
was there. In the light of Taliban leader- 
ship directives, the family vacated their 
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houses and they got shelter with some 
relatives in Shahdarag, near Kabul gar- 
rison. 

However, the miseries of the affected 
family were further enhanced when in 
the beginning of previous August,- 
Taliban soldiersThad introduced a new 
trend just for strategic purposes whereas 
they set on fire the agriculjyrejand and 
houses: Sher Shah while fisting out mis- 
eries of his family to fhe Nation, in- 
formed that after migrating to Peshawar 
in eariy 1997 they' were regularly re- 
ceiving income of their grapes gardens 
and other agriculture production. 

In response to a question, Sher Shah 
recalled that he had lost two brothers 
during the recent fighting while two 
others have been disappeared. Now he 
himself is looking after five families 
having strength more than 25 per- 
sons. 

Answering a question, Sher Shal 
said thai he didn't target a parliculai 
force for hatching conspiracy against 
his family but in the light of their 
neutral and impartial views they are 
facing threats from all those who are 
involved in the ongoing fighting. 

* • % . '•'ft 



,SHB HEWS IMTERNATIONAL 0 3 HO'/ ^agj 

Mulla Omar threatens 
to close Osama chapter 

Rejects Bin Laden's request for departure 



By Rahknullaii Ykisufzai 

PESHAWAR: Taliban leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar warned l\iesday 
that his Islamic moyement would be 
constrained to dose the Osama bin 
Laden chapter if the US continued to 
block its proposals to peacefully re- 
solve the dispute concerning the 
Saudi-bom dissident 

Talking to The News from his 
headquarters in Kandahar, south- 
western Afghanistan, he also alleged 
that the US and Russia had Joined 
hands not to fight terrorism but to 
wipe out Islam and Muslims. 

The hard-hitting statement by 
Mulla Omar was miuie in reply to a 
letter by Bin Laden in which he had 
offered to leave Afghanistan pro- 
vided the Taiiban as^sted in his de- 
parture and his destination was kept 
secret It could effectively any hopes 
of a compromise on Bin Laden's fate 
before November 14 when UN eco- 
nomic sanctions against Afghanistan 
would go into effect The UN had 
threatened to impc^ these sanction 
November 14 onwards if the Taliban 
failed to expel Bin Laden to a third 
country from where he could be 
taken to the US to face trial on ter- 
rorism chaige3. 

The US hais charged Bin Laden 
with masterminding tjie bombings of 
the US embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania on August 7 last year. Bin 



Laden has denied the charges and 
his TBdiban hosts in Afghanistan have 
called for solid evide^e from the US 
to prove his involvement in the 
bombings: A USTnii9eiTUsnle attack 
on Bin Laden's camps in Afj^^umistan 
on August 20 last year and economic 
sanctions already imposed by Wash- 
ington on Af^anistan have faUed to 
break the l^iban resolve not to 
abandon the Saudi yamist 

In his latest statement, Mulla 
Omar regretted that the US re^nse 
to Bin Laden*s offer to leave 
Afghani^an was not positive. "Ear- 
lier Taliban proposals to resolve the 
issue through talks with the US or 
vesting of authority with Mamie re- 
ligious scholars from different coun- 
tries to give their verdict on Bin 
Laden*s fate were also r«yected by 
the Americans. All this shows that 
the US government was not keen on 
a peaceful and negc^iated solution of 
the problem. The US stand is un- 
just," plained the "Mban leader. 

SiQing that the present situation 
was extremely dangeroi^ for Mus- 
lims the world over and praying to 
Allah Almighty to . make the anti- 
Islam forces suffer] MuUa Omar ar- 
gued that the Muslims were left with 
no option but to sacrifice their lives 
for the cause of Mam. He said there 
was no need to talk to the US about 
Bin Laden when it continues to pur- 
sue an inflexible policy. 

The Taliban Islamic Movement 
founder alleged that tite US and Rus- 
sia had Joined hahds ostensibly to 
figjit terrorism but in real terms they 
wanted to wipe out? Islam. Without 
naming Russian (>riine minister 
^^adimir Putin, he argued timt coop- 
eration between this US and Russia 
had even enabled defeated former 
conununists to publicly revive their 
tirade against Islam. "THe US and 
Russia conMdered Islam a threat and 
were, therefore, cooperating with 
each other to harm Muslims. 
; Afghanistan's sufferings in the past 
and even now and whatever was 
happening in Chechnya, TBjikistan, 
: Uzbekistan md certain other coun- 
tries were the re^t of Russia's poli- 
cies and excesses. Russia was now 
committing cruelties by claiming 
that it was fitting terrorism," main- 
t^ed Mulla Omar. 



Osama to 
remain in 
Afghanistan: 
Taliban 

KABUL, Nov 3: Af^anistan's rul- 
ing Taliban on Wednesday vowed 
not to expel Osama bin Laden 
accusing the United States of using 
the Saudi millionaire as an excuse 
to pressure the militia. 

Bin Laden will not be expelled 
from Afghanistan luiless he lUmself 
opts to leave, Taliban foreign minis- 
ter Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkel said. 

''It is natural. He had voluntarily 
come to Afghanistan and can leave 
if he wants. Otherwise we will not 
expel him,** Mutawakkel said in his 
first press conference following his 
appointment last week. 

The minister said the Taliban 
government had made several sug- 
gestions in the past but a lack of 
response showed the United States 
had hidden motives. 

Hie cold US reaction to last mon- 
th's talks with the Taliban and to 
the recent offer by bin Laden to 
quit Afghanistan lent support to 
Taliban beliefs Washington was 
looking for "excuses** to pressiire 
the militia, he added.~AFP 
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Taliban unwilling tx) hand 
over Osama despite curbs 



UNITED NATIONS: With only two 
days to go bdbre IJN sanctl(His come 
into effect, Afghanistan's Id£unist 1^- 
iban leaders show no signs of being 
willing to hand, over Osanm bin 
Laden. 

A r^lution passed by the UN Se- 
cuiity Ckiimdl October 15 requires 
states to freeze the "Mban's assets 
abroad unless Osama is handed ovi&r 
within 30 days. The resolution also 
reqpaires states to deity flying limits to 
any aircndt owned, leased or oper- 
ated by or on behalf of the TEdiban. 

Osanm, a billicHmire Saudi dissi- 
dent, was indicted on 224 murder 
charges in a New York court on 
November 4, 1998, for the alleged 
bombings of US embassies in Ka:^ 
and Taroania on August 7, 1998. 

Afghanistan's national carrier Ari- 
ana said Monday that more thim 
300,000 Afghans in the Qulf region 
will be affected if the sanctions are 
carried, out after the Security Coun- 
cil's deadline fails on Monday But in 
an interview published in Abu Dhabi 
on Wednesday, the 'Mban's Fbreign 
Minister Wakil Ahmad Mutawakkil 
said the movement would neyer ex- 
tradite Bin Laden. He told the news- 
ps^r Al-Ittihad Ve stick to our prin- 
cipled stand and refuse to hand over 

Laden to an infidel state." 

Hie US-sponsored Security Coun- 
(dl resdution 1267 demand that the 
Taliban hand over Osama "without 
further delay to a country where he 



has been in^cted* or v^re he would 
be 'brcHight to justice*. 

Thousands of Taliban soldiers and 
Afghan people marched throu^ the 
streets of Kandahar in soiilhem 
Afghanistan on ^^^esday to protest 
at the threat (^ sanctions. They waved 
p]BCBt6s, shouted "Down with Amer- 
ica" and pelted the local UN office 
with stones. They al^ burned tl}e 
American flag and tordied a^ effigy 
of President BiU Clinton, tti^ report 
said. ' 

the show of defiance folldii^d 
calls by a Psakistani religious leadfer, 
Maulana Eudur Rahman for the Or- 
ganisation of the Islamic Ck)nference 
(OIC) to mediate between the Tsliban 
and the UN to remove the thr^ of 
sanctions. 

¥M told reporters on Hiesday that 
he had written to OIC Secretary Geh- 
erid Ezzedin Larak^ asking him "to 
play a medii\tory role and.secure a 
suspension" of resolutio|t 1267. 

But Mutawakkil said the Taliban 
expected no help from other Muslim 
countries. "Islamic people know the 
truth and their position is different 
from that of their governments wliich 
are weak and cannot do anythkig," he 
said, complaining th4 Kuwait revises 
even to receive Talibkt delegations. 

Mutawakkil said the Taliban had 
not sought any deal with Washington 
such as official recognition or finan- 
cial aid in tetum for bin Laden's mir- 
reiMier. — AFP 



Mmister opposes 
broad based govt 

in Afghanistan' 

From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Muslim Haqqani. 
Ministerfor Religious Affairs in Taliban 
administration has rejected the proposal 
regarding formation of a broad-based 
coalition government saying that the 
incumbent govt is represented by all 
segments. 

**Our government is represented by 
all ethnic and lingual groups/* he re- 
marked while answering a question 
during a brief press chat with t|i<e news- 
men at Dar Ul Uloom Haqqania, Akora 
Khattakon Thursday. Mr. Muslim Yar 
Haqqani along widi a number of other 
Afghan minister and high ranking stal- 
warts of Taliban's Islamic government 
came from Kabul attend the annual 
Dastarbandi of Dar Ul Uloom Haqqania 
run by former Senator Maulana Sami 
Ul Haq. The annual Dastar Bandi at 
Dar Ul Uloom Haqania^ Akora 
Khattak provides an opportunity to 
like minded religious scholars and 
religious cum political activists from 
both Pakistan and Afghanistan to 
have a sitting. Former Senator 
Maulana Sami Ul Hac^ who is lead- 
ing his faction of Jamiat Ul Ulema 
Islam« is known for his whole- 
hearted support to Taliban always 
proud of Dar Ul Uloom Haqania. 
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Taliban show 
no readiness to 
surrender Osama 



UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - With 
only two days to go before UN sane* 
tions come into enect, Afghanistan's 
Islamist Taliban leaders show no signs 
of being willing to hand over the sus- 
pected terrorist Osama bin Laden, 

A resolution passed by the UN Secu- 
rity Council October 15 requires all 
states to freeze the Taliban's, assets 
abroad unless bin Laden is handed 
over within 30 days. 

The resolution also requires states to 
deny flying rights toany aiicraftowncd, 
leiascd or opemcd by or on behalf of 
the Taliban. 

Bin Laden, a billionaire Saudi dissi- 
dent, was indicted on 224 murder 
charges in a New Yoiic court on No- 
vember 4, 1998, few the bombings of 
the US embassies in Kenya and Tan- 
zania on August 7. 1998, which also 
left 4,500 people injured 

Afghanistan'snationalcanier Ariana 
said Monday that more than 300,( 
Afghans; in tlw Gulf region will be 
affected if the sanctions are carried out 
after the Security Council's deadline 
falls on Monday. 

But in an interview published in Abu 
Dhabi on Wednesday, the Taliban's 
Foreign Minister Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawakkel said the movement would 
never extradite bin Laden. 

He told the newspaper. Al-Ittihad 
"we stick to our principled stand and 
refuse to hand over bin Laden to an 
infidel state.'* 

The US-sponsored Security Council 
Resolution 1267 demands that the 
Taliban hand over bin Laden "without 
further delay to a country where he has 
been indicted" or where he would be 
brought to justice. 



Thousands^ of Taliban soldiers and 
Afghan people marched through the 
streets of Kandahar in souths Ai- 
ghanismn on Wednesday to protest at 
the threat of sanctions. 

They waved placards, shouted 
"Down witii America" and pelted die 
local UN office with stone?, the Af- 
ghan Islamic Press said in the Paki- 
stani city of Quetta; 

They also burned the American flag 
and torched an effigy of President Bill 
Clinton, tli^ report said. 

The show of defiance followed calls 
by a Pakistani religious leader, 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman for the Or- 
ganisation of the.Islamic Conference 
(OIC) to mediate between the Taliban 
and the UN to remove the dueat of 
sanctions. 

Rehman told reporters on Tuesday 
that he had written to OIC Secretary 
General Ezzedin Laraki asking hun 
"to play a mediatory role and secure a 
suspension" of Resolution 1267. 

But Mutawakkel said the Taliban 
expected no help fix>m other Muslim 
countries. 

"Islamic'peopic know the fatth and 
thek position is different htm that of 
titeir go vermnents which are weak and 
can not do anything,** he said, com- 
plaining that Kuwait refuses even to 
receive Taliban delegations. • 

Mutawakkel said the Taliban had 
not sought any deal with Washington 
such as official recognition or finan- 
cial aid in return for bin Laden's sur- 
render. 

Talks with the United States had 
failed "because America considers it- 
self master of the worid and must be 
obeyed without discussion," he said.^ 



A plot to spoil 
Pak- Afghan ties, 
says Mullah Omar 

ISLAMABAD{AFP) - The head of 
the ruling Afghan Tdiban Friday de- 
nounced the bomb blasts as a conspira- 
cy to sour relations with Islmnabad and 
aggravate tension with the United Na- 
tions and the United States. . 

Mullah Mohanmuul Omar issued the 
condemnation from his Kandahar head- 
quarters in southern Afghanistan fol- 
lowing six explosions in Islamabad tar- 
geting the US mission and UN offices. ' 

"It is a conspiracy aimed at soiling 
Afghan-Pakistan relations and fuelling 
current tension between Afghanistan 
and the United Nations and the United 
States," he said in a statement issued 
throu^ the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP). 

The six blasts that shook Islmnabad 
Friday come at a tinie of anti-Ameri- 
can sentiment in Pakistan and just two 
days before the United Nations impos- 

:es sanctions on Afghanistan. 

i The UN Security Council will bring in 
rsanctions from Sunday unless the ruling 
Taliban militia hand over indicted ter- 
rorist 0?ama bin Laden. 

; Osama, who is on the FBI's 10 most 
wanted list, has been charged in the 
United States with the bomMngs of the 

: US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania in 
;AMgpstia8t year in which 224 people 
died. 
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TaUban stay defiant 
as curbs go toto effect 

UN decision sparks demos in Kabul 



52 KABUL (AFP) - The ruling 
^ Taliban militia Sunday vowed it 
lx> would not expell Osama bin Laden 
<^ under pressure as the UN sanctions 
against Afghanistan went into ef- 
fect^ sparicing demonstrations in 
Kabul. 

ft A senior Taliban spokesman 
Q Abdul Hai Mutmaen said Osama 
a. bin Laden would not be expelled 
from Afghanistan against his will. 
"Afghan traditions and Islamic 
^ bonds do not allow us to hand htm 
^ over/* he ackied. 
^ Mutmaen said the Taliban gov- 
Q emment could not be held lesponsi- 
^ ble for the public anger caused by 
Cxi the "unjust UN sanctions against 
Afghanistan. "We are not responsi- 
ble for the rage and anger of people 
who cannot give up their pride md 
cannot yield to foreign pressure/* 
Mutant said after crowds attacked 
the former US embassy building 
and the UN office in Kabul 

Taliban troops fired shots in the 
air as demonstrators pelted the 
buildings with stones* smashed 
windows and computers and over- 
turned vehicles. 



The sanctions slapped over 
Taliban's refusal to expel! the Saudi 
billionaire will prevent Taliban-con- 
trolled Anana Afj^an Airiii^ from 
landing or taking off overseas and 
will mean the freezing' of Taliban 
accounts abroad. Ariana carries 
nearly all the country's post and 
handicraft exports and is a key link 
to Afghan expatriates working in 
the Gulf. 

Speaking from th6 militia's 
headquarters in southern Kamiahar 
city, the spokesman said the 
Afghans expressed their anger as 
'Ihe unfair and cruel sections will 
add to the fm^blems of the people.** 
Mutmaen said the sanctions, rather 
than solving any problem, would 
further com^icate the issue. 

He added the TaUban wanted to 
negotiate with the United Stmes but 
it tud adopted an inflexible position 
on the Osama bin Laden issue. 

"Negotiations are ;bur central 
policy, but the US should not al- 
ways ride the samefdonkey. It 
should pay heed to the demand of 
the Afghan people and the situa- 
tion," he stressed. He said Taliban 



foreign minister Wakil Ahmed 
Mutawakel appealed to the UN to 
extend Sunday's deadline but re- 
ceived no reply. 

Protestors threw stones, over- 
turned cars and guard huts and 
burnt UN flags as the crowds shout- 
ed: "Death to America, Death to 
womaniser Clinton.** Taliban 
guards fired into the air and it took 
Siem up to an hour to drive back the 
mob. It was not clear if anyone was 
hurt. 

Mutmaen said the sanctions 
rather tlian solving any problem, 
would further complicate the issue. 

"Osama is only an excuse. The 
US wants to implement its own de- 
signs here," an official told the mob. 
"Never worry about these sanc- 
tions. God is feeding you," he said. 

Civil aviation minister Akhtar 
Mohammad Mansur told the 
Afghan Islamic Press, some 1.700 
people at Ariana would be out of 
work. UN workers in Kabul kept a 
low profile Sunday. Only essential 
stsiff reported for work and the 
UN's charactcnsiic white vehicles 
stayed off the roads. 
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Free distribution of literature 
on demining in Afghanistan 



By MIKI MUNAKATA 
PESHAWAR - The Afghan 
Campaign to Ban Landmines 
(ACBL) has last week published 
26,000 booklets entitled ''Stories 
of Mine Victims in Afghanistan'' 
both in English and Pashto for 
the first time for free distribution 
to the residents of Peshawar. 

The organisation has been ac- 
tively campaigning on landmine 
awareness, especially by the 
Afghan refugees. A.W. Najimi, 
coordinator of the ACBL, said 
that it was important for the 
Pakistani people to know of the 
issue as landmines existed near 
the border areas of Afghanistan 
as well as India. 

^'Landmines affect various 
sectors such as agriculture, 
transport, forestry and educa- 
tion. Majority of the people are 



now aware of the problems of 
landmines. It will be useful for 
them when they return to their 

country," said Najimi. 

The landmines and unexplod- 
ed ordinances (UXOs) were 
originally planted and scattered 
all over the country during 
1980s and early 1990s by the 
Russians. 

According to the ACBL 
newsletter, up to date only 146 
square km has been cleared and 
the area of 700 square km is yet 
waiting to be cleared of mines. 

Najimi said that the estimated 
number of victims was about 
210,000, but it is impossible to 
say anything with certainty be- 
cause they could be the war vic- 
tims. "36 per cent of the victims 
are children. 

There are between 20 and 25 



casualties per month in the coun- 
try.** Najimi added. 

It is said that the Taliban 

banned planting landmines. 

However, UXOs are actively 
used in the factional fighting, es- 
pecially in the northern areas. 

*The number of UXOs is in- 
creasing everyday," said Farid 
Elmi, operation officer for the 
Afghan Technical Consultant 
(ATC) based in Peshawar. 
"UXOs cause more harm to the 
ordinary people. They think they 
are safer than landmines and 
they handle them themselves," 
he said. The ATC collected more 
than 425,000 UXOs from 1990 
till October this year, he in- 
formed. 

Afghanistan is one of those 
countries in the world which are 
grossly affected by mines. 
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KABUL: the Chairman Anti-Nar- 
cotics High Conun|ssion of Taliban^ 
Mulla Abdul Hameed Akhund has 
said that the UN economic sanctions 
on Afghanistan ynMd force the mis- 
erable Afghans to once again resort 
to poppy cultivation which would 
have its impacts on the entire world. 

He S£ud that the Commission has 
jointly worked with the United Na- 
tions to combat drugs in 
Afghanistan. If the United Nations 
goes ahead with its plan to slap sanc- 
tions on Afghani^an, it would com- 
pel the poor and miserable people of 
Afghanistan to find other ways and 
means for managing their livelihood. 
He said it would once again increase 
poppy cultivation in Afghanistan. 
The UN decision would not only con- 
front the world people with (knger 
but would also make the people of 
'^ghanistan to face dangers, he 
added. "We want justice so thai the 
threat posed to the world and the in- 
nocent Afghan nation could be 
checked", the Cliairman said. 

He said that if tfie United N^ions 
imposes economic sanctions against 
Afghanistan, it would not reduce the 
threat to the world rather it would in- 
crease it because the drugs poses 
great threat to the worW people pal-- 
ticularly youths. 

Although the Anti-Narcotic High 
Commission, under the direcUves of 
the Taliban*s supreme leaders trying 
to bar tjje people from cultivating 
/-poppy ifi Afghanistan. But the peo- 
ple have economic constraints and if 
the sanctions add to the economic 
compulsions of ihe people, it would 
have negative effects, he added. 



Hameed Akhund said that the 
people are fading lot of economic 
problems in Afghanista^i. They are 
faced with food problem. If the 
world confronts the Afghans with 
more economic problems, it would 
force them to opt for poppy cultiva- 
tions as the import of edibles would 
come to an end in the wake of eco- 
nomic sanctions. He said that he has 
conveyed his concerns and appre- 
hensions to the W officii as well. 
"We have held a number of meetihgs 
with them informing them about the 
problems of the people of 
Afghanistjm. We have assured them 
^ that the Islamic Emirate and people 
of Afii^anistan are ready to get rid of 
the problem but if the world puts 
economic burdens and problems on 
Afghanistan, it would further com- 
plicate the issue that would also con- 
front the worW with the drugs ttureat. 
— PPI 

AFP adds: UN sanctions on 
Afghanistan's Talitian, which came 
into force^unday, will only hurt f the 
Afglian people and not the Taliban,'' 
a militia representative here said. "It 
is the peopleVho will suffer, not the 
Taliban. We are;used to war and dif- 
ficulties," said Azizur Rahman, press 
attache at the Embassy of the Is- 
lamic emirate of Afghanistan in Abu 
Dhabi. "We fear for our people (but) 
as diplomats, we will not have as 
much trouble travelling," Rahman 
added. Pakistan will become an obli- 
gatory crossing point for those 
wishing to enter Afghanistan, fol- 
lowing the United Nations imposi- 
tion of an air embargo and financial 
sanctions. 



Taliban allow UN aid 
to opposition areas 



KABUL, Nov 20: The Taliban 
authorities said on Saturday it 
would allow the United Nations to 
send urgently-needed humanitarian 
aid to tens of thousands of people 
in the Panjsher valley, an opposi- 
tion stronghold. 

Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil 
Ahmed Muttawakil told a news con- 
ference that the UN could send 
food and other relief goods to the 
Panjsher valley, bastion of opposi- 
tion military commander Ahmed 
ShahMasood. 

The UN officials said the Taliban 
had earlier refused to 0ve permis* 
sion for the aid to cross military 
lines. 

Tens of thousands of people liv- 
iitg in the Shomali vall^, nonlt of 
Kabul, were forced to take refuge 
in the Panjsher valley by a Taliban 
offensive against Masood in 



August 

The UN officials in Islamabad 
said earlier this month that up to 
50,0(K) people, trapped by war in 
the besieged valley, faced severe 
food shortages this winter unless 
aid was delivered, soon. 

"There is no difficulty or hin- 
drance from our, side in diis regard. 
We recommend the UN bring aid 
for the displaced people in Kabul 
too,*' Muttawakil said. 

He was refaring to thousands of 
people also from the Shomali valley 
who have talfen refuge in the 
capital which,, like most of war- 
scarred Afghanistan, is under 
Taliban rule. , 

The UN expects to send some 
3^000 tones of aid ounprising foo4 
shelter, clothing and fuel for 
displaced fan^lies living in public 
buildings in Fj^nj^er.— Reuters 



9i 



I 



CO M .H 



a P P o 

I si's 



i 



£>S> 



If 



a «^ s 

«o £3 5 4» 
S g « 



O CB O 

IS - 

mm 



If 

a s 

e ^ 2 



^ H B ^ a ^ 
.S o S w 



60 « * O 




8* 



00 o (d 

CO C »4 



CO 

r< G 0) s 3 •* 



4» 

ISO'S 

C CO 

§ S 

is 

^« 




CO 



NATION 1 3 {IQl, 

Taliban abandon talks 
with US on Osama 



KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban mill- 
tia*s supreme leader MuUa Mohammad 
Omar Tuesday abandoned talks with the . , 
United States on Osama bin Laden say- 
ing Washington did not want a negoti- 
axed settlement of the issue. 

Omar in a statement said the United 
States did not respond *properly* to the 
proposals made by the Taliban to seek 
an Islamic solution to the issue and 
Osama*s offer that he was ready to leave 
Afghanistan, 

The US government reaction showed 
'they are not ready for a peaceful solu- 
tion* of the issue, he added. 

The Taliban *had proposed negotia- 
tions and a Shariah verdict of respected 
religious scholars, but no positive re- 
action was received from the American 
side,* Omar's statement said. 

*If this is the American position, then 
the issue of Osama bin Laden is not a 
matter of discussion for us and then it 
is a dangerous situation for the Mus- 
lims,* the statement said. 

According to the Taliban, Osama had 

Taliban 



asked for safe and secret passage to an 
undisclosed/destination. t 

'JThe United States wants Osama*is 
extradited to stand trial over the twin 
bombings of American embassies in 
East Africa! last year. 

The last such meeting held in Wash- 
ington on October 25. The US State 
Department has reacted coolly to Osa- 
ma*$ reported offer to quit his Afghan 
sanctuary. 

The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil last month told the Tidiban it would 
impose sai^tionsif themilitia did not 
hand over Osama by November 14. 

AP adds^ Osama bin Laden wants 
Taliban to decide whether he should be 
handed over to the United States to 
stand trial, pn charges of mastermind- 
mg last ye^*s US embassy bombings, 
R^o Sharikt reported on Tuesday. 

Accordi^ to die radio broadcast, bin 
Laden sent a letter to the Taliban's su- 
preme leader Mullah Mohammed Omar 
saying he w|U abide by a decision of a 
panel of Islamic clerics. 



exempt mail 
from sanctions 



KABUL, Nov 2: Afghan postal 
officials on Tuesday appealed to the 
United Nations to exempt mail 
from impending sanctions aimed at 
getting Saudi millionaire Osama bin 
Laden expelled to stand trial. 

"We call upon the Security 
CotmcU to make the postal system 
an exception, and to let it continue 
its services to the millions of 
Afghans at home and abroad,** said 
Mawlawi AUahdad, head of the 
Taliban's postal department. 

He was speaking two weeks 
before UN sanctions against the 
Taliban-controlled state airline 
Ariana go into force to get the 
movement to extradite or expel 
their "guest** to face charges over 
US embaw bombings in Africa. 

The sanctions, effective from 
November 14, would ban Ariana 
from flying outside of Afghanistan 
and sever links with the UAE, the 
fulcnun of the postal operation. 

The main post office in the capi- 
tal, Kabul, was packed with women 
and men queiung to send their mail 
and parcels abroad before sanctions 



are imposed. 

"The Taliban will not stiffer as a 
result of the sanctions...they will 
hurt ordinary pfbple like us,** said 
Ahmad Rjashid, who exchanges cor- 
respondence with two brothers in 

Holland* > * 

Allahdad argued that the mail 
was one of the very few ways in 
which an estimated four million 
Afghan overseas can keep in touch 
with their families and friends in 
the war-scarred state. 

OBSERyERS: Meanwhile the 
militia has proposed that an 
observers* Iroup from Muslim coun- 
tries keep an eye on Osama bin 
Laden, th^B Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) agerfcy on Tuesday reported. 

In case Osama lives in Afghanistan 
the group jhrom dte OIC should moni- 
tor iMn LaSen to convince his oppo- 
nents that'He is not using Afghan soil 
for acts d^ected against anyone, AIP 
quoted a, spokesman for the Taliban 
supreme leader Mulla Mohammad 
Omar as sjaying from the militia 
headquacters in Southwestern 
Afghanistan.— Reuters/DPA 



Taliban ask 
Pakistan to allow ; 
flour across border 

KABUL (AFP) • AfghanistMi's rul- 
ing Taliban Monday asked neighbour- 
ing Pakistan to open up trade in flour 
across the border as depleting ^ocks 
drive up local market prices. 

*In these sensitive moments, the 
Muslim and brotheriy Pakistan should 
re-optn its borders with Afghanistan in 
order to saye Afghan people from food 
shortages i^ the winter,' the Islamic 
militia's Minijitcr of Information 
Mawlawi Qudratullahxsaid in Misstate- 
ment. / 

*Sipce Afghanistan is, a landlocked 
country, in the light of intemationai 
law Afghans hope brotherly Pakistan 
will keep its borders with Afghanistan 
open,' he said. 

Trade in wheat flour across the bor- 
der into Afghanistan was banned after 
the military coup in Islamabad on Oc- 
tober 12. Ithas prompted a toughshort- 
age of flour in the Afghan capital Ka- 
bul and odier major cities. . 

Afghanistan, where agricultural in- 
frastructure has been virtually de- 
stroyed by 20 years of fighting, is 
largely depi»adent on Pakistan for ba^i 
sic food sup^ips like sugar, rice, flour 
and cooking oil. 

One ser (seven kilograms or 15 
pounds) of wheat flour now costs 
140,000 afghanis (around three dol- 
lars) in food markets here, sharply up 
from 80,000 afghanis before the coup 
last month. • , ' 

But in a cou(itry where labourers 
earn just a dollar a day that has put the 
cost of flour beyond the reach of most 
Afghans. 

ftices of other essential items, which 
are normsrily imported from Pakistan, 
are still stable. 

*The Afghan nation has always ex- 
pected benevolence from the neigh- 
bouring Muslim and brotheriy Paki- 
stan,* the Taliban niinister said. 

The sitiiation has l^c^ 
ingly critical with tfieUniited Nations 
expected to slap sanctions on the 
Taliban from Sunday unless they hand 
over Osama bin Laden, indicted in the 
United States for terrorism. 
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us must stop hostility or 
face God's wrath: Tatiban 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The head of 
Afghanistmi's Taliban militia Tuesday 
wameid Washington to diid sanctions 
against the war-torn nation or face 
earthquakes and storms from God. 

The United Sutes imposed sanctions 
on Afghanistan earlier this year and the 
UN Security Council has promised to. 
impose sanctions itself from Sunday 
unless the Islamic Taliban militia hand 
over Osama bui Laden. 

*I call upon the people of the United 
States of America to bring pressure on 
their government and ask them to cease 
hostility with us,' Taliban chief Mullah 
Mohammad Omar said in a statement 
from his Kandahar headquarters in 
southern Afghanistan. 

Omar said Washington actively or- 
chestrated the UN decision to press 
ahead with sanctions. 

Osama, a Saudi-bom millionmre, has 
been charged in the United States with 
the August?. 1998 twin bombings of 
US embassies in East Africa in 
which more than 200 people were 
killed. 

The Taliban say he is innocent and 
refuse to expel him. In September the 



militia wrote ta»the White House warn- 
ing of the results of pressing ahead with 
sanctions, Omar said. 

*If you doinot take a step in this di- 
rection so onpe again you will face 
earthqu^es and storms from God, Al- 
mighty Allah, and then you will be sur- 
prised about what is coming to you and 
you will not be able to do any thing 
about it,* he warned. 

Omar insisted the Taliban govern- 
ment had rid the country of anarchy, 
terror and turmoil, it has been well re- 
ceived and supported by the people of 
Afghanistan,' he said. 

He said the Taliban had expected US 
help in mitigating the hardships suffered 
by the Afghan people from the Soviet 
Union during its 1979-89 occupation of 
Afghanistan. 

*Once our pec^le were bratally mur- 
dered by the Russians and this time the 
US is thinking of an open hostility and 
wants to impose economic sanctions 
upon us,' Oinar said. 

*This attitude will not help the US 
because the Russians were thinking 
along the same line and look what hap- 
pened to them,' Omar said. 



Ariana pleads for 
exemption from sanctions 



ABU DHABI: More than 300,000 
Afghans in the Arabian Gulf will be 
affected when UN sanctions, ban- 
ning Afghanistan's national airline 
Ariana from international flights, 
take effect on November 14, reports 
Gulf News. 

The most important interna- 
tional route for the Afghan flag car- 
rier is that to the United Arab Emi- 
rate (UAE) five weekly flights 
operate between Dubai and Shaijah 
and Kabul and Kandahar. 

H^i F)arid Khan, Dubid-based Ar- 
iana station manager for the UAE, 
said the sanctions would not serve 
the UN's purpose since the airline's 
contribution to the Afghan economy 
was virtually nil. 

He said: *Ariana is a non-profit 
airline. Its three outdated 727 Boe- 
ing planes hardly meet its opera- 
tional expenses on international 
routes. When we can't support our- 
selves, how can we support the Tal- 
iban? Its biggest benefit is to fly 
Afghans home via the UAE.*' 

The airliners other rmot contri- 



bution, he added, was to take 
medicine ai^fl food to war-torn 
Afghanistan^The airiine operates 
one weekly flight from Dubai and 
one from S|)^ah. It also operates 
three cargo flights from Shaijah. 

The cargo includes electronic 
appliances,, textiles, medicine and 
food. If required, the airline would 
also operate cargo flights to Jalal- 
abad. The Ariana official appealed 
. to the international community to 
exempt the airiine from the sanc- 
tions. Khim said it was wrong to say 
' that the 45-year-dld airline was a 
• big contributor to the Afj^an econ- 
omy. 

The airline with 1 ,600 worid- 
wide employees is itself struggling 
to survive. The planes we operate 
are no longer used by any airline. 
To run and maintain these planes 
leaves no room for profit Thus, tiie 
UN justification to include the air- 
line in its sanctions does not make 
any sense." 

The airiine also flies home dead 
Afghans free of charge. — NNI 



Taliban ask 
Pakistan to 
open trade 
in flour 



KABUL, Nov 8: Afghanistan's rul- 
ing Taliban on Monday asked 
Pakistan to open up trade in flour 
across the border as depleting 
stocks drive up local market prices. 

"In these sensitive moments, the 
Muslim and brotherly Pakistan 
should re-open its borders with 
Afghanistan in order to save 
Afghan people from food shortages 
in the winter," the Islamic militia's 
Minister of information, Mawlawi 
Qudratullah, said in a statement. 

"Since Afghanistan is a land- 
locked country, in the light of inter- 
national law Afghans hope brother- 
ly Pakistan will keep its borders 
with Afghanistan open," he said. 

Trade in wheat flour across the 
border into Afghanistan was 
banned after the military takeover 
in Islamabad on October 12. It has 
prompted a tough shortage of flour 
in Kabul and other major cities. 

One ser (seven kilograms) of 
wheat flour now costs 140,000 
afghanis (around three dollars) in 
food markets here, sharply up from 
80,000 afghanis before the coup last 
month. 

But in a country where labourers 
earn just a dollar a day that has put 
the cost of flour beyond the reach of 
most Afghans. 

Prices of other essential items, 
which are normally imported from 
Pakistan, are still stable. 

"The Afghan nation has always 
expected benevolence from the 
neighbouring Muslim and brotherly 
Pakistan," the Taliban minister 
said. 

The situation has become increas- 
ingly critical with the United 
Nations expected to slap sanctions 
on the Taliban from Sunday imless 
they hand over Osama bin Laden, 
indicted in the United States for 
terrorism.-— AFP 
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Taliban chief 
wants US to 
lift sanctions 

Rivals scoff at Omar's truce offer 



ByAlMALKUAN 

PESHAWAR - laliban^s 
supreme leader Mullah 
Mohammad Omar Tuesday ap- 
pealed to the American people to 
mount pressure on their govern- 
ment to give up its anti- 
Al'ghanisian posture and lilt sanc- 
tions against the war-battered 
country. 

[f Washington persisted in its 
hostility towards Kabul, 
Americans would face God's 
wrath in the !brm ol' earthquakes 
and stonns. Mullah Omar said in a 
statement issued from Taliban 
headquarters of Kandahar in 
southern Afghanistan. 

In his statemcni. the Tidiban 
chijbi called upon the people of the 
Uriit^ States to bring pressure to 
/bear on their government to cease 
animosity towards Afghani.sian. 

In reference to the recent natu- 
ral calamities in the United States, 
Mullah Oftier remarked when its 
government failed to change its 
anti -Taliban policies, it Faced pun- 
ishment for llie misdeeds. 



Taliban chief wants 



(Continued from Page ) 

ing the UN warning of imposing 
sanctions on Afghanistan, Omar de- 
fended the Taliban nile, m\d assert- 
ed that they had restored order and 
stability to the country. He claimed 
that the masses had lully swung be- 
hind the puritanical militia. 

It will be instructive to recall 
that the United States slapped 
curbs on Afghanistan earlier this 
year and the United Nations 
Security Council has also warned 
to impose sanctions from Sunday 
if Taliban fail to expel alleged 
Saudi-born terrorist mastermind 
Osama bin Laden« 

An AFP despatch ttom Kabul 
adds: Afghanistan's opposition 
fighters Tuesday scoffed at a truce 
offer from the ruling Taliban mili- 
tia and accused it of turning the 
war-torn nation into another 
Chechnya. 

Tiiliban chief Mullah Omar had 



offered to stop fighting if both 
sides in the Afghan war sent 
troops together to defend 
Chechnya from Russian attack. 

But the Afghan opposition, 
which has doggedly held on to a 
small slice of land in the coimtry's 
northeast, dismissed the offer out 
of hand. **Hc has lost his mind. Is 
not there ' enough fighting in 
Afghanistan that we have to go to 
Chechnya?" said Mohammad 
Eshaq, a senior spokesman for op- 
position conjmander Ahmad Shah 
Masood. ' 

"These utterances are just to 
cheat the pei>ple, the outside world 
and his own followers," he said. 

Omar wanted to bring together 
Muslims across the world to fight 
for Chechnya. **Hc makes such 
statements in order to cover his 
own deeds here. He has made an- 
other Chechnya out of 
Afghanistait„*' Eshaq said. 



"In my recent letter to President 
Bill. Clinton on Septctnber 6 this 
year, I had written who.soever is in 
the wrong, God should punish 
him," the Taliban leader recalled. 
**ln spite of my warnings, the 
American leadership did not cor- 
rect their (Policies vis-a-vis the 
Taliban and the recent tornadoes 
and earthquakes were the result of 
this untenable antipathy." 

Earlier, it was the USSR that 
destroyed Afghanistan and later 
faced disiiritegration. he said, 
addinj.'* • ^'^^ "! . V iiuiead o( 
extending l^lp to the Afghans ren- 
dered a lot pf sacrifices to defeat 
the SoviebUnion - is levelling 
baseless charges against the 
Islamic Emirates of Afghanistan. 

**Wc have cxprcs.sed our desire 
time and again to peacefully re- 
solve our problems with the US, 
which has resorted to using force 
and looking down upon the 
Afghans; this stance will not serve 
American interests," he opined. 

Accusirtg the US of orchestrat- 

(Continued on " Page) 



No scope for peace 
in Afghanistan: 
Taliban 

DUBAI: "Mibm is determined to 
gain total control of the country 
and does not see any scope for 
peace in the near future, the Tal- 
iban's new foreign minister said in 
remarks published on Wednesday. 

Wakii Ahmed Muttawakil said 
in an interview with al-Ittihad 
newspaper of the United Arab 
Emirates that he did not, however, 
expect any msyor fighting during 
the snowy winter season. 

"A peaceful solution is not cur- 
rently on our agenda nor that of 
the opposition. There are no 
peace initiatives and we see no 
value fc»: a peaceful soltition at Uie 
current time," he said. 

MuttawakU said he did not ex- 
pect "big battles" during the win- 
ter because of the snow, but added 
that the Taliban would continue 
**to seek and strive" to gain control 
of the country. 

He further said that his gov- 
ernment would soon send a team 
to P^ikistan for the first talks since 
the October coup in Islamabad. 

"Our position on what hap- 
pened in Pakistan is that it is an in- 
ternal matter. In relation to ties 
with Afghanistan, the matter is not 

clear," WaM said. "So far there 
has been no meetings with Pak- 
istani officials and we will soon 
send a delegation to Islamabad to 
discuss all issues...," he added. 

"Pakistani officials assured our 
ambassador in Islamabad during 
meetings that ^e previous policies 
did not change and that there will 
be no change in relations between 
us," said Muttawakil. 
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General Safi defends 
Taliban's stand on Osama 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - A Taliban's new- 
ly-designated representative for 
Europe Gen. Rehmat Ullah Safi 
said ttiat student militia will not 
succumb to external pressure to ex- 
pel Osama Bin Laden. 

He was addressing a press con- 
ference here on Wednesday at 
Afghan Consulate after holding 
meetings with Taliban leadership, 
including student militia's founder 
Mullah Mohammad Omer. during 
his just-eoncluded visit to 
Afghanistan. 

Afghan consular Gen Moulvi 
Najib ullah was also present at the 
press conference. 

Gen. Sail, an influential Afghan 
leadefi remained associated with 
different groups during jihad. 

He said that he was assigned the 
task by an Afghan grai^ moot re- 
cently held in Germany to hold 
talks with the Taliban leadership, 
therefore, he along with four other 
colleagues visited Atghanistan. 

Defending Taliban's policies, 
Gen. Safi said that they made nu- 
merous sacrifices to protect nation- 
al integrity and unity of 
Afghanistan and built peace and 
stability in the war-tom country. 

Giving reasons for his accep- 
tance of Mullah Omer's offer, he 
said that at such crucial and diffi- 
cult time when the US herself was 
using her clout in the UN Security 




Council was poised to impose 
sanctions against Afghanistan, we 
need unity that's hc^cepted 
the Taliban's offer. 

He supported the Taliban's stand 
on Osama issue. 

It was not the Taliban but the US 
herself who brought him (Osama) 
to Afghanistan to fight Soviet 
Army, he added. 

"Why we hand over Osama to 
them, who are they only by apply- 
ing brute force they can not thwart 
our decision ", he opined. 

He'said, Gen. Abdul Malik, the 
killer of six thousands innocent 
Afghans, is granted asylum by the 
US authorities but they are forcing 
the Taliban to extradite Osama 
against whom they failed to pro- 
duce any solid proof. 

He said US fired 70 cruise mis- 



siles on Afghanistan and once 
again they might do so again to 
achieve her goals. 

"We are not scared of any one 
except the Almighty Allah and we 
are ready to sacrifice everything for 
Islam, he said. 

He said, it is our religious obli- 
gation to protect Osama and re- 
frained from handing over a 
Muslim to a infidel (USX 

The USA is using Osama issue 
just an excuse to change the Islamic 
character of Islamic Emirates of 
Afghanistan and if Osama issue is 
settled it will raise another, he re- 
marked. 

He blamed the US for misappro- 
priating the funds donated by the 
Gulf for Afghan Jihad. 

Criticising the role of Afghan 
opposition leaders, he said that 
their wrong policies led to the 
emergence of Taliban. 

He said I myself witnes.sed the 
eariy days of Mujahideen rule and 
it was disappointing to see their 
misdoings, therefore after spending 
four months I left Afghanistan in 
despair. Ridiculing Afghan opposi- 
tion's stance about the Saudi dissi- 
dent, he claimed that Prof. Burhan 
Uddin Rabbani and Ahmad Shah 
Masood were the first Afghans 
who received bank cheques from 
him (Osama) while the Taliban 
were studying at Madaris (religious 
schools) at that lime. 



Taliban ask Pakistan 
to lift ban on food supplies 



KABUL fOnnne) - Following 
sky-rocketing prices of essential 
commodities and particularly 
flour due to the border restrictions 
imposed by Pakistan over since 
the military takeover on October 
12, the Taliban officials have de- 
manded of the Pakistan govern- 
ment to ease restrictions on flour 
supply to Afghanistan. 

"Pakistan should open up its 
borders with Atghanistan at this 
critical juncture so that Afghan 
people do not face food shortage 
during the forth coming winter 
season," said the niinisicr for in- 
formation and culture, Maulvi 
Qudratullah Jamal. 

People of Afghanistan, he ob- 



served, enjoy close fraternal rela- 
. tions with their Pakistani brethren 
therefore they expect that the 
Pakistan government will 
favourably consider this humani- 
tarian iss|ie. 

Meanwhile, chief of World 
Food Programme for Afghanistan 
Michael Socket has said that he 
was aware of the increase in the 
prices of food items, which have 
registered an average increase of 
20 per cent after the recent 
changes in Pakistan administra- 
tion. ■ 

Flour prices in war-torn 
Afghanistan have doubled over 
the past month from 80.000 
Afghanis per mound to 150,000 



Afghanis. This is a very high price 
in a OHintry where a common per- 
son earns less than a dollar a day. 
Many families cannot afford to 
provide sufficient food to their 
family members due to this situa- 
tion 

The problems have further 
compounded for the Afghan gov- 
ernment, after the United Nations 
threatened to impose sanctions on 
Afghanistan if it fails to extradite 
the proclaimed international of- 
fender Osama bin Laden. 

Afghanistan's agricultural sys- 
tem is in ruins due to the ongoing 
internal strife and there fore it 
needs foreign assistance to feed its 
population. 
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Taliban team in Capital 
for tdlks OH j^TTA. 



ISLAMABAD (NNl) - A high 
level delegation of Taliban has ar- 
rived in Capital for talks on the 
controversy over Afghan Transit 
Trade, official and diplomatic 
sources said Sunday. 

The team, led by Afghan 
Commerce Secretary ArifuMah 
r?, Arif, will . hold talks with 
< > Pakistani oificials on ways to 
curb smuggled of goods from 
: - Afghanistan, which arc imported 
through Afghan Transit Trade 
(ATT). 

>r*^ Deputy Afghan Minister of 

1^ Commerce, Mohammad Faizan, 
is also member of the delegation, 
which is likely to open talks with 
Pakistani counterparts in 

iT* Islamabad from Monday. 

^ Pakistan had imposed restric- 

^ tions on ATT after the growing 
smuggle of goods, especially 
electronics, to Pakistan from 

(x4 Afghanistan. Imports of some 17 
items were banned under ATT af- 
ter complained by Pakistani man- 

^ ufacturers that the smuggling is 

y badly affecting the local industry. 

^ Consequent upon the last 
week-talks between Taliban 
Deputy Foreign Minister MuUa 
Muhammad Jalil and Pakistan 



Finance Minister Shaukat Aziz, 
the government ordered release of 
goods, imported under Afghan 
Transit Trade and withheld at the 
Karachi Port. 

''Pakistan has already ordered 
release of 101 items while some 
others would be released during 
the upcoming talks between 
Pakistani and Taliban officials,*' 
the sources told this news agency. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan had 
signed the transit trade agreement 
in 60s, under which Pakistan had 
been providing port facilities to 
Afghanistan. 

The deposed government of 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif had 
directed release of Afghanistan's 
stuck off goods at Karachi Port 
four months ago, however, the or- 
ders could not be implemented. 
Pakistan has waived Rs 8 billion 
worth of excise duty on these 
goods. Most of the withheld items 
at the Karachi Port are surgical 
instruments and material for 
schools. ' . 

Pakistani side urged the 
Taliban to ensure that 17 items, 
which hav^ already been banned 
under Afghan Transit Trade, 
should n(^t be smuggled into 



Pakistan from Afghanistan. 

Afghan delegation will also 
raise the question of restrictions 
by Pakistan on the exports of 
food items, especially wheat flour 
to Afghanistan. Pakistan military 
government tight security at bor- 
ders with Afghanistan to check 
smuggling of wheat flour. It 
caused shortage of wheat in the 
war-ravaged country and the 
Afghan team will seek Pakistan's 
help to deal with the problem. 

There has been no significant 
change in General Musharraf 
government's Afghan policy and 
Taliban supreme leader Mulla 
Mohammad Omar has said politi- 
cal changes will not affect rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

The Taliban team's visit coin- 
cides with the US sanctions on 
Afghanistan and it is believed 
that Taliban will seek Islamabad's 
assistance. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar 
Monday last said Pakistan would 
''study very carefully" the UN 
Security CounciFs resolution, 
proposing sanctions on 
Afghanistan if Taliban did not 
hand over Osama bin Laden for 
trial by November 14. 



Taliban team arrives for 
talks on transit trade 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - A high level 
team of Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
has arrived in Islamabad for talks on the 
controversy over Afghan Transit Trade, 
official and diplomatic sources said 
Sunday. 

The team, led by Afghan Commerce 
Secretary Arifullah Arif, will hold talks 
with Pakistarii officials on ways to curb 
smuggling of goods from Afghanistan, 
which are imported through Afghan 
Transit Trade (ATT). Deputy Afghan 
Minister of Commerce Mohammad 
Faizan is also member of the delega- 
tion, which is likely to open talks with 
Pakistani counterparts in Islamabad to- 
day. 

Pakistan had imposed restrictions on 
ATT after the growing smuggling of 
goods, especially electronics, to Paki- 
stan from Afghanistan. Imports of some 
17 items were banned under ATT after 
complained by Pakistani manufactur- 
ers that the smuggling is badly affecting 
the local industry. 

Consequent upon the last week talks 



between Taliban Deputy Foreign Min- 
ister Mulla Muhanunad Jalil and Fi- 
nance Minister Shaukat Aziz, the 
government ordered release of 
goods, imported under Afghan Tran- 
sit Trade and withheld at the Karachi 
Port. 

"Pakistan has already ordered release 
of 101 items while some others would 
be released during the upcoming talks 
between Pakistani and Taliban offi- 
cials," the sources told NNI. 

Pakistan and Afghanistan had signed 
the transit trade agreement in 60s, under 
which Pakistan had been providing port 
facilities to Afghanistan. 

The deposed government of Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif had directed re- 
lease of Afghanistan's stuck off goods 
at Karachi Port four months ago, how- 
ever, the orders could not be imple- 
mented.. Pakistan has waived Rs. 8 bil- 
l ion wortli of excise duty on these goods. 
Most of the withheld items at the Karachi 
Port are surgical instruments and mate- 
rial for schools. 



New Afghan 
ambassador 
arrives 

ISLAMABAD. Nov 14: Afghan- 
istan*s ambassador-designate to 
Pakistan, Syed Mohammad 
Haqqani, arrived here to assimie 
his new responsibility, sources said 
on Sunday. 

Syed Haqqani has replaced 
Maulvi Saeed ur Rahman 
Haqqani, who has been appointed 
as Deputy Minister in Social 
Welfare Ministry in Kabul. 

Syed Haqqani is the sixth 
Taliban envoy in Islamabad since 
Pakistan recognized the student 
militia in 1997. Pakistan was the 
first country to recognize the 
Taliban as government followed by 
UAE and Saudi Arabia.— NNI 
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Talks, not sanctions, wil| 
jsolve Osama issue: Talibls 



ISLAMABAD: Taliban's spokesman 
Muhammad Tayyab Agha has said 
that Taliban have been expressing 
their willingness for talks in past and 
they still hold the view that the issue 
of Osama should be resolved 
through negotiations instead of sanc- 
tions. 

In an interview with BBC he said, 
it is a question of Shariah, and they 
want to resolve it through Islamic 
principles. This he said, is their Is- 
lamic stand and it will not be 
changed. He said the "Mban have 
given two or three kinds of propos- 
als. They wanted to have one general 
negotiations so that they might be 
able to assure the US and the UN 
that those hving in Afghanistan, in- 
eluding Osama bin Laden, will not 
use the Afghan territory for activities 
against any other country. 

The second proposal is to consti- 



tute a commission of Ulenm which 
will be drawn Saudi Arabia, 
Afghanistan and a third country. 
Hiey ^ould take a decision accord- 
ing to Islamic Shariat. This decision 
will be acceptable to the Islamic 
Emirate of Afghanistan, he added. 

Replying to a question regarding 
Taliban's involvement in recent ex- 
plosions in Islamabadhe said, these 
allegations have been refuted by the 
Amirul Momenin Mulla Omar. It was 
an act of terrorism. They denounce 
it. It will not do good to anyone, 
rather innocent people are killed in 
such incidents. He said, IWiban have 
called upon the Pakistan government 
to apprehend the real culprits and 
punish them. 

Agha ssud, the sanctions imposed 
are against Afghanistan and against 
the poor masses which should be 
withdrawn immediately. — APP 



Damage to UN property 

Taliban ready tQ 
pay compensation 



KABUL (NNI) - the United Nations 
Coordinator Erick de Mul Tuesday said 
Taliban have offered to pay compensa- 
tion for the damage to the UN property 
by angry crowds across Afghanistan. 

De Mul told a news conference in 
Kabul that Taliban have also sounded 
assurance to protect the UN offices in 
the war-ravaged country. 

The UN coordinator and representa- 
tive of the UNIGEF arrived in Kabul in 
the morning for talks with Taliban lead- 
ers about security arrangements for staff 
following attacks on W offices in the 
war-ravaged country. 

The United Nations Monday said that 
angry crowds have attacked its offices 
in Afghanistan's six cities during recent 
demonstrations against the UN Secu- 
rity Councirs sanctions. Demonstra- 
tors targeted UN property in Kandahar, 
Farah, Mazar-I-Sharif« Kabul Heart and 
Jalalabad and other locations. 

The UN offices in these areas have 



been attacked and windows l^roken. In 
some areas, offices have been forcibly 
entered and vehicles and equipment 
damaged. The UNHCR offide in Herat 
has been torched. 

Afghan Foreign Minister Maulvi 
Wakil Ahmed Mutawakil said Tuesday 
Taliban will ensure protecdori the UN 
and offices of other international insti- 
tutions. He said that demonstrations 
across Afghanistan reflect that the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan are against the sanc- 
tions. He condemned the sanctions and 
termed it unjustified and cruel. 

Earlier on his arrival in die Afghan 
capital, Erick de Mul, told the media 
upon his arrival tiiat he would meet 
senior Taliban officials and establish 
contacts with the militia, acconiing to a 
report reaching here from Kabul. 

*Taliban provided guards and police 
to UN offices but they proved power- 
less agsunst such large crowds/* said De 
Mul said. 



Ui^ has lost its 
credibility, says 
Mulla Omar 

By our correspomleiit 

PESHAWAR: A day after imposition 
of the US-inspired economic sanc- 
tions on Afghanistan, supreme Tal- 
iban leader Mulla Mohammad Omar 
alleged that tiie UN had become a ve- 
hicle for implementation of the US 
global agenda. 

In a ^atement from his headquar- 
ters, Kandahar, in southwestern 
Afghanistan, Monday, he urged the 
UN member-countries to do some 
soul-searching and OHi^d^ as to why 
the US was bdng allowed to tise the 
UN for punishing anaUer and weaker 
nations ^^h refuse to take orders 
firom Washington. He said the UN had 
lost its credibility and re^ration of 
its image was a must to make the 
worid a better place to Kve. 

Mulla Omar urged the Islamic 
countries not to forget the Muslim 
people of Afghanistan now that they 
were being subjected to economic 
sanctions. He said the Afghans 
needed assistance rather than puni- 
tive measiBres like the sanctions after 
having suffered due to two decades 
of war. 

MuUa Omar alleged that the US 
was using Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden as an excuse to punish Tal- 
iban-ruled Afghanistan. The US 
could have easily captured Bin 
Laden in early 1996 vihen he was Ihr- 
ing in areas not controlled by the 
Taliban. But no effort was made to 
nab him and now- the Taliban were 
being targeted for hosting him," he 
axgued. 

AP adds firom Kabul: In a power- 
ful verbal assault on the United 
States to date, the Tbdiban-controUed 
Radio Shariat on Monday called 
Washington an "enemy of Muslims" 
evwywiiere and warned that Afghans 
will wreak their revenge. 

The radio broadcast was followed 
by the fu^t song to be sung on the 
radio since the Taliban religious 
army took control of the belea- 
guered capital of Kabul in S^tember 
1996 and banned music as against 
Islam. The song was a warning to the 
United States and a call on Muslims 
woridwide to rise up against Wash- 
ington. It also extolled the courage 
of Afghans who "are a proud peo- 
ple". "Oh America you are an enemy 
of Islam ... but you haven't heard the 
roar of Islam," sang the singer. 
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Taliban for lifting ban 
on wheat exports 



KABUL, Nov 16: The Taliban 
movement on Tuesday urged the 
Pakistan government to lift restric- 
tions on wheat exports to 
Afghanistan, saying a flour shortage 
had reached alarming proportions. 

Taliban commerce minister 
Maulana Abdur Razzaq told repor- 
ters that an Afghan team had gone 
to Islamabad to negotiate with the 
Pakistani government to lift the 
curbs. 

"Our team will raise Afghanis- 
tan's demand to Pakistan's govern- 
ment to allow the trade of flour or 
let us use its transit route for 
importing it from other countries," 
Razzaq said. 

The Afghan press quoted Taliban 
foreign minister Wakeel Ahmed 
Mutawakil as saying that many peo- 
ple could starve to death this winter 
due to a shortage of wheat flour — 
the main food staple for Afghans. 

Stephanie Bunker, spokeswoman 
for the UN coordinating office for 
Afghanistan, told Reuters in 
Islamabad that wheat prices in 
Afghanistan had doubled in some 
areas, causing hardships for the 
poor. 

The Taliban sent a delegation to 
Pakistan last week after an earlier 
appeal to ease the restrictions on 
flour exports was ignored. 



Razzaq said tjhe talks would con- 
tinue for another two days and 
would also cov^ the transit deal. 

Wheat prices in Kabul have 
soared dramatically since Pakistan 
launched the smuggling crackdown, 
with a seven kg bag of wheat flour 
now costing up from less than $2 
last month. * . 

But Razzaq dismissed speculation 
that Pakistan l^ad imposed the bor- 
der restrictions under pressure 
from the United States. 

"Pakistan wants to see a deal 
done with the Afghan government 
or traders for exports,** he said. 

The sanctions do not cover 
humanitarian aid. 

The Talibaii Foreign Ministry, in 
a letter addressed to the United 
Nations on Tuesday, said the sanc- 
tions and the blocking of neighbour- 
ing borders to the entry of food co- 
mmodities was a matter of concern. 

Razzaq said the Taliban militia 
has also sent a business leader to 
Iran to discuss the resumption of 
normal trade and if talks with 
Pakistan failed the movement 
would try to strike a deal with 
Kyrgyzstan and would also contact 
Australia to buy wheat. The Taliban 
has already started importing 
60,000 tonnes of wheat from 
Kyrgyzstan.— Reuters 



Taliban ready for 
talks with US 



KABUL, Nov 23: Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban said on Tuesday 
they were ready for talks "without 
conditions" with the United States 
over Osama bin Laden. 

Taliban Foreign Minister Wakil 
Ahmad Mutawakel said talks 
between the two nations were sus- 
pended after the United Nations 
sanctions were imposed on Kabul 
on November 14 because the 
Taliban refused to hand over bin 
Laden. 

"We do not attach conditions,** 
said Mutawakel. "On the contrary 
we have made several proposals. 

"However, they are not talking 
to us with or without conditions," 



he said. 

"We are ready for talks. Amend- 
ments can be made if there is und- 
erstanding," he said when asked if 
the Taliban were ready to make 
concessions. . 

Mutawakd also said the Taliban 
were keen on improving relations 
with their neighbour Iran, after 
their border was reopened to trade 

last Sunday. ; 

US PLEASED: The United 
States said on Monday it was plea- 
sed by the decision of Afgha- 
nistan*s ruling Taliban militia to 
guarantee the safety of UN human- 
itarian aid convoys headed to oppo- 
sition strongholds. — ^AFP 



Wheat shorta 
may starve 
Afghans to death 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghan 
Foreign Minister Wakil Ahmed 
Mutawakel said Tuesday the cur- 
rent shortage of wheat flour in 
Afghanistan had worsened and 
many people might starve to 
death in remote parts of the coun- 
try. . 

"The situation has worsened 
with the onset of the winter sea- 
son and many people may die par- 
ticulariy in central Afghanistan 
and the remote mountainous re- 
gion/ Mutawakel told the Afghan 
Islamic Press. 

The shortage has already trig- 
gered a price-hike in Kabul and 
other Afghan cities. 

Mutawakel attributed the 
shortage to the current drought in 
the country and curbs clamped 
down by neighbouring Pakistan 
on illegal trade with Afghanistan. 

He thanked the World Food 
Programme for not suspending 
shipments of wheat to 
Afghanistan.^ 

Mutawakel said the UN sanc- 
tions slapped on Afghanistan 
Sunday, after the Taliban refused 
to surrender indicted terrorist 
Osama bin Laden, would multiply 
the miseries of the Afghan peo- 
ple. 

•The attacks on UN offices 
across the country reflected the 
feelings of Afghan people who 
are very angry over the worid 
body's action," he added. 
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Taliban ask Pakistan to 
lift wheat export curbs 



KABUL: The ruling Taliban move- 
ment on Tuesday urged the Pak- 
istan government to lift restrictions 
on 

wheat exports to Afghanistan, 
saying flour shortage had reached 
alarming proportions. 

Taliban Commerce Minister 
Maulana Abdur Razzaq told re- 
porters that an Afghan team had 
gone to Islamabad to negotiate with 
S\e Pakistani government to lift the 
curbs. 

**Our team will rjuse 
Afghanistan's demand to Pakistan's 
government to allow the trade of 
flour or let us use its transit route 
for importing it from other coun- 
tries," Razzaq said. 

The Pakistan-based Afghan Is- 
lamic Press quoted Taliban Fbreign 
Minister Wakeel Ahmed Mutawakil 
as saying that many people could 
starve to death this winter due to a 
shortage of wheat flour — the mam 
food staple for Afghans. 

Stephanie Bunker, 
spokeswoman for the UN coordi- 
nniating offlce for Afghanistan, told 
Reuters in Islamabad that wheat 



prices in Afghanistan had doubled 
in some areas, causing hardships 
for the poor. 

The wheat shortage is a result of 
a bad harvest and a crackdown by 
Pakistan on smuggling into 
Afghanistan imposed since the mil- 
itary overthrew Prime Minister 
Nawaz ShArif on October 12. 

The Taiiban sent a delegation to 
Pakistan last week after an earlier 
appeal to ease the restrictions on 
flour exports was ignored. 

Razzaq said the talks would con- 
tinue for another two days and 
would also cover the transit deal 
that allows some goods to flow into 
landlocked Afghanistan from the 
port of Karachi. 

Wheat prices in Kabul have 
soared dramatically since Pakistan 
launched the smuggling crack- 
down, witli a seven kg bag of wheat 
flour now costing $3, up from less 
than $2 last month. 

Officials said the poor harvest 
and clanipdown on smuggling coin- 
cided with the UN sanctions on the 
Taliban for refusing to Osama bin 
Laden, wanted on charges of mas- 



terminding title US embassy bomb- 
ings in East AMca last year. 

But IRazzaq dismissed specula- 
tion that Pakistan had imposed the 
border restrictions under pressure 
from the United States. 

''Pakistan wants to see a deal 
done with the Afghan government 
or traders for exports,** he said. 

The sanctions do not cover hu- 
manitarian aid. 

The Taliban Fbreign Ministry, in 
a letter addressed to the United Na- 
tions on Hiesday, said the sanctions 
and the blocking of neighbouring 
borders to the entry of food com- 
modities was a matter of concern. 

Razzaq said the TEdiban had also 
sent a business leader to Iran to 
discuss the resumption of normal 
trade and if talks with Pakistan 
failed the movement would try to 
strike a deal with Kyrgyzstan and 
would also contact Australia to buy 
wheat. 

The Tsdiban have already started 
importing 60,000 tonnes of wheat 
from Kyrgyzstan tiiat should keep 
markets stable for a month, he said 
—Reuters 



'War only solution to Afghan conflict' 

No more flexibility on 
Osama issue: Omar 



ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The sup^reme 
leader of the ruling Taliban in Afghan- 
istan, MuUa Muhammad Omar, has 
ruled out further Hexibilijly in their stand 
on Osama bin Laden. 

"We can no more soften our starid on 
bin Laden issue as the acceptance ©f the 
US demand to hand him over Would 
amount to, God tbrbid, compromising 
Islam and national interests", Omair told 
VOA in an interview. 

He said Taliban are unable to find a 
solution to the issue of bin Ladspn al- 
though it is a big issue. This is a very 
big issue for the Taliban Islamic jyiove- 
menl and not that much big for the 
Americans, Omar said. If the Amieiicans 
abandon their stand and adopt another 
one, it would not be difficult for them. 
But if Taliban accept the US demand, it 
is very harmful and dangerous for them, 
he observed. 

He sai\l that the United Slates and 
West was facirjg a major threat from the 
Communists and ihc Afghans pluyed a 



key role in eliminating this threat and 
rendered great sacrifices. At that 
time, the United States was per- 
turbed and was providing every kind 
of assistance but now when the 
United States is no longer faced with 
such threat, it is trying to strength- 
en its imperialism and does not care 
for the miseries and hardships of the 
Afghans, Omar maintained. 

The Taliban leader said that the poli- 
cies of foreign countries towards Af- 
ghanistan and efforts of the Afghan 
politicians abroad are not based on re- 
alities. 

Now complete peace prevails in Tal- 
iban-controlled area removing the threat 
of disintegration. This is a big achieve- 
ment for the Muslim nation. The nation 
wants protection to Islam and want to 
save the country from being disintegrat- 
ed. They want to safeguard their hon- 
our, life and pn^perty. It would he a big 
ignorance of people if they shut their 
cye?» to it, he aigutd. 
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Taliban greet UN sanctions 

with defiance 



KABUL: In the chilly corridors of 
power, Taliban officials huddled 
around space heaters are as defiant 
as ever about the cause of Osama 
bin Laden, the wealthy Saudi 
whose continued sanctuary in 
Afghanistan hase led to new US— • 
backed UN economic sanctions 
against the impoverished nation. 

**The United States wants us to 
tie Osama bin Laden*s hands and 
send him to them as a gift,*' said 
Waldl Ahmad MuttawakU, the new 
foreign minister of the Taliban 
regime. **We are ready to talk on all 
issues. We have offered to have him 
tried here, or to have other Muslim 
countries judge him. But how can 
we give them a human being as a 
gift, especially if his crime has not 
been proven?** , 

Muttawakil said on Saturday in 
an interview that he expects only 
minor long-term impact from the 
UN sanctions, whidi have grounded 
all foreign flights by Afghanistan's 
only airline and frozen Taliban 
assets abroad since they took effect 
Nov 14. He declared that Allah will 
protect the Afghan people from 
hardship at foreign hands. 

"Every few years the United 
States looks for someone new to 
hate. Before it was Libya and Iraq, 
now it is Afghanistan*s turn,** he 
said. "But if they try to harm us, 
they will gain nothing. Almighty 
God always accepts the prayers of 
the innocent and defends those yrho 
are trampled upon." 

But on the frozen streets of the 
capital, where families shiver in 
bread lines or spend the days col- 
lecting firewood to burn for 
warmth, the traditional Afghan wel- 
come Osama, a once-revered 
Muslim guest, seems to be wearing 
thin. 

"It is our custom to be hospitable 
to guests, but we would also like 
Osama to leave because of all the 
innocent people,** said Mohammad 
Taj, 45, a laboiu'er waiting in line 



By Pamela Constable 

for his daily bread ration. "The peo- 
ple with power will support them- 
selves, and the sanctions will only 
hurt the poor. America should have 
more mercy, but the mullahs must 
solve this problem with the United 
NadonSj too." 

Many Afghan people blame the 
United States and its allies for 
imposing new economic hardships 
on them. A week ago, buildings 
occupied by UN employees in six 
Afghan cities were stoned or 
burned by mobs, even though they 
provide the bulk of food and med- 
ical aid to the countzy. 

"We are a weak country now, and 
America is trying to keep us that 
way,** said Abdul Razaq, 30, a night 
watchman. "This is the time they 
should be helping us, but instead 
they are aiming these cruel actions 
against us because of one man.** 

Osama, who is highly respected 
for his anti — US stance in the 
Islamic world, is believed by US 
officials in Washington to have 
planned and financed the bombings 
of two US embassies in East Africa 
in August 1998. Later that month, 
the United States launched a 
cruise-mii;$ile attack against 
Afghan training camps allegedly 
under his control 

Since th^, Taliban officials have 
offered to prosecute or monitor 
Osama, but they have refused all 
US demands to turn him over for 
trial in the, United States. In retalia^ 
tion, Washington banned all US 
trade and investment with 
Afghanistan, and in October the 
UN Security Council threatened 
further sanctions if the regime did 
not comply. When it did not, the 
sanctions took effect. 

Although the sanctions do not 
prohibit food imports, medical 
relief or trade between Afghanistan 
and its customary partners in near- 
by Muslim countries, the sanctions 
have come at a time of multiple 
new hardships here. A drought 



caused a poor wheat harvest this 
fall, Pakistan's new government has 
cracked down on unregulated trade 
and winter has struck this war- 
scarred, largely heatless capital 
with unexpected ferocity. 

In addition, the new sanctions 
have made it more complicated for 
Afghans to receive cash by mail 
from relatives abroad, a major 
source of income in a country 
where most people do not have 
jobs, and doctors, for example, earn 
less than $5 per mondi. 

Since all flights into the coimtry 
are barred, people must travel to 
Pakistan to pick up mailed money. 

Some people in Kabul accused 
the United States this past week of 
being hypocritical in its pursuit of 
Osama bin Laden, an important fig- 
ure in financing the Afghan resis- 
tance against occupying Soviet 
troops during the 1980s. 

The United States heavily 
backed that resistance, but after 
the Taliban militia seized Kabul in 
1996 and enforced Shariat, 
Washington turned against the 
regime. Now, efforts to capture 
Osama have depressed relations 
further. 

"For America, (Osama) bin 
Laden was an angel when he was in 
the holy war against the Soviets, 
but now diey say he is a spy and a 
terrorist," Mohammad Mirwaiz, a 
student at Kabul University, 
charged. "Many people who did 
atrocities here during the war are 
allowed to live in the United States. 
Why cannot we ask for them to be 
turned over to us?" 

Muttawakil, the foreign minister, 
asserted that the United States "is 
known as the world's policeman, 
but now those police are Idlling our 
people with missiles and hunger. . . 
. I d^on't know if Osama bin Laden is 
a hero or not. But now the United 
States has made him into a big 
hero."— Dawn/LAT— WP News 
Service (c) Washington Post 
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Kabul worshipper^ 
pray for Osama's safety 



c ' KABUL, Afghanistan: In one of the 
• largest mosques in this beleaguered 
^ city on Friday, the Muslim Sabbath 
^ worshippers prayed for the safety of 
suspected terrorist Osama bin Laden 
and the Islamic cleric who led the 
^ faithful in prayer gave a sermon at- 
S?" tacking the United States. 

At Wazir Akbar Khan Mosque, one 
of only two mosques that survived 
the bitter factional fighting that pre- 
ceded the Taliban's takeover of Kabul 
in 1996, Mullah Mohammed Jan 
called Bin Laden a "miyahid" (a free- 
dom fighter) who is being hunted by 
the world's only remaining super- 
power. 

"Osama is one Miphid and Amer- 
ica is a superpower. Osama has no 
ammunition, no troops, he is just one 
pereon," said Jan. It is not Bin Laden 
^ but the Islamic system in Afghanistan 
that the United States is opposing 
and is using the Saudi dissident as an 
excuse to attack the Taliban's rule of 
this poor country, he told the con- 
gregation. 

"In fact America is not happy with 
the Islamic system in Afghanistan, 



even though this ^stem has brought 
peace and has implemented Shaiiah 
(Islamic Law) and now there is no 
corruption, no tHeft," he said. 

The Taliban, who rule about 90 
percent of Afghanistan, have come 
under sharp critlcjan for their inter- 
pretation of Islam that forces women 
off the job and oui of school It bans 
most forms of light entertainment 
and espouses public punishments 
such as death for murderers and the 
amputation of limbs for thieves. 
Lesser crimes often warrant a public 
beating. 

"The United States and the United 
Nations are against Muslims," he 
said, a reference to UN threatened 
sanctions that are to take effect on 
Nov. 14 if Bin Laden is not handed 
over to the United States or a third 
country for trial. 

The United States accuses Bin 
Laden of mastermindmg the bomb- 
ings of its embassies in East Africa 
last year. The United Nations is run 
by infidels (nonbelievers) and they 
are against our Muslim brothers," he 
said. — AP 



Flour prices 
shoot up in Kabul 



ISLAMABAD (NNl) ~ The flour 
price has once again shot up in Afghani- 
stan creating lot of problems for the 
Afghans particularly those living in capi- 
tal Kabul, reports BBC. 

Army takeover in Pakistan has cast 
effects on the prices of essential com- 
modities in Afghanistan as well. Now it 
is difficult for most of the Afghans to 
find foods for their families. 

Flour supply to Afghanistan from 
Pakistan is banned for years. Authori- 
ties in Islamabad have felt that its own 
people need items like flour, ghee and 
rice. However, illegal business along 
the Pak- Afghan border had been con- 
tinuing. The war has ruined agricultural 
infrastructure of Afghanistan forcing it 
to import the.se articles from abroad. 

But the visible change is that the ban 
is now being implemented. The new 
military ruler of Pakistan, General 
Pervez Musharraf has assigned the diJty 
of border monitoring to the army in- 
stead of police. Afghans said that the 
policy of the army with regard to illegal 
supply is very tough. Ban on supply of 
such goods may enhance flour reserves 



in Pakistan but it has created acute short- 
age in Afghanistan. 

The wheat cvhp in Afghanistan was 
also not satisfactory due to drought. 
T\ie sky rivketing price of flour has 
created great problems in a city like 
Kabul where tHe people do not have 
proper jobs. A worker in the city earns 
less than a doUajr a day making difficult 
for him to mankge his livelihood. The 
Afghan traders are faced with big prob- 
lems. 

Islamabad had started implementing 
ban on supply of good from Pakistan to 
Afghanistan even before the military 
takeover. The Afghan traders have been 
using Karachi port for import of goods 
for years. But Pakistan has recently 
excluded a large number of items from 
the Afghan Transit Trade. Authorities 
in Islamabad say that a large number ot 
these goods are illegally being smug- 
gled into Pakistan causing millions of 
dollars loss to national exchequer every 
year. Ban on smuggling has further been 
liuhtened following assuming powers 
by Chief E.v^cutive General Pervez 
Musharraf 



Afghans send 
last mail before 
sanctions 

KABUL (AFP) - Hundreds of Af- 
ghans have descended on Kabul's post 
office, desperate to send mail to loved 
ones overseas in the last week before 
UN sanctions effectively cut them off 
from the outside world. 

In segregated lines, men wearing 
long, untrimmcd beards, and women, 
cloaked in their all-enveiopping burqa 
costumes, crowd the vast Soviet-style 
building to have their last letters 
stamped before the sanctions hit next 
Sunday. 

*This is in fact closing our last win- 
dow to be in touch with our sons and 
daughters in foreign countries,' said 
Mohammad Taheri, who was waiting 
to send mail to his two sons in the 
Netherlands. 

*Thcy should not allow this to hap- 
pen in a country which lacks any nor- 
mal international phone links.' 

The United Nations decided last 
month to impose sanctions on Afghani- 
stan's Islamic Taliban regime, unless 
it handed over indicted terrorist Osama 
bin Laden. Osama bin Laden, a Saudi 
millionaire, is wanted in the United 
States for the bombings of the US 
embassies in Kenya and Tanzania on 
August?, 1998. But the Taliban, which 
controls two thirds of Afghanistan, 
refuses to hand him over. 

Blast in Afghan 
minister's car 
kills driver 

KABUL, Nov 12: One man was 
killed and four others injured 
when a car of a senior Taliban offi- 
cial exploded outside the main 
mosque in Kabul on Friday, official 
soturces said. 

The car, a Toyota Landcruiser, 
belong to former information min- 
ister Amir Khan Muttaqi, who was 
not in the vehicle when the bomb 
went off. 

Taliban's official radio Shariat 
said Muttaqi's driver, who was 
injured in the blast, later died. 

Muttaqi was inside the Wazir 
Akbar Khan mosque at the time of 
the blast, shortly after 2:00 p.m. 
(0930 GMT). The bomb was appar- 
ently planted under the driver's 
seat, witnesses said. 

Muttaqi blamed enemies of 
Islam for the car bomb ^nd 
thanked God for saving his life, the 
radio report said.— AFP 
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Afghans protest against 
looming UN curbs 



By AIMAL KHAN 

PESHAWAR - Hundreds of 
demonstrators in Herat protested 
against the looming UN sanctions 
against Afghanistan on Thursday. 

According to Taliban sources 
in Peshawar, hundreds of Taliban 
and the people of Herat came on 
roads to protest the UN curbs 
which would came into effect 
from November 14. 

It is to be mentioned here that 
the UN Security Council recent- 
ly passed a resolution warning 
the Kabul rulers to hand over 
Osama bin Laden to a third 
country for a trial in the alleged 
bombing at US missions in East 
Africa last year. 

In spite of the mounting US 
pressure for his extradition, the 
Taliban have repeatedly rejected 
the demand. 

In his recent letter to Mulla 
Mohammad Omcr, the Taliban 



movement founder, the Saudi 
dissident offered to leave 
Afghanistan for an unknown 
destination, but they are reluc- 
tant to accept the offer. 

In his recent interview in 
UAE, the Taliban's Foreign 
Minister Mullah Wakil Ahmad 
Mutawaqtl said they would not 
expel Osama despite a UN dead- 
line of November 14 

Earlier, there was a demo 
Wednesday in Kandahar, the stu- 
dent militia headquarters in 
southern Afghanistan in which 
the demonstrators hurled stones 
at the UN offices and burnt the 
US flags. 

The demo was participated by 
the Taliban officials, religious 
scholars and locals of the city. 

Criticising the US policies on 
Taliban, the speakers said that it 
was conspiring against 
Afghanistan 

In a related development in 



Kundpoz , there was a big 
demonstration Thursday against 
the impending UN sanctions and 
in favour of Taliban's policies on 
Thursday. A prominent Afghan 
leader, Haji Amanullah ad- 
dressed the demonstrators. 

Later, the participants handed 
a memorandum to the local UN 
staff. 

NNI adds: Taliban have apol- 
ogized for attack of UN office in 
Kandahar by the anti-US demon- 
strators on Wednesday, a UN of- 
ficial said Thursday. 

"The Kandahar-based UN 
staff is staying in the town after 
Taliban authorities tendered 
apology for the Wednesday's in- 
cident," the official said, request- 
ing not to be identified. 

"We have asked our staff to 
take precautionary measures and 
be alert because of the reaction 
to the sanctions," the UN official 
said. 



Bomb blast in 
Kabul wounds three 



KABUL: A powerful bomb exploded 
in the war-battered Afghan capital of 
Kabul FViday, wounding at least three 
people, witnesses said. 

The explosion damaged the car 
of Tediban leader Amir Klmn Muttaqi 
which was parked outside the main 
Wazir Akbar Khan mosque. Muttaqi 
mas inside the mosque at the time of 
blast, but his driver and two people 
passing by were wounded, witnesses 
said. Two other vehicles parked 



nearby were damaged. 

No one has daimed responsibil- 
ity for the explosion and it wasn't 
dear if the lUiban leader was ^>ecif- 
ically ta]:geted. Taliban officials were 
not immediately available for com- 
ment 

The Taliban iv^ rule roughly 90 
percent of Afghanistan, including 
Kabul, are fitting their northern 
based-opposition for control of the 
entire country. — AP 
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Ariaiia stops interna 

sanctions 






ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghani- 
stan's ruling Taliban militia Sunday 
stopped international flights on Ariana 
Afghan Airlines as United Nations 
imposed Sanctions on the war-torn 
country, officials said. 

llie afrUne^^^^^ its last overseas 
flight late Saturday, when a flight in 
firom Sharjah, in the United Arab Emir« 
ates, landed in Kandahar, the site of the 
Taliban base in southern Afghanistan/ 

•We have no plans to operate further 
flights,' Civil AviationMinisterAkhtar 
Mohammad Mansur told the Afghan 
Islamic Press, a Pakistan-based private 

news agency. 

He said the Taliban have no plans to 
violate the UN sanctions which came 
mto force from Sunday after theTaliban 
refused to hand over indicted terrorist 
Osama bin Laden. 

Mansur said the last Ariana Boeing- 
727 landed at Kandahar at 11:40 p.m. 
(1910GMT)Saturday,carrying 14tons 
of cai^o for Afghanistan. 

Some 1,700 people at Ariana would 
be left out of woik, he said. 

*The decision to impose sanctions is 
an unjust and cruel step against the 
Afghmi nation,* he said. 
* Mansursaid the ban on Ariana flights 
would have little economic impact on 
&e Taliban government as the airlines 
was not a proflt-making venture but 
would hurt others. > 



*It will affect the Afghan people and 
the business conmiunity,* he said. 

He said there was no justiflcation to 
ban flights on Ariana, which was a 
non-political and non-military organi- 
sation. 

'The action taken by the United States 
and the United Nations is a clear viola- 
tion of human rights,' he said. 

The ban would cause serious prob- 
lems for the postal department, which 
uses the airline to carry nearly all it;s 



mail. Ariana's mternadbhalflightshave 
never before been banned even during 
the 1979-89 Soviet Occupation of Af- 
ghanistan, he said. Ariana with three 
aging Boeing 727s was operating 120 
international flights a month, ferrying 
some2,000passengersandabout2,000 
tons of cargo, he said. 

It will not be profitable to use these 
aircraft on domestic routes, he said. 
The airline uses four Russian Antonov- 
24s for its domestic operations. 



UN sanction^ will only hit civilians 



ABU DHABI (AFP) - UN sanc- 
tions on Afghanistan* s Taliban, which 
came into force Sunday, will only 
hurt 'the Afghan people and not the 
Taliban,* a militia representative here 
said. 

*It is the people who will suffer, not 
the Taliban. We are used to war and' 
difflculties,* said Azizur Rahman, 
press attache at the 'Embassy of the 
Islamic emirate of Afghanistan* in 
Abu Dhabi. 

The 'embassy' is the official repre- 
sentative of tiie Taliban in the Emir- 
ates, one of only three states, together 
with Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, which 
recognise the militia as tiie legitimate 
government of Afghanistan. 

*We fear for our people (but) as 



diplomats, we will not have as much 
trouble travelling,* Rahman added, in 
reference to Pakistan's recognition. 

Pakistan will become an obligatory 
crossing point for those wishing to en 
ter Afghanistan, following the Unitec 
Nations imposition of an air embargo 
and financial sanctions. J 

Rahman said there were aboul 
1 10,000 Afghans in tiie United Arab 
Emirates, of which two^thirds had Pa- 
kistani passports because tiieir fami- 
lies fled to Pakistan during tiie Sovie 
occupation of Afghanistan. 

He said that tiiose witii Pakistan 
passports would suffer less than 
their fellow nationals because tiie> 
would not need visas to transit throu^ 
Paldsmn.:.;.:.: 
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Afghan demos put 
aid plans in j eopar dy 

Aid groups concerned about staff 's safety 



From SIKANDER HAYAT 

ISLAMABAD - As another 
harsh winter sets in Afgh^stan the 
anti-sanctions demonstrations 
throughout the country threaten to 
undermine almost all the foreign- 
assisted humanitarian prograinmes 
at great co^ to tttc uncterprivileged 
Afjghans. 

Heads of various UN agencies 
and otho" humanitarian organisa- 
tions based in Islamabad, aroarent- 
ly not fullyiprepared to tackle the 
aftermath of the UN imposed sanc- 
tions, have expressed concern not 
only about the safety of their staff 
but also about continuity of their 
programmes. 

According to a UNHCR press 
release, demonstrations targeting 
UN property have been held in 
Kabul, Kandahar, Farah, Mazar-l- 
^Sharif^ Heart and Jalalated among 
Mother places. UN offices in these ar^ 
eas have been attacked and win- 
dows broken. 

In some areai the; demonstrators^ 
forcibly entered the buildings and 
damaged equipment and veiiicles: 
On Monday, the UNHCR office in 
Farah was set ablaze by the angry 
demonstrators. • 

There are about 50 international 
staff members of the UN agencies 



in Afghanistan, Under a security 
protocol thd Afghan government is 
expected to ]MOVide Ml security to 
the pmonnd and offices of the UN 
agencies. Additionally, about 75 
members of the Geneva-based 
International Committee of Red 
Cross (ICRC) are also presently on 
duty in the war-ravaged country. 

So far, no UN sta^ have been in- 
jure din the attacks on the UN of- 
fices in Afghanistan, said the UN- 
HCR press release. 

**The lidiban provided guards 
and police to IfN offices but they 

f>roved powerless against such 
argecrowds," smd Erick de Mul, 
UN Coordinator for Afghanistan. 
''Moreover, we believe that authori- 
ties are not doing enough to dis- 
courage thes« demonstrations in the 
first place." 

He appealed to the Taliban to 
support and protect UN premises 
and staff, '*who work to provide 
much needed humanitarian assis- 
tance to poor vulnerable 
Afghans.** The United Nations has 
lodged protest to Taliban authori- 
ties and has requested them to re- 
spect the existing security agree- 
ment • 

Originally, a delegation of UN 
agencies based in Islamabad was to 



go to Kabul for the Joint 
Consultative Committee meeting 
with the l^iban. But in the lighjt of 
latest wave of anti-UN demonstra- 
tions the meeting has been post- 
poned and only Mul and UNICEF 
Country Chief Louis Arsenault will 
be leaving for Kabul on l\iesday. 

They are likely to discuss the 
current situation and to request that 
the authorities at the highest level 
in the Taliban government should 
extend further cooperation to the 
assistance community. 

Through a resolution the UN has 
imposed sanctions agmnst Afghan 
national carrier Air Ariana to fly 
out of Afghanistan and also frozen 
the deposits of the Taliban govern- 
ment in the foreign banks. The 
sanctions are expected to hurt the 
Afghan trade and postal conmuim^ 
cations. A two-man team will also 
address the need for a *1iumanitari-i 
an corridor** across the front lines 
from Kabul to Paryshir to deliver 
humanitarian aid to the displaced 
perspns who imn^ about ^,000. 

The UN hm has ex(»essed con- 
fidence that as long as security of 
UN personnel remains adequate 
humanitarian aid will not be anect* 
ed by the UN sanctions against^ 
Afghanistan. 
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Taliban set up 
Ulema Shoora 



ISLAMABAD, Nov 28: The 
Taliban on Sunday aiinounced the 
establishment of hundreds of 
Islamic consultativje coUncilii to 
supervise judicial and administra- 
tive machinery across Afghanistan. 

The militia's supreme leader,. 
Mulla Mohammad Omar, in a 
decree asked the people to consti- 
tute Ulema Shoora at district and 
provincial levels, the Afghan 
Islamic Press reported. 

It said each council would com- 
prise 10 scholars picked by local 
people and int^ectuals from their 



region. 

Quoting a Taliban spokesman in 
the militia's base in Kandahar, the 
Paldstan-tmsed private news service' 
Sfdd the, councils had akeady start- 
€Mi functioning at some places. 
- **The'aim of the Ulana Shoora is 
to remove public grievances against 
the administration and provide 
speedy justice" to the people at 
gra^roots levd, ^e spokesman said. 

The councils will serve as local 
government bodies and not as 
regional parliaments, AIP said. 
—AFP 



Early winter 
snow hits 
Kabul 



KABUL, Nov 24: A heavy early 
winter snow hit the Afghan capital 
Kabul on Wednesday further 
increasing hardship for the city's 
impoverished population, most of 
whom have no propei* heating 

fadhties. 

The snow, followed by heavy 
rains, started in the afternoon and 
continued for several hours. 
Residents said most people were 
caught unprepared as the snow 
started one month ahead of its 
usual season. The onset of winter 
triggered anxiety among the city's 
population of one minion. 

As most families cannot proper- 
ly heat their homes, early snow 
will increase hardship caused by 
20 years of non-stop ^ting, polit- 
ical upheaval and, most recently, 
United Nations wnqdom hnposed 

•TheishOi^r is fuhif yojiiiave the 
winter fadlities," he said,^adding 
many families he knew w^d suf 
fer.— AFP * / 
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PESHAWAR ^ 
against Afghanisu 
among the forci[ 
United Nations an< 
cies and other intei 

CXiring the last 
foreigners, mostly 
America left varioafpla^ in V , 
istan and entered Pafistari viaToi 
Now they would p^>ceed either 
headquarters of the Mgendes or to tipr ^ 
native countries. Oatheiother,fiauidx^m| 
two foreigners whc^are journalists byf; 
profession went t4kAfghaiiist«n>via ; 
Torkhana..^, ^m(L:h*^'^ 




The authorities guarding the 
ghan border at Torkham when ap- 
proached on Sunday afternoon con- 
firmed receiving 12 foreigners who en- 
tered after leaving varibus dui^ stations 
inside Afghanistan, They includedthftc 
Americans, two Filippino, two British, 
two Fmish, two Ncwzealahdets and dn^ 
German, Majority of thenrwcie<^i>lcs 
and they are associated widifrarious 
United Nations and other fcfegncrs 
agencies and organisation^ contributing 
to the relief as well as rebuilding activi- 
ties in all over the war ravaged Mghani- 

stan. ' 

The authorities said that two foreign- 
ers entered Afghanistan at Torldjam on 
Sunday.MrScottandhiswifcmAmeri- 
can nationals and journalists by profes- 
sion. Scott is associated with Voice of 
America. 

Besides the foreigners, a large mimber 
of Afghans associated with various gov- 
ernment, semi-government functionar- 
ies and foreign NGO*s have also left 
Afghanistan to visit their near and dear 
one, settled in various parts of Pakistan. 
At Toricham. it was learnt that a number 
of international NGOs have directed its 
Afgh^ employees of halting ite actiyi-^ 
ties in Afghanistan in the light df intcr-?!? 
national sanctions. This decision is likely 
to make jobless hundreds of Afghans, 

However, movement on the Pak-Af- 
ghan border atToikham remained calm 
and a large number of the Afghans as 
well as tribal traders and labourers con- 
tinued crossing over the border for the 
whole day. The personnel of Khyber 
Rifles, an affiliated body of the Frontier . 
Corps and traditional Khas«fc fbrces 
continued routine search of the proplCi 
One of the official at Torkhairi con- 
firmed that arrivals are more compared 
to departures for Afghanistan in the last 
couple of days. 
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in Iran may go 
home soon: UN 

TEHRAN: Thousands of Afghan 
refugees living in Iran may be going 
home under an accord Iran is ex- 
pected to sign soon with the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees, a 
UN representative ^said here 
Wednesday. 

World Food Program (WFP) re- 
gional director John Powell, who is 
here to help with the negotiations, 
told AFP that his agency also wants 
to increase aid to the 60,000 
Afghan and Iraqi refugees liviiig in 
camps in Iran* Iran hosts 1 .4 mil- 
lion Afghan and 600,000 Iraqi 
reifugees. 

The WFP's director for Iran, 
Msjed FItssih, said Shia Iraqis have 
begun going home dnce Iraqi I^es- 
ident Saddam Hussein decreed an 
amnesty in July. ^ 

But mdst of the refugees have 
become integrate into Iranian so- 
ciety, with' many pf them working in 
constructaon. 

These refugees are suffering 
deeply and wish to go home, PoweU 
said. 

They have lost everything and 
despite the bountiful generosity of 
the Iranian authorities, they remain 
strangers, he added. 

Things are even worse for the 
Pashtun Afghan refugees. 
Their camp is in Dalaki in south- 
western Iran, far from the Afghan 
border. 

The WFP would like to provide 
food and education for refugees in 
the camps in Iran, above all for 
Afghan ^iris, he said. 

If the refugees* stomachs are 
full, they will be able to study bet- 
tei; he added. 

Fassih said that back in 1987, 
'^the WFP provided emergency aid. 
Today, we have specific projects. 
We give rations to the elderly, 
the handicapped, single mothers 
with children who fit our 
criteria." AFP 



6 I^QV 1333^ 

Afghans quizzed over 
rocket attacks 



ISLAMABAD. Nov 15: The team 
investigating the six rocket attadks 
in Islamabad have questioned sev- 
eral Afghan nationals over the 
case, police said on Monday, 

Police still do not know who is 
responsible for die rocket blasts, 
aimed at the US and UN buildings 
in the capital on Friday last, offi- 
cials said. No one has been arrest- 
ed in the case. 

The attacks appeared to be in 
protest at UN sanctions imposed on 
Afghanistan on Sunday after the 
ruling Taliban regime refused to 
hand oyer Osama bin Laden. 

Rockets were fired from crude, 
double-barrelled launchers inside 
cars in the capital But the car own- 
ers had not been traced, police 
said. Several Afghans were held in 
Islamabad for questioning on 
Satiurday but released on Sunday, 
police said. 



A caller claiming to be from an 
Afghan-based Islamic militant 
group named •*A1- Jihad" said on 
Sunday his organization was 
' respoi\sible f or the rocket attacks. 

The man made the claim in a 
.telephone call to AFP in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, identifying himself 
onlyasf'Ahmed.*' 

Ilie man also said the group did 
not wish to follow up the attacks 
with more in other locations. 

No conunent on the claim was 
available from officials in Islama- 
bad. 

The police and security agencies 
have been put on high alert across 
Pakistan following the attacks. 

Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
have condemned the attacks as a 
plot to damage relations with 
Pakistan and fuel tension between 
the Islamic militia and the interna- 
tional community. — ^AFP 
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Mujaddedi seeks Musharraf s 
help to resolve Afghan issue 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR -Former Afghan presi« 
dent and chief of the Afghan National 
Liberation front Prof. Sibghat Ullah 
Mujaddadi has diverted attention of the 
Chief Executive Gen. Pervez Musharaf 
towards the ongoing fighting in Af- 
ghanistan. • 

After describing in' depth the situa- 
tion of Afghanistan through his open 
•letter to Chief Executive Gch. Pervez 
Musharaf, he urged the CE, "to take 
effective and immediate steps, towards 
bringing an end to the ruthless fighting 
in our country by withdrawing all Paki- 
stani nationals from Afghanistan. In- 
i stead. Pakistanis unparalleled influence 
and leverage on the Taliban can be 
instnimental in pressurising them to 
search sincerely and seriously for apo- 
litical solution that could eventually lead 
to the exercise of the right of self-deter- 
mination by the Afghan people." 
Prof . Sibghat Ullah Mujaddadi is now 

in Denmark. He left Peshawar for Den- 
mark in previous August after alleging 
that Pakistan's armymen and students 
supporting Taliban in the fighting to 
North of Kabul. After such allegations 
I^of. Mujaddadi had left for Denmark. 



The text of the open letter, addressed 
by Prof. Mujaddadi to Gen. Pervez 
Musharaf is, "From the lime you have 
assumed power in our brotherly neigh- 
bouring country of Pakistan I have b^n 
following closely and with deep inter- 
est the developments in bojth countries." 
Diverting attention of the COAS to- 
wards several issues. Prof. Mujaddadi 
expressed pleasure over transition of 
power in Pakistan and expressed the 
hope for earl^ return of a genuine popu- 
lar civilian iiule." 

Excellency, you are well aware, how- 
ever, that^our neighbouring Muslim 
country. Afghanistan is burning in a 
devastating and imposed war. while the 
so-called government of Prof. Rabbani 
was primarily responsible for the inter- 
nal Afghan conflict until September 
1996. the Taliban administration is now 
the faction that insists on war and advo- 
cates a military solution to the problem 
in Afghanistan." 

"It is evident that the Taliban admin- 
istration has enjoyed not only Paki- 
stan's political, material and logistical 
support but thousands of Pakistanis and 
hundreds of Araboiationab are fighting 
for it as well. Benefiting from this una- 
bated support and professional guid- 



ance of Pakistani officers in military 
operations, the Taliban admmistration 
has greatly intensified their offensives 
since mid-summer. 

Most appalling is the fact that wher- 
ever they had attacked in this latest 
round of offensives, they have adopted 
a scorched-earth policy that has inflicted 
untold sufferings upon the defenceless 
civilian population. Thousands have 
been killed and thousands more ren- 
dered homeless, houses, buildings, or- 
chards, crops and entire villages have 
been razed to the ground. With the ap- 
proach of winter the miseries of the 
desperate war-affected people is only 
compounded to alarming levels." 

"Experience has proved beyond any 
doubt that irrespective of the extent of 
foreign support and adoption of sys- 
tematic methods of oppression, no fac- 
tion in Afghanistan can rule by force 
and that the conflict jn our war-shat- 
tered country has ho military solu- 
tion, it must be mentioned that fur- 
ther continuation of war and insta- 
bility in Afghanistan would not only 
annihilate the already devastated coun- 
try but would a.sohave serious negative 
implications on its neighbours, particu- 
lariy Pakistan." 



Muj addedi 
steps for peace in Afghanistan 

...... v# 1 it\t\£. U<*. t'fxlA tWinf fsc n fsif 



F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR - The former 
Afghan president and chief of the 
Afghan National Liberation Front, 
Sibghatullah Mojadidi, called upon 
Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the Chief 
Executive of Pakistan to take ef- 
fective steps towards the ending of 
blood-shed in war-torn 
Afghanistan. 

Reiterating his previous stance, 
Mojadidi asked him to withdraw 
all Pakistanis from Afghanistan 
and halt all logistic support to the 
Taliban. 

It was stated in a open letter to 
the Chief Executive of Pakistan, is- 
sued from Denmark on November 
8 this year. 

1 am glad that the transition 
from the previous government to 
yours took place in a peaceful 



manner and that the brcflheriy peo- 
ple of Pakistan were saved from 
the ordeal of war and destruction" 
adding that " Your excellency 
would be able to achieve^ the objec- 
tives you have set for your govern- 
ment" Mojadidi said. 

He urged upon the Chief 
Executive to use its clout on 
Taliban for a peaceful settlement of 
Afghan issue. 

Former Afghan President also 
emphasised on neighboyring coun- 
tries to stop military backing of 
Northern Alliance and other fac- 
tions and to take sincere steps for 
the restoration of peace and stabili* 
ty and to form a populat represen- 
tative government in Afghanistan. 

Holding Pro. Rabbani*s govern- 
ment responsible for the civil war 
in Afghanistan upto September 

FRONTIER POST 



1996. he said that as a faction 
Taliban are insisting on war and 
advocating military .solution for the 
Afghan conflict. 

Referring to the latest Taliban*s 
offensive which is described by 
him as a scorched -earth policy, he 

said that 

it inflicted untold sufferings 
upon the defenceless Afghans. 

He said that due to this thou- 
sands of Afghans have been killed 
and became homeless and numer- 
ous houses, orchards, crops and 
even entire villages have been 
razed to the ground. 

He blamed that the Taliban had 
enjoyed not only Pakistan's politi- 
cal, material and logistical support 
but thousands of Pakistanis and 
Arab nationals were fighting along 
with them. 
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Urgent reUef work must 
for Paiyshir refugees: UN 



UNITED NATIONS: Timely efforts 
and measures should be taken to pro- 
vide humanitarian relief to ten of 
thousands of people m Afghanistan, 
who have fled to a remote vsdley in 
Pai\jshir to escape latest round of 
fighting between rival groups, said 
United Nations Coordinator for 
Afghanistan on Thursday. 

Eric De Mul, the UN Coordinator 
for Afghanistan said there could be a 
serious humanitarian disaster in De- 
cember, unless UN gain access to the 
large number of displaced persons 
with necessary relief measures. 

He said with the winter approach- 
ing people needed food, shelter and 
coal wijhin three weeks. He said most 
of the displaced people in the northern 
P^utyshir \%dley were women and chil- 
dren, who fled the fighting in the north 
of Afghanistan capital of Kabul and 
noted that while access to internally 
displaced people in Kabul and the 



western front was fah-ly easy, it was 
more difficult to gd relief into tihe Ran- 
jshir^MQi Eric said talks with the Tal- 
iban and the Northern Alliance on 
gaining access across the northern 
frontlines had been unsuccessful so 
far. Taliban had been reluctant to reach 
an agreement while the Northern Al- 
liance had been more forthcoming. 

De Mul said there had also been 
discussions in October in Kabul with 
the Taliban authorities on human 
rights, gender issues and access to 
education. More talks were planned 
this month. An increased number of 
women were now allowed to work 
and have access to basic social ser- 
vices, especially healthcare. There 
was also more schooling for girls, 
particularly home-based education. It 
was also now possible to bring inter- 
national Muslim female staff into 
Afghanistan, unaccompanied by a 
male relative, he added. — PPI 



Food-for-education 
plan to be launched 
in Badakhshan 



By Hasan Akhtar 



ISLAMABAD. Nov 5: The UN 
humanitarian coordinator and the 
World Food Programme plan to 
launch this month a Tood-for- 
Education' programme in the 
Badakhshan province \ of 
Afghanistan for 50,000 children, 
particularly for girls. 

An official of the WFF told a 
news briefing here on Friday that 
the programme would aim at pro- 
moting primary education and 
could be extended ;to other areas 
with the passage of time. It is 
planned on the pattern of other on- 
going programmes such as food-for- 
craftmanship, agriculture, land 
reclamation etc, which have gone 
on for some time with considerable 
success, the official said. 

One such programme already in 
operation in Kabul is for establish- 
ing bakeries to offer employment 
mainly to destitute widows, is now 
planned for the Mazar area. The 



UN official said a similar project 
was expected to be undertaken in 
Jalalabad. 

He said the humanitarian pro- 
grammes in Afghanistan were not 
expected to be curtailed or affected 
by the impending threat of interna- 
tional sanctions from Nov 14 over 
the Osama bin Laden issue. 

Meanwhile, it is pointed out that 
the food-deficit areas in the north 
could face harder times within the 
next few weeks with the snows shut- 
ting off access to those areas, unless 
Kabul lifted its blockade. 

A UN press release claimed that 
more Afghan chilcfren were covered 
during the latest round of the polio 
immunization programme in May 
and June. 

The monitors from Unicef, the 
WHO and other public health agen- 
cies reported a better turn-out of 
children under five in the latest 
rounds. 



i 



No impact of 
curbs on Afghan 
food situation: UN 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
mpcnding United Nations sane- 
ions on Afghanistan should not 
worsen the already acute food 
shortages in the country, a UN 
spokeswoman said here Friday. 

The current food scarcity in 
Afghanistan stems from controls 1 
imposed by Pakistan as well as 
the lower domestic cereal crop 
this year in the war-torn country, 
spokeswoman Stephanie Bunker 
told reporters. 

The authorities in Islamabad 
have reportedly enforced stricter 
controls on cross-border com- 
mercial trade with their northern 
neighbour following the military 
coup last month in a move to curb 
smuggling. 

Bunker said food supplies 
from ON agencies and non-gov- 
ernmental aid organisations were 
continuing as usual, despite the 
impending sanctions. 

The UN Security Council 
sanctions go into effect from 
Sunday if the Taliban does not 
hand over indicted terrorist 
Osama bin Laden, blamed by the 
US for masterminding last year's 
twin bombings of American em- 
bassies in East Africa. 

Under the sanctions countries 
will be required not to allow the 
Afghan Ariana airiine to land at 
or take off from their territory 
and also to freeze Taliban ac- 
counts. 

Bunker said a 16-percent low- 
er cereal harvest and soaring 
prices as a result of dwindling 
supplies from Pakistan had added 
to the food problems of Afghan 
people. 
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UN accuses Taliban of 
human rights abuses 



ISLAMABAD: Tlie United Nations said 
Wednesday it is increasingly con- 
cerned about the failure to stop the 
war hi Afghanistan and repeated 
grave human rights abuses m the 
country 

lliere was evidence the ruling 1^- 
iban nulitia were executmg people, 
forcibly moving people from theu: 
homes and forcing people to work, 
accordmg to a report 'from the UN 
special rapporteur on human rights 
Kamal Hossain. 

He said those responsible could 
face international criminal liability. 

Hossain viiated Kandahar, home of 
the Taliban headquarters in southern 
Afghanistan, in May and the capital 
Kabvd in September. 

"The violations of human rights 
which were reported to him by credi- 
ble eyewitnesses included forced dis- 
placement of the civilian population; 
deliberate burning of houses; sum- 
mary executions of non-combatants, 
mcluding women and children; arbi- 
trary detentio!is; and forced labour," 
his report said. 



"All of these practices constitute 
grave human rights violations." 

He said some Taliban field com- 
manders were named in the reports 
of violations mcluding Abdul Wahid 
Ghorbandi. Human ri^its situation in 
Afghanistan was grave, Hossain said. 

One quarter of childr^i die before 
the age of five. Ufe expectancy for 
men is Just 43 years, and for women 
44. Maternal mortality rates are the 
second highest in the world. 

Onty 1 2 per cent of the population 
has access to safe \fater and literacy 
rates are' a poor 30 per cent on aver- 
age and just 13 per cent for women, 
who are effecth^ely prisoners in their 
homes under Taliban rule. 

Many of the reported violations 
occurred when the TaJiban took 
Bamo^ in May, Hossain said. 

Hundreds had fled the town be- 
fore the fighting and 499 women and 
children had died from cold and 
hunger when they left, he said. 

In additibr\ tliere had been at least 
40 summary executions in the town 
as well as arbitrary arrests and sys- 



tematic destruction of houses. 

More violations occurred in July 
when the Taliban began its summer 
ofl'ensive across the Shamali plains. ; 

Tens of thousands of civilians fled 
the fighting and were now ki the Pan- 
jshir valley, a key stronghold of the 
opposition Northern Alliance. 

The opposition claimed 250,000 
had fled and other estimates were 
100,000 to 150,000, most of whom 
were forcibly moved by the Taliban, 
Hossain said 

"Widespread first-hand reports in- 
dicated that there were house and 
crop burning, forced deportations, 
famOy separations, the separation and 
deportation of women, and arbitrary 
killing in southern Shamali." 

Hossain also oitidsedthe military 
tactics of both sides in the war. Both 
the Taliban and the opposition had 
used anti-personnel mines and anti- 
tank mmes which had uyured civil- 



ians. 



In addition the Taliban had led an 
aerial bombardment of chdlians in the 
Shamali plains. — AFP 



Pakistan asRed 
to resume trade 



PESHAWAR (PPI) - United Nations 
has asked Pakistan to resum^ routine 
trade with Afghanistan otherwise it 
Would add to the problems of people in 
Kabul. 

The Chairman of Islamabad based 
UN Food Affairs Organisation, Michael 
Spket said that if Pakistan does not 
resume rountii^ trade with Afghanistan 
,it would aad to the problems of people 
in Kabul. 

The head of the UN International 
Food Affairs Organisation.Michael 
Soket iii an interview with VOA re- 
ferred to the sky rocketing flour price 
in Kabul and said that this is one of the 
iHg effects arising out of closing*of bor- ' 
dcr for. trade with Afghanistan by Pafci- 
sUm. ' * ' 

He said that he witnessed almost dou- 
ble increase in the flour price.The price 
of flour has registered a tremendous 
increase in the current month creating 
lot of problems for the residents of Ka- 
bul. 

Its reason is that flour and other ecjir- 
btes were now being transported from 
P^isum to Afghiuiistim. The edibles arc 
now not being iran>iported to Kab^l 
owing to the uncertain situation abou^ 



the aims and objectives of the new gov- 
ernment in Pakistan,he said. . 

That is why the prices of the food 
commodities have shot up. Mr Soket 
said that price hike has no link with the 
sanctions likely to be imposed by the 
United Nations on November 14 be- 
cause those curbs are to be slapped only 
on Ariana Airlines and Taliban's assets 
. He termed the rise in flour price as the 
duect result of the latest steps of Paki- 
stan. On the role of the UN and Wwld 
Food Perogramme, he said that what 
they can do is to convince the Pakistan 
government to allow free trade to Af- 
ghanistan like the past. 

He said that they think the situation 
in Kabul is very sensitive and it would 
add to the problems of the |)eop!e of 
Kabul who are already* experiencing 
miseries and hardships. 

If normal trade is not rcsumed.it 
would further deteriorate the plight of 
the people, he maintained. He asked the 
P^istan government to resume normal 
trade with Afghanistan. 

Michael Soket said that the solution 
to the problem is to persuade the Paki- 
stan authorities that free trade between 
the two countries is in their interest 
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Sanctions 
against 

Taliban 
take effect 



By Masood Haider 



UNITED NATIONS, Nov 
14 The UN-imposed sanc- 
tions came into force on 
Simday against the Taliban 
government for failing to 
surrender Saudi exile 
Osama bin Laden for trial 
on charges of plotting the 
bombing of US embassies in 
Africa last year. 

The sanctions were imposed 
by the Security Council on Oct 
15, with a 30-day deadline for 
compliance. Council president 
Danilo Turk of Slovenia told 
reporters on Friday: "The sanc- 
tions will go into effect auto- 
matically.^ 

The UN sanctions stipulate can* 
cellation of Afghan Airlines Ariana 
flights t9^d from Kabul, and all 
bank accounts owned by the 
Taliban anywhere in the world 
would be frozen until such time 
they comply with the conditions of 
the resolution. 

Pakistan's ambassador to the 
United Nations Inamul Haque said 
diat on Friday the council had dis- 
cussed the sanctions and decided 
that it would not delay or rec(»isid- 
er them despite appeals by the 
Taliban. 

The council president, Danilo 
Turkr>weuld make a formal 
announcement on Monday that 
UN-imposed sanctions have gone 
into effect on Sunday. 

He said he had heard various 
reports of Taliban proposals aimed 
at forestalling the sanctions, but 
**nothing of the character which 
would require the matter to be 
brought before the council for con- 
sideration.** 

OSAMA: According to an AFP 
report from Kabul, the Taliban 
vowed on Sunday they would not 
expel Osama bin Laden under 
iPressure as the UN sanctions went 
tolef feet against Afghanistan 



sparking demonstrations in Kabul. 

A senior Taliban spokesman, 
Abdul Hai Mutmaen, said bin 
Laden would not be expelled 
against his will. **Afghan traditions 
and Islamic bonds do not allow us 
to hand him over,** he added. 

Mr Mutmaen said the Taliban 
government could not be held 
responsible for the public anger 
caused by the "unjust" UN sanc- 
tions. 

•*We are not responsible for the 
rage and anger of people who can- 
not give up their pride and cannot 
yield to foreign pressure,** he said 
after crowds attacked the former 
US embassy building and the UN 
office in Kabul. 

Taliban troops fired shots in the 
air as demonstrators pelted the 
buildings with stones, smashed 
windows and computers and over- 
turned vehicles. 

The sanctions will prevent 
Taliban-controlled Ariana Afghan 
Airlines from landing or taking oft 
overseas and will mean the freez- 
ing of Taliban accotmts abroad. 

Speaking from the Taliban head- 
quarters in Kandahar city, the 
spokesman said the Afghans had 
expressed their anger as "the 
unfair and cruel sanctions will add 
to the problems of the people.** 

He said the sanctions instead of 
solving any problem would further 
complicate die issue. 

He said the Taliban wanted to 
negotiate with the United States 
but it had adopted an inflexible 
position on the bin Laden issue. 

"Negotiations are our central 
policy, but the US should not 
always ride the same donkey. It 
should pay heed to the demand of 
the Afghim people and the situa- 
tion,** he added. 

He said Taliban foreign minister 
Waldl Ahmed Mutawakel appealed 
to the UN to extend Sunday*s dead- 
line but received no reply and 

Continued on Page. 



Saudi Arabia to have formal dipio- 

/ matic ties with the Taliban. 

Wadiington also did not respond to A senior UAE official said the 

several Taliban proposals in the country would comply fully widi Ae 

past on resolving the issue Afghan UN sanctions and had halted the 

airline grounded in UAE after sane- airline*s activities in the emirates. 

ti(ms "We have stopped them from fly- 

ARIANA: A Reuters report from ing from the moment the sanctions 

Dubai said Afghanistan*s national went into effect There is no ques- 

airline Ariana had ^ut down opera- don about that,** the official told 

tions in the United Arab Emirates Reuters. 

after UN sanctions, according an The sanctions require all states to 

Ariana official. ban arrivals or departures by air- 

The airline's assistant manager, craft owned, leased or operated by 

G.H. Farouq, said the last Ariana or on behalf of the Taliban, 

flight from the UAE had left The only exceptions are humani- 

Sh'arjah airport on Saturday af t«:- tarian flights or flights carrying pil- 

noon carrying 12 passengers and grims authorized in advance by a 

about 15 tons of cargo to the Afghan watchdog committee, 

dty of Kandahar. <*This is not a government airline. 

"Our operations stopped as of This airline only transports passen- 

(Sunday). There is nothing,** Mr gers and cargo,** Mr Farouq said. 

Farouq said. "There are 1,500 peo- "This is going to be a problem for 

pie working for Ariana. What are the passengers.** 

they going to do? What are the Ariana had flights to the UAE 

Afghans living in the UAE going to emirates of Dubai and Sharjah, 

do?** involving two passenger and three 

There are a number of Afghans cargo flights. The airline also had 

working in the oil-rich emirates, one flight a week from Kabul to 

many as taxi drivers and construe- Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, and three 

tion workers. The Afghan embassy flights a week to India, 

in the UAE was not immediately MAIL LINK CUT: The ban on 

available for comment Ariana flights will cut off, a source 

Ariana had operated five flights a of vital foreign exchange and the 

wedc to the UAE, one of only three main link with the outside world for 

countries alongside Pakistan and the exdiange of mail. 
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Annan urges 
Taliban to 
protect UN staff 

UNITED NATIONS: Secretary Gen- 
eral of United Nations, Kofi Annan 
condemned attacks on UN offices in 
Afghanistan and reminded the rul- 
ing Taliban militia on Monday of its 
responsibility to protect UN ^aff. 

In a statement, Annan's 
spokesman FVed Eckhard said *11ie 
Secretary General is distressed 
about the attacks (and) condemns 
the destruction of United Nations 
property in sev^'al locations in 
Afghanistan". 

EcMiard added that "the Secre- 
tary General reminds the Talibiui 
authorities of th^ responsibility to 
protect United Nations property 
and guarantee the safety of |dl 
United Nations personnel". 

The statem^t was issued after 
thousands of protesters demon- 
strated across Afghanistan against 
UN sanctions niiich came into ef- 
fect on Sunday after the Talilmn re- 
fused to hand over Osama bin 
Laden. —AFP 



Taliban to compensate 
for damages, says UN 

Omar asks Afghans to abandon rallies 



KABUL (AFP) . A senior 
United Nations official said 
Tuesday the ruling Taliban militia 
had promised compensation for 
the damages caused to UN prop- 
erties by demonstrators in several 
Afghan cities. 

Brick de Mul, UN Coordinator 
for Afghanistan, said the Taliban, 
authorities had also expressed re- 
gret over the incidents during the 
demonstrations following the im- 
position of UN ' sanctions on 
Sunday. 

The sanctions were imposed 
after the Taliban refused to hand 
over indicted terrorist Osama bin 
Laden, blamed by the United 
Slates for the August 1998 bomb- 
ings of two American embassies 
in East Africa. 

Under the sanctions the 



More haid^ps for war-battered nation 

UN sanctions against 
Afghanistan from to 



KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan's 
ruling Taliban militia made a final 
appeal to the United Nations on 
Saturday not to impose sanctions 
on the war^tom nation. 

The UN Security Council was 
due to bring in sanctions against 
the Taliban from today (Sunday) 
for faiUng to tjand ^ver ind|cted 
teiTorist Osanm^in Laden; , 

In its main morning commen- 
tary Radio Shariat, the militia's 
mouth-piece, said Afghanistan 
needed rehabilitation, not econom- 
ic restrictions. *The UN, which 
calls itself the upholder of wortd 
peace and stability and supporter 
of weak nations, should revise its 
Afghan policy and its economic re- 
strictions," the station said, adopt- 
ing a more conciliatory tone than 
usual. 

"Economic pressures will result 
in nothing but further suffering of 
the people." The sanctions would 
prevent Taliban-controlled Ariana 
Afghan Airiines from landing or 



taking off overseas and mean the 
freezing of Tiliban accounts 
abroad. 

There have been large demon- 
strations against the United 
Nations in cities across 
Afghanistan. 

Aid agencies here have ex- 
pressed iscripus copoem^hat the,, 
"^aitctioy would wopin conditions, 
for the already, vulnerable popula- 
tion as Afghanistan's harsh winter 
approaches. 

Radio Shariat said the interna- 
tional community should have 
. helped rebuild the country after the 
^10-year Soviet occupation of the 
1980s. "Instead tiicy poured salt on 
our wounds. A proof of this is the 
behaviour of the security council 
and the US government," it said. 

Dr. Abdullah, a senior 
spokesman for opposition leader 
and former defence minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood. welcomed 
the sanctions and said thcjf would 
not affect the local population. 
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Taliban-controlled Afghan Ariana 
airlines cannot fly to any point 
oustide Afghanistan and coun- 
tries are required to freeze 
Taliban regime bank accounts, 

Mul, who is here to get securi- 
ty guarantees for the UN staff in 
Afghanistan and' discuss other is- 
sues, said the UN did not expect 
"extensive" damage to its build- 
ings from the^emonstrations, 

"We have been repeatedly told 
that what happened in the last 
couple of days in Herat. Mazar-i- 
Sharif and recently in Kabul is 
very much regretted and we have 
promises that there will be com- 
pensation for these damages," he 
told a news conference. 

"I think some of the colleagues 
were a little bit shocked by the level 
of destruction," he said, adding that 
the UN had been aw^re of the plan 
for demonstrations. 

Mul said initially a big UN team 
was due to come here for a regular 
meeting of a Joint Consultative 
Committee with the Taliban* authori- 
ties, but that trip was cancelled be- 
cause of security (idncems. 

**By coming in a large gi'oup we 
thought we will be an extra buiden 
on the authorities in terms of cater- 
ing for our security," he said. 

Thousands of protestors have 
been demonstrating against the UN 
sanctions. Several UN buildings 
across Afghanistan have been peltad 
with stones and one office in the 
south was torched by angry crowds 
on Monday. 

Meanwhile, the leader of 
Afghanistan's niling Taliban militia 
Mullah Mdiammad Omar called on 
people Tuesday to stop protests 
against UN sanctions and instead 
pray for "God's wratii" to fall on 
those responsible. 

"1 appeal to Afghan people to be 
patient, abandon demonstrations 
and pray to God to descend his 
wrath upon those responsible for the 
cruel action," he said in a mes.sage 
to the nation. 

The message, circulated through 
the Pakistan-based Afghan Islamic 
Press in Peshawar, said the UN had 
imposed the sanctions under pres- 
sure from the United Slates. 

"(US President Bill) Clinton and 
otiier anti-Islam elements are re- 
sponsible for the sanctions which 
have hurt sentiments of all Muslims 
and enraged the people of 
Afghanistan," Omar said. 

PRONTIER POST 
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UN envoy satisfied with Kabul talks 



KABUL (AFP) - United Nations staff 
in Afghanistan began normal opera- 
ticms again Thursday after days of ten- 
sion and noting left workers locked 
indoots for protection, a top UN offi- 
cial^aid. - , , ; 

Erick de Mul, UN Cooixiinator for. 
Afghanistatii, said he was satisfied with 
his talks^ the Taliban and the nib^ 
Tdm^gmtees tot the incidents of the 
last several days will not be repeated. 



UN action 

against 



*Incidents can always happen. The 
indicators are that what happened in 
the last six or seven days probably a^d 
hopefully will not be repeated/ de Mul 
said. *lt looks like we are back to woi'k 
in a more quiet period. Oiir oplleagues 
in Kabul worked very harcj to see this 
through and tnake sure that programmes^ 
won!t be interrupted and we are basi- 
cally back to normal/ he said. 
Hetarri vedin Kabul on Tuesday after 




hits snags 



By Masood Haider 



NEW YORK, Nov 17: The United 
Nations Seciuity Council has run 
into serious difficulties in persuad- 
ing some member stateai of the 
council to play their assigned r^^les 
in the UN action against the 
Taliban regime of Afghanistan. 

Many member states believe j?hat 
the Afghan sanctions plan is liasi- 
cally an American plan to furrher 
its interest in the region. Many 
Arab envoys see it as an tinti- 
Muslim posture adopted by the 
United States. 

On Oct 15, the SC adopted a reso- 
lution that threatened sanctions 
against the Kabul-based govern- 
ment of Afghanistan if it fa^ed to 
turn over Osama bin Laden within 
one month, for facing justice. 

The sanctions took effect on 
Sunday. 

However, the SC kas been 
unable to move forward on the 
establishment of a Sanctions 
Committee for monitoring the 
implementation of the measures 
and reconmiending action again^it 
violations. 

In an attempt to dispel the grow- 
ing impression that the UN action 
was part of an anti»Muslim cam- 
paign by the western coimtries, the 
US wants the Sanctions Committett 
to be headed by a Muslim state 
from among the mtmbers of the 
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sc. 

There are four sta^ — Bahrain, 
Gambia, Gabon, and Malaysia in 
this oategory but all of them are 
resisting American pressure to 
accept the chairmmship as this will 
put them at odds with their fellow 
members of the Organization of die 
Islamic Confer^ce. 

Except for Malaysia, all those 
Muslim states will retire from the 
SC on Jan 1, 2000. They will be 
replaced by Bangladesh, Mali and 
Ttmisia, who, too^ are members of 
theOIC. i 

Knowledgeable UN diplomats 
say the US is |>ushing for the 
appointment of an interim chair- 
man of the Sanctions Conunittee, 
possibly Slovenia, tmtil the installa- 
tion of new members. 

The US, they say, is also exerting 
immense pressure on the incoming 
members, especially Bangladesh, to 
accept the unpopular chairman- 
ship. 

Bangladesh diplomats say their 
country's permanent representa- 
tive, Anwarul Karim Chowdhiu^, 
has ai\stured the Americans that he 
can persuade the government in 
Dhaku to swallow this "bitter 
piU** in return for a US pledge to 
support his own candidacy for the 
post 01; UN Secretary-General in 
2001. 



angry demonstrators ransacked UN 
buildings in Kabul and some other 
major citiesf burning one building to 
the grouiid, in protest at UN sanctions 
irtiposed on Sunday. 

* We are alvvays careftil, but that is 
not only here, we are careful even in 
Islaihabad,* he said, shortly before tak- 
ing a flight from Kabul to Pakistan. 

De Mul said earlier the religious mi- 
litia, which controls most of the war- 
torn country, had promised tq compen- 
sate for the damages caused to the UN. 

He said after a thorough assessment 
acomprehensivelist of damages would 
be submitted to the Taliban authorities. 

The UN coordinator also said he vis- 
ited the former Soviet embassy com- 
pound in Kabul where 16,000 people, 
some 10,000 of them children, have 
been displaced by fighting and have 
settled. He said a lot has to be done in 
the face of the fast-approaching winter 
particularly for the large number of 
children, providing better sanitation and 
even playgrounds. In his talks with the 
Taliban, de Mul also asked for permis- 
sion to aUow the UN to carry humani- 
tarian aid through the front lines to 
displaced people in Panjshcr valley. 

The UN Coordinator said that he was 
still waiting for an answer from the 
militia. 
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UN launches appeal 
wortii $220.7m for Kabul 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - United 
Nations Wednesday launched a 
consolidated i^peal worth 220.7 million 
dollars for year 2000 for humanitarian 
assistance in the strife-ravaged 
Afghanistan. 

Tht appeal was launched at a press 
conference addressed by the 
repieseittatives c^the UN and international 
aid agencies for Afghanistan. 

The consolidated^pcfal included 83.8 
million dollars for alleviation of human 
suffering, 637,700 dollars for 
advancement of human rights, 57.2 
million dollars fyt provision of basic 
services, 50.9 million dollars for 
, sustainable livelihoods, 1 9.9 million 
dollars for refugee repatriation and 8.3 
million dollars for ccK>rdination. 

Responding to a question, Ahmed 
Farah, Chief of United Nations High 
Conunissioh for Refugees (UNHCR), 
said eruption of war and natural 
calamities like earthquake and floods 
would hamper humanitarian activities 
in Afghanistan. , 

'1 am worried if additional sanctions 
are imposed on Afjghanistan, then it 
would also affect our work.'^ At the 
moment, he said, the recent UN Security 
Council sanctions against Afghanistan 
have had not caused much difHculty for 
humanitari^ activities. 

When asked about the impact of 
sanctions, thi UNHCR official said 
sanctions could lead to shortage of food 
which might c^ise low level of criminality 
and instability. ''Such a situation hanpers 
refugees repatriation.'* 

He said the increase in flour prices in 
Afghanistan was not because of the 
U.N. sanctions but it was the result of 



strict border controls of the nei^bouring 
countries.However, he did not expect 
large exodus of refugees from 
Afi^anistan as a result of current U.N. 
sanctions. **Unless there is some 
dramatic development, we do not see 
any large exodus of refugees.^* 

In response to, a question about the 
return of British and American citizens 
working of UN and international aid 
agencies for Afghanistan, he said, there 
has been no change as yet in their 
decision. 

He said the other intenilitipnal staff 
has returned to Afghanistsm by the end 
of MaFch,"in a nor^ way.*' He said he 
did not foresee any change or to reduce 
the mtemational staff.Nancy H. Oupree, 
representative of Agency Coordinating 
Body for Afghan Relief (ACBAR) 
criticized U.S. and other western 
governments for,**unfairly pressuring 
Taliban government for their own 
agenda."Dupree, who is a American 
national, said she has been visiting 
Afghanistan and has not felt any danger 
or fear while travelling their. "The 
famous Afghan hospitality is still alive.** 

Farah said such (tecisions have been 
taken at,"the New York level by our 
senior officials who may have 
information that we are not' privy to.'* 

Antonio Donini, Deputy O)ordinator 
United Nations Development 
Programme <UNDP), said there has not 
been any incident of violence against 
international md workers in Afghanistan 
over the past one year.He said Taliban 
guards posted at the UN offices in 
Afghanistan had did their best to protect 
international staff during recent anti- 
UN demonstrations in the country. 



UN accuses 
Taliban of 
Afghan 
bombing 

ISLAMABAD. Nov 19: The 
United Nations on Friday accused 
Taliban goveminent of bombing a 
shelter surea and a school in opposi- 
tion-held Paajsher valley, killing 
12 people and wounding 56 in 
what i|t called '^murder of civil- 
iaits**. f 

The UN said in a statement its 
staff in the area had confirmed a 
Taliban warplane bombed 
Panjsher's Bazarak market area on 
Thursday, hitting a school and il 
site where some displaced persons 
were staying in tents. 

It said 12 people died, of whom 
10 were displaced persons, and 24 
of the 56 wounded people were 
ho^iialized./ 

*^e deplore tibis mmrder of dvil- 
iansi" UN Coordinator for 
Afghanistan Erick de Mul said in 
the statement, issued in 
Islasbabad. **The UN calls upon 
both warring parties to ensure 
their protection,** he said. 

**This episode is but the latest in 
the Afghan war in which civilians 
have been the targets of conflict 
between the warring sides,** de 
Mul said. 

The statement said the area 
bomfbed on Thursday was 3km 
from the UN office in Bazarak, and 
no international agency staff were 
harmed. 

It said the office was set up in 
Septmber to respond to ^e needs 
of about 65,000 people who fled to 
Panjsher from the Shomali region 
north of the capital Kabul during 
fighting ^ch began there in late 
Jidy.— Reuters 



Annan hails Zahir's 
peace initiative 



By Our Correspondent 



NEW YORK, Nov 27: UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan on 
Friday hoped that the initiative 
taken by former Afghan king 
Mohammad Zahir Shah would con- 
tribute to the restoration of peace 
in the country. 

In a statement issued here after 
the conclusion of the Loya Jirga 
(grand assembly) held in Rome 
from Nov 22 to 25 at the initiative 
of the former king, the secretary- 
general said this initiative and 
other initiatives taken by the peo- 
ple of the war-torn country would 
contribute to the return of peace to 
Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile, a UN spokesman said 
that the world body had cleared 
more than 460 pieces of unexploded 
ordnance from the world's "most 



dangerous" museum in Afghanis- 
tan/'" 

The open-air mine museum in 
Zendajan housed 18 large aircraft 
bombs — some as heavy as 500kg — 
and 445 other pieces of ordnance 
since 1992, iK^cording to the head of 
the Afghan explosive ordnance dis- 
posal team diat defused the muse- 
um. 

The place had become "one big 
hazard in one place,** said Peter Le 
Soeur, the technical adviser to the 
Afghan Technical Consultants, an 
organization working under the UN 
Mine Action Programme for 
Afghanistan. The organization has 
so far cleared over one million 
explosives from the coimtry, over * 
three-quarters of which have been | 
unexploded ordnance. i 
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UN team visits 
Bdith of Kabul t^^^ 
assess situation 

KABUL (AFP) - A United Nations 
team Sunday visited the frontlines north 
of Kabul to assess the security situation 
before moving humanitarian convoys 
to the oppositiofi held Panjsher valley, 
officials said. 

The team was sent to the New Road 
to assess the *issues of security, dem- 
ining and (exploding unexploded ordi- 
nance,*' Raz Mohammad, acting head 
of the UN niission in Kabul said. 

He said the team's talks with top of- 
ficials from both sides was **vcry posi- 

The visit follows assurances given by 
the ruling Taliban militia last week that 
the UN relief convoyis would be al- 
lowed safe passage to the Panjshir Val- 
ley headquarters of anti-Taliban com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood. 

The UN official said a joint commis- 
sion comprising representatives of the 
UN, the ruling Taliban and northern-^ 
based opposition groups had been set 
up to decide a schedule for sending the 
aid convoys. 

The heavily niined frontlines. around 
45 kilometers (27 miles) north of here 
on the so-called New Road, sit on the 
main highway linking Kabul with Pan- 
jshir, about 100 kilometers further 
north. 

Around 6i5,000 people, who fled from 
the Shomali and Parwan areas north of 
Kabul during the Taliban's summer of- 
fensive in late July, have sought refuge 
in Panjshir and the international com- 
munity has expressed grave concern 
over their fate especially as winter ap- 
proaches, ^ - - > , ' ■ " 

Senior UN officials here ^xpressed 
the hope that food and some essemial 
non-fcKxi items would be moved with- 
in a week. 

The Taliban controls most of Afghan- 
istan while the opposition forces bat- 
tling under Masood hold a slice of land 
in the country's northeast. 
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US rules out delay in 
curbs against K abul 

Taliban refuse to hand over Osama 



From iOian 



WASHINGTON-Undauntcd by Fri- 
day's attack on its embassy in Islama- 
bad, the Clinton Administration has 
made it clear that US sanctions would 
go into effect from Sunday November 
14 against Afghanistan, if the Taliban 
do not assist in bringing Osama ben 
Laden to justice. 

*That is our view," State Departmait 
spokesman Jamss P. Rubin said on Fri- 
day while commenting on the Islama- 
bad rocket attacks. 

He, however, said the US had taken 
note of a public statement by the leader 
of the Taliban, Mullah Omar, "con- 
denming the attack and denymg any 
responsibility for them." 

**We continue to conduct a thorough 



investigation and will conduct a thor-^ 
ough investigation of the attack and we 
are not prepared to speculate on who 
was responsible on the ground until we 
are in a position to gather more infor- 
mation. At that time, obviously, we are 
not going to speculate but, in other 
words, with this event having only oc- 
curred a few hours ago, we are not pre- 
pared to speculate on who was respon- 
sible," Rubm remarked. 

When asked: So- you are unwillmg - 
you are unprepared, unable at this point 
to rule out TOiban, ccMrect, Rubin, in 
reply, said, "Well, what we are not go- 
ing to do is speculate on who was re- 
sponsible. This investigation is begin- 
ning now and that is all I can say on it. 

Q: No, I wasn*t asking - we're not 
asking for speculation. We're asking 

See page 
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rules out delay in curbs 



From page ! 

for, even though it's early, you have some 
information aSout the type of explosives. 
You havea statement ftwnTaliban. There 
is a pattern of JKitivity. These arc the 
pieces that conclusicms are drawn from. 
So what you know so far, what the US 
government knows so far, can it say that 
Taliban were or weren't involved? 

Rubin: We can't rule out anybody until 
the invest^ation continues. 

Q: Have you all been in touch with the 
Taliban representative in New Yoric on 
this issue? 

Rubin: I dcm't believe so. I don't be- 
lieve so this Saturday (monung.) 

Q: You said thi weapons involved were 
— the launches were improvised. 

Were these rocket-propclted grwiades? 

Rubin: I am not in a position to get into 
more detail on die specific type of weap- 
onry. It's a good question. I've been ad- 
vised — they were described to me as 
improvised launch«r$.whidi presumably 
mean they w Jerry-rigged for this pur- 
pose. Again, the question of responsibili- 
ty is just one that is not possible to specu- 
late on at this time. 

Q: What is the status of the embassy and • 
consulates in Pakistan as well as the status 
of the USlpersonhel? 

Rubin: Right. I believe Assistant Sec- 
retary for South Askn Affairs Karl Inder- 
fiirth spoke to Ambassador Milam eariier 
this Saturday (morning). The Embassy's 



operatioas will be normal except they will 
have a heightened state of alert In other 
words, we are not closing embassies or 
reducing functions, but diey will be oper- 
ating under a hei^tencd state 6f alert As 

is tiieir practice, they will not be operating 
on a weekend. 

Q: Earlidr this week or perhaps last 
week, Mullikh Omar had sent a letter to the 
AP which is addressed to tiie American 
people which also addressed the subject^ 
of the forthcoming sanctions and said that 
the American people should expect sur- 
prises, which he lata: clarified as earth- 
quakes and floods and tiiat sort of thing. I 
wondered, given this attack, apparrait at- 
^k today, if you all had a chance to 

reevahiate the letter ^ch at the time you 
called txovocatiVe. , 

Rubin: Yes. Let me say we did regard 
tiiat letter as provocative. We are investi- 
gating all possible sources ^ the attack 
and we take all possible security tiireats 
seriously. I suspect probably a little less 
seriously the weather weapons that were 
suggested. 

Q: Jamie, may I ask is it accurate tiiat 
you feel the attacks were aimed at US 
facilities and ncme of the rockets actually 
hit any US facilities? Is that correct report- 
ing? ■ 

Rubin: Yes. 

Q: There is no doubt tfiat the American 
facilities were the target? 
Rubin: I think die fact that the attacks 



were well coordinated and the fact that die 
American Center and die locati(H) indi- 
cates tiiat this was one of several targets 
because tiiere have been a numbor of 
reports about attacks tiiroughout die city. 
So, again, it would be wrong to draw too 
many conclumons just a few hours aftiCT 
this has occurred. 
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US media blames 
Taliban for blasts 



From JEHANCm iOIATlAK 

ATLANTA - The Clinton ad- 
ministration Friday refused to ex- 
plicitly fix responsibility on 
Taliban for Islamabad explosions. 
However, it pointed an accusing 
fmger at ruling militia by saying 
that "it will not deter the UN from 
imposing ' sanctions on 
Afghanistan/' 

it The State Department said the 
attacks were well-coordinated and 
no group, including the Taliban, 
were being ruled out in probing the 
attacks. The US media reports, 
which splashed the news Friday, 
held the puritanical militia respon- 
sible for the attacks. J i 

**We cannot rule out anybody 
until this investigation continues," 
the State Department spokesman 
James P. Rubin said. 

"A Taliban leader condemned 
the attack. But that will not deter 
the UN from imposing sanctions on 
Afghanistan this weekend if Osama 
bin Laden is not handed over for 
prosecution," Rubin said . 

At the White House, spdcesman 
Joe Lockhart said: "We will be con- 
tinuing our efforts to gather as 
much information as we can, but at 
this point we have come to no con- 
clusion on responsibility." 



Lockhart said, "it*s a barbaric 
way to send a message, if that's 
what it is." 

A US intelligence official told 
an American wire service that the 
attacks appeared *to have been in- 
spired by the threat of UN sanc- 
tions." 

"It could have been Taliban-in- 
spired, or it could be some funda- 
mentalist responding to statements 
made by the Taliban or others," 
said die official, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Rubin said the attacks were 
made with improvised launchers, 
possibly jury-rigged for that pur- 
pose. 

He said there would be no 
change in the staffing of the em- 
bassy or the American Centre, but 
security was being enhanced. 

"It is much too early to speculate 
who did it, and no one has claimed 
responsibility,** a department offi- 
cial was quoted as saying. 

"We arc certainly troubled by 
the violence and condemn in the 
possible strongest terms these at- 
tacks," National Security Council 
spokesman David Leavy said. 

He added: ^'Details are still un- 
clear and we do not now who is re- 
sponsible,'* J 



us, UN to stay in 
touch with Taliban 



WASHINGTON (NNI) - The Clin- 
ton administration is expected tb main- 
tain some kind of dialogue with the 
Taliban on the US demand for the ex- 
tradition of suspected terrorist Osama 
bin Laden, currently hiding in Afghan- 
istan, even as the United Nations 
slapped sanctions on Kabul Sunday. 

According to informed sources, the 
talks are expected to be conducted 
through the Taliban representative in 
New York. The UN also proposes to 
keep open its lines of communication 
with the Taliban, who control 90 per 
cent of Afghanistan but is not represent- 
ed on the world body. 

According to observers, some kind of 
engagement with the Taliban rulers is 
necessary to keep exploring prospects 
of a solution instead of totally depend- 
ing on the sanctions, which have clear- 
ly not worked in the case of Iraq. Bagh- 
dad has been under international sanc- 
tions for nearly a decade. 

Taliban spokesman Noorulla Zadran 



told the BBC that Afghanistan had ta- 
bled at least four proposals to resolve 
the bin Laden issue, but all had been 
refused. The Taliban is staled to favour 
an arrangement short of extradition of 
bin Laden against his will. Both the US 
and the United Nations refused to ac- 
cept the offer of bin Laden being al- 
lowed to exit Afghanistan and shift to a 
secret destination elsewhere. Nor did 
they accept a proposal for his trial by 
Isliunic clerics from several countries. 

According to reports, the UN Se- 
curity Council, which voted for the 
sanctions last month, proposes to set up 
a sanctions committee to monitor com- 
pliance and oversee humanitarian ex- 
emptions. 

These include medical flights and re- 
ligious travels to Mecca, the spiritual 
capital of the Muslim world in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Zadran called the sanctions cruel and 
inhuman, saying orphans and widows 
would be the ones to suffer. 

NATION 



Trade between 
Pakistan and 
Afghanistan 
okay: US 

By Our Staff Correspondent 

WASHINGTON, Nov 18: The 
State Department said on Thursday 
there was no restriction on across- 
the-border trade between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan under the sanc- 
tions imposed by the UN. 

A senior official told Daum the 
UN sanctions •'do no affect trade 
across tlie border between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan. 

"The sanctions are only aimed at 
the assets of the Taliban organiza- 
tion and its leaders t and on 
Ariana Airlines. Even Ariana 
Airlines could carry out h^mazdtar- 
ian types of flights," the official 
said. 

The offidsd made these remarks 
when a^ed to Uarify whether the 
UN sanctions sigainst the Taliban 
affected the supply of food and 
humanitarian assistance, or bilater- 
al trade with Afghanistan. 

**The trade across the borders 
and remittance of funds are not 
blocked under the UN sanctions,** 
the official said. 

Is there any objection to the 
trade agreements between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, like the wheat 
supply agreed to yesterday, the offi- 
cial was asked. "No,** he said cate- 
gorically. 

Reports from Islamabad on 
Wednesday had indicated that 
Pakistan had signed a wheat supply 
agreement with Afghanistan 
"despite the UN sanctions.** 

"Pakistan has agreed to let 
Afghanistan buy its wheat require- 
ments from here through official 
channels,** a government 
spokesman was quoted as saying on 
Wednesday. 

Is there any objection to this type 
of trade deals, the State 
Department official was asked. 
"None at all,** he said. "There 
should be no problem with that." 

The clarification given by the 
State Department means other 
countries could also supply food 
assistance to Afghanistan and even 
the Afghan Ariana Airline could 
bring in food cargoes from any 
where in the world, as needed. 

Likewise transit trade through 
Pakistan would also go on uninter- 
rupted, as in the past, as the UN 
sanctions would not affect any bilat- 
eral trade between Afghanistan and 
any other country. » , 
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World urged to help end HM 




ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Twenty years 
on from the Soviet invasion of Afghan- 
istan; all states that have armed, trained 
and fmanced warring factions in Af- 
ghanistan have a special responsibility 
for ending the human rights catastro- 
phe in that country. Amnesty Interna- 
tional said Wednesday. 

In a series of new reports and a spe- 
cial campaign to mark the anniversary, 
the human ri^ts organisation highlight- 
ing changing patterns of human rigbts 
abuses in the war-torn country and calls 
for decisive action to reverse interna- 
tional neglect of this deteriorating situ- 
ation. 

"It will be 20 years next months since 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistaii and 
this country's descent into civil war," 
Amnesty International said. 

"For two decades, the international 
cohununity has mostly averted its eyes 
from the human rights catastrophe 
in Afghamstan. It must now at to end 
it". ■ 

**The US, its West Buopean alUed and 
the countries of the former Soviet Un- 
ion have ffuled to bring to an end the 
very human ri^ts oisis that d)ey helped 
to create," the oiganisation said. 

"Pakistan, Iran and other countries 
that are reportedly supporting the war- 
ring factions in their military campaigns 



einAfg 



must now use their influence on armed 
groups to ensure that diey respect hu- 
man rights". 

A new pattern in Afghanistan's hu- 
man rights tragedy is the targeting of 
people on the basis of their group iden- 
tity—- as women, chilcjr^n, ethnic mi- 
norities and defenders^of human rights. 

Ethnic tensions were ni^t a driving 
force during t|ie ear^4r stages of the civ- 
il war. but this^ is ijow changiiig, the re- 
ports point out, / 

The Taliban, Margely Pushtun move- 
ment, is targeting minorities such as 
Tajiks and Hazaras while some non- 
Pushtun forces have targeted Pushtuns. 

"Defenseless Afghan citizens in mi- 
nority-populated areas have seen dieir 
fathers, sons, frioids and neighbours 
massacred before their eyes or hauled 
away by armed groups," report said. 

"Survivors have witnessed the de- 
struction of their cwps, livestock, or- 
chards and irrigation systems and have 
been forced flee their lk>mes". 

This summer, tens of thousands of 
Tajiks in the Shamli valley, north of 
Kabul, were driven from their homes 
and became refugees in their own coun- 
try, withoutladequate food or shelter. 

While calling for international action 
to put a $top to these atrocities, report 
also urging armed groups in the coun- 




try to end their catalogue of humaVi 
rights abuses. 

"For too long,' they have used cii?d- 
ians as pawns in their war games," die 
report said. 

Amnesty International also called f8r 
urgent action to;- -^^ 

♦ Restore the rights of Afghan woffi- 
en, who have become vtcdms of power 
struggles between men and continuelo 
be subjected to harsh laws that do Ml 
allow them to move around freely,^ 
to school or work. 

♦ Address the plight of AfghanistdrPs 
children, who have been abducteH. 
raped, forced into prostitution and niild 
as hostages by armed groups. 

♦ Ensure {M:btection for die worf^ 
largest refugee of over two million Af- 
ghans in neighbouring Iran and Pa^- 
Stan, who have few ri^ts. They areffl- 
creasingly being resented in host couH- 
tries and are viifii»:i^le to die activity 
of armed Afghim groups/ 

♦ Pttshtuns are the largest ethnic 
group in Afghanistan, forming a major- 
ity in the south and the east of the coun- 
tiy and a minority In other areas. Tajiks 
are the second largest ethnic grocti.* 
Hazaras, the diird largest group, lie 
mostly conq)osed of Shia Muslims, 1^- 
like the oth^ two groups, whose meM- 
bers are Sunnis. . M 
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Iran not changing 
policy towards 
Taliban 



TEHRAN, Nov 22: There will be 
no change in Iran's policy towards 
the ruling Taliban in Afghanistan 
despite the resumption of border 
trade between the two neighbour- 
ing states, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said here on Monday. 

'*No change has occurred in 
Iran's policy towards Taliban and 
border trade between the two 
states is nothing new,'* foreign 
ministry spokesman Hamid-Reza 
Assefi told the radio news channel 
Payam. 

He also rejected reports about 
the reopening of Iran's consulate 
in the western Afghan city of 
Herat. 

The consulate was not reopened 
as it was never closed down, Assefi 
said. Iran had retained the office, 
but at a lower diplomatic level. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) 
agency, citing Taliban sources, had 
said Iran would reopen its con- 
sulate in Herat next week due to 
the resumption of trade through 
the Islam Qala border crossing 
point. 

The spokesman however con- 
firmed an AIP report that former 
Iranian consul general in Herat, 
Reza Mashadi, met with Herat 
Governor. Mulla Khairulla 
Khairkhwa, a Taliban member. 
The Tilliban regime reportedly 
wants to improve ties with Tehran. 

Iran opened a border point with 
Taliban-ruled Afghanistan on 
Sunday to enable trade. Officials 
in Tehran stressed that the move 
did not pose a violation of UN 
Secvirity Council sanctions. 

Afghan businessmen may 
engage in trade with the two Iran- 
ian provinces of Khorassan in the 
northeast and Sistan-Balochistan 
in the soutb.east near Herat. — ^AFP 



Iran agrees to 
reopen border 
with Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Iran has 
agreed to reopen its border with Af- 
ghanistan after several days of talks 
between traders of the two countries, a 
Pakisjtan-based news agency said. 

No independent confirmation was 
imm^iately available. 

The Afghan Islamic Press said the 
Iranian authorities haveagreed to unseal 
the Islam Qila post bordering the west- 
em Afghan city of Herat. 

It said the border, closed last year as 
ruling Afghan Taliban's relations with 
Tehran worsened. wUl be reopened on 
Thursday. 

The agency said the agreenwnt was 
reached after several days of negotia- 
tions held between delegations of trad- 
ers from the tWo countries. It did not 
say where .the talks were held in Iran. 

Iran closed its border with Afghani- 
stan last year as the Taliban militia 
captured.several western and northern 
Afghan provinces in their war against 
opposition fighters. 

Relations worsened later in August 
1998 when at least nine Iranian diplo- 
matu were killed after the Taliban 
militia seized the Iranian consulate in 
the northern city Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The agency said the two sides agreed 
the border would not be closed at least 
over the next five years even if there 
was war in Afghanistan. 

The reopening of border would al- 
low Afghanistan to receive trade con- 
voyS from Iran, it said adding that Af- 
ghan traders would also purchase wheat 
from Iran to overcome the current flour 
shortage. 

NATiOM 
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OIC urged to mediate 
between UN, Taliban 



ISLAMABAD (AFP) - The 
leader of Jamiat Ulema-i-lslam, 
Maulana Fazlur Rchman, 
Tuesday urged the Organisation 
of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
to mediate between the Afghan 
Taliban and the UN to remove a 
threat of sanctions over Osama 
bin Laden. 

Rehman said he had written a 
letter to OIC Secretary-General 
Ezzedin Laraki asking him "to 
play a mediatory role and secure 
a suspension" of a UN Security 
Council resolution against 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban 
militia. 

Condemning the resolution as 
"cruel" the head of the Jamiat 
Ulema-i-Islam (JUI) told re- 
porters the 54-nation OIC should 
seek a "negotiated settlement of 
all differences" with the Taliban. 

The UN Security Council in a 
unanimous resolution on October 
[5 decided to impose sanctions 
on the Taliban movement unless 
it hands over bin Laden by 



Osama*s handover to US 

Musharraf not 
to pressure 
Taliban 

DUBAI (AFP) - Pakistan will 
not put any pressure on 
Afghanistan's ruling Taliban mili- 
tia to hand oyer the alleged terrorist 
Osama bin Laden, said Chief 
Executive General Pcrvez 
Musharraf in an interview broad- 
cast by the Qatari satellite channel 
al-Jazira Friday. 

Musharraf said the Taliban took 
their own decisions independent of 
what anyone else might say, and re- 
jected the idea that Pakistan had to- 
tal influence over them. 

However, he said it would be 
possible for Pakistan to talk to 
them through diplomatic channels. 

The UN last month adopted a- 
resolution calling for the Taliban to 
hand over Osama, who has taken 
refuge on their territory. He is ac- 
cused by the US of responsibility 
for two bomb attacks on US em- 
bassies in Africa last year. 

FRONTIER POS7 



November 14. . * . . 

The resolution binds UN mem- 
ber states to "deny permission for 
any aircraft to take off from or 
land in their territory if it is 
owned, leased or operated by or 
on behalf of the Taliban." 

Member states are also re- 
quired to freeze funds, and other 
fmanciat resources owned or con- 
trolled directly by the Taliban. 

The Saudi-bom billionaire 
sheltered by the Taliban was in- 
dicted on 224 murder charges in a 
New York court on November 4, 
1998, for the bombing of the US 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam on August 7, 1998, 

The twin bombings also left 
some 4,500 people injured. 

The hardfine Taliban has re- 
fused repeated US demands to 
expel Osama. 

Fazl also asked Islamic move- 
ments across the world to deplore 
the "US-sponsored UN resolu- 
tion" and express solidarity with 
Afghanistan's religious militia. 



Osama^s handover to US 

Musharraf not 
to pressure 
Taliban 

DUBAI (AFP) - Pakistan will 
not put any pressure on 
Afghanistan's ruling TEiliban miti'> 
tia to hand over the alleged teirorist 
Osama bin Laden, said Chief 
Executive General Pcrvcz 
Musharraf in an interview broad- 
cast by the Qatari satellite channel 
al-ia2ura Friday. 

Musharraf said the Taliban took 
their own decisions independent of 
what anyone else might say, and re- 
jected the idea that Pakistan had to- 
tal influence over themi 

However; he said it would be 
possible for Pakistan to talk to 
them through diplomatic channels. 

The UN last month adopted a 
resolution calling for the Ibliban to 
hand over Osama, who has taken 
refuge on their territory. He is ac- 
cused by the US of responsibility 
for two bomb attacks on US em- 
bassies in Africa last year. 
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! Musharraf ready 
I to talk to Taliban 
on Bin Laden 

; ISLAMABAD (AP)^PaIdstan*s mil- 
itary ruler Gtal Pfervws Musharraf said 
Friday he is willing to talk to Afghani- 
I Stan's ruling Tftliban militia in a bid to 
] resolve the issue of suspected tentudst 
1 Osama bin Laden, wantedibr trial by 
the United States. ^ t \ 

"If he is involved in* terrorism, yes, 
surely, I would like to negotiate with 
the Afghan government., to resolve the 
issue,*' Musharraf toki the Associated 
Press in an exclusive interview Friday. 

Musharraf spoke just after Islamabad 
was rocked l^ six rockets fired near the 
US Embassy^ American Cultural 
Centre, United Nations offices and 
downtown government buildings. 

Police said tiiat rock^ launchers in 
cars had been positioned far from the 
buildings and in uncrowded areas. 
^ *Thi$ is sonwthuig which has hip- 
perod and it is ^|iu^ serious/* Mushar- 
raf said, iHit refused to commit on who 
might be behind the blasts until an in- 
vestigation is con^leted. Hie explo- 
sions were the first major unrest since 
Musharraf ousted Prune Minister Na- 
wazSharif in a bloodless coup last month. 

Eariier a number of Pakistan's pro- 
Taliban religious groups had warned he 
United Stales and the United Nations 
against imfx>sdng sanctions against Af- 
: ghanisbui ^ pressures it into handing bin 
^ Lade»^ov)»>for tdaljsi connectiiHi with 
, bombingsofU^BfK^^ies in Africa last 

Pakistan is one of thft only three cbuni 
tries of the worid which recognizes the 
Afghan Taliban govmment and is con-^ 
sidered its close allyl 4 

The United Nations* plans to impose 
sanctions (m war-battered Afghanistan 
starting Sunday if bin Laden, a Saudi 
Arabian dissident who has been hiding 
out in Afghanistan, is not made available 
for trial. 

Musharraf smd he would "like to get 
into the realities of the issi^*' of bin 
Laden. But his J^vemment has been 
unable to focus on terrorism because of 
the focus cm national issues such as end* 
ing comiptiion, Musharraf said. 

But he said terrorism is a pressing 
jm>blan for Pakistan and his govern- 
ment intends to fight it 

**We are against all fcmns of terrorise, 
speddly a^iiiBt die use of religion fo€ 
promoting tmcMism," he said. **It brings 
a bad name to ti» religion. Surety I will 
like to contribute toward curbing terror- 
isih in whatever fomau^ 

Hundreds of people died in violence 
between feiKling reUgipus groups in Pa- 
kistan in die montiis before Sharif was 
deposed. Sharif s government had 
blamed militants' training camps run is 
enianatingfromAf]^ianistan,aiKlwI^th- 
er the terriMist groups have their basis 
there.'* 
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Protesters stone UN, US offices in Kabul as ^notions 
come into force: Taliban vow not to expel bin L#en 

Pakistan will abide 



sanctions on K 



-/ , 



By Uitier Farooq 
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ISLAMABAD -- Pakistan will abide 
by the United Nations Security Conn* 
cil sanctions imposed on Afghanistan 
through a resolution passed unanimouly 
by all the 15 members of the UN SC 
last month, said a senior official while 
talking to The Nation, 

The UN Security Council on 1 5 Oc- 
tober passed a resolution to impose 
sanctions on the Taliban Administration 
to pressure it to hand over Osama Bin 
Laden for trial in United States where 
he has been indicted in a federal court. 

The United Nations Resolution im- 
poses ban on Afj^anistan*s Airline Ar- 
iana from landing anywhere in the 
world* It has also frozen the assets of 
Afghan government in foreign coun- 
tries. However, there is a provision in 
the UN Resolution which provides ex- 



emption (o the Afghan Airiines flights 
for humanitarian purposes and or to al- 
low Afghan citizens to perform reli* 
gious piligrimagc. 

Despite Pakistan's decision, to abide 
by the resolution of Security Council, 
it will continue to persuade international 
community to adopt a policy of engage- 
ment towards Taliban Administration as 
the sanctions can hardly contribute to 
the resolution of problem. 

Official said that Pakistan has a con- 
sistent policy of abiding by the resolu* 
tions of the Security Council arid "same 
policy will be adopted towards the Se- 
curity Council resolution related to Af- 
ghanistan*' said the official. 

The Afghanistan official airline does 
not fly regularly to Pakistani cities. 
Most of the Ariana^s operations were 
directed to Dubai in the United Arab 
Emirates which has become* trading 
centre for the Afghan traders iplass. 



Moin asks US , Taliban 
not to lige Pak territory 

ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Interior ^attacks were a something new for 



Minister Moinuddin Haider has 
said that the United States and the 
Hiliban should not choose Pakistan 
territory to settle their disputes. 

"I do not think it proper that if 
there is any dispute between the 
Taliban and the US they should 
chose Pakistan territory to settle 
their disputes. They snould not 
drag us tneir dispute,** Moin told 
BBC when asked to comment on 
the assumption that the Friday 
rocket attacks were outcome of 
Taliban*s refusal to hand over 
Osama bin Laden to the US. But he 
was quick to add that he would not 
say anything about this possibility. 

He said that the investigators 
were looking into three or four pos- 
sibilities. '*But it will not be ptiipct 
to say any thing unless we reiu;n a 
fmal conclusion.** 

The mhiister said that the rocket 



Pakistan. "Somebody has fitted 
brocket launchers in vehicles and 
have fire rockets from remote con- 
trol. This technology h^ been used 
for the first time and the vehicles 
used in these incidents hav^ als^ 
been burnt and the evid^c^ has 
been eliminated.** , • 

Moin said that so^far the investi- 
gators had not b^eh able to reach 
any final conclusion. The interior 
minister said that the explosions 
had taken place in an orgmiztd 
manner. He said tfiat luckily the no 
one was killed in the attack. **We 
are taking precautions throughout 
the country to prevent such recur- 
rence.** Moin said that the 
Afghanistan siUiadon brought arms 
to Pakistan, adding that the de- 
weaponisation plan is on the cards. 
"We will cleanse Pakistan of this 
m^iace.** 
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Other count ries v^ere Ariana used to 
fly regulariy wer^audi Arabia and 
Germany* 

After the SecurirjKouncil sanctions 
became operationafBn Sunday theTsd- 
iban Administration!^nounced the sus- 
pension of the opepaUon of their offi- 
cial airline. Taliban »lid they would not 
violate the UN SeoiSty Council Reso- 
lutions which alsd*|psuicts the Arkna 
from taking off for i^ intemationaiiies- 
tinadon. However tlie UN sanctions will 
have impact only ort; the Taliban Admin- 
istration as rest of the Afghan groups 
will remain immu^from these sanc^ 
tions. 

The UN Securit>|;ouncil resolution 
was passed unani]q|Dusly by all the 15} 
members of the council. It waii^for diie. 
first time that ChiAa voted in i5U{q[)o^ 
of imposition of sanctions on any^couii* 
try. Though two non-permament mem- 
bers of the Security council includmg 
Malaysia and Balurain expressed die 
concern that the sanctions will hit the 
Afghan people hard. Taliban control 
over 90 per cent of thearea of Afghani- 
stan. 

AFP from Kabul adds: Taliban troops 
fired shots in the air as crowds stoned 
United Nations offices and th^ fbrnioK? 
US embassy here Sunday in i»Y>te^ at 
UN sanctions, witnesses said. 

Thousands of protestors gathered in 
central Kabul and marched several kilo- 
metres through the city, chanting anti- 
American slogans. 

Sanctions came into force against 
Afghanistan Sunday after the Taliban 
regime failed to hand over Osama bin 
Laden wanted by the United States. 

Windows were smashed at the UN 
Special Mission in Afghanistan and 
^ other UN offices before the crowd over- . 
I vi4ielmed block^es and ran towards the 
laige black gates of the Icmtier US 
bassy, which has been closed fen" years. 

Protestors threw stoties, overturned , 
cars and gtiard huts aiKl buitiiU^ flags 
as the crowds shouted: *Death to 
America, Death to womaniser Clinton.* 

Taliban guards fired into die airand it 
took them up to an hour to drive back^ 
mob. It was not clear if anyone was hurt. 
*The UN sanctions are in fact an attack 
against the whole Muslim worid,* one 
speaker told the mob, as the crowd 
chanted *Allah-o Akbm-,* (God is great). 

The Taliban militia have shown no 
sign they are ready to hand over Osama 
bin Laden, a billionaire Saudi dissident 
who is Oh the FBFs 1 0 most wantfed list 
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PaMstan concemed over 
Afghan, Chechen crises 



tyN«liiHltar ^ 

ISLAMABAD: Fbidgn Minister Abdus 
Sattar said he had infonned a alle- 
gation on Monday about his govern- 
ment's policy towards Kabul in the 
li^t of latest ^velopments. 

A JI statement after the meeting 
quoted Abdos Sattar as sapping that Is- 
lamabid would "continue to extend 
an possible help to brotherly Mamie 
country of Afghanistan and prefer a 
pdicy of non-interferenoe in thek do- 
mestic issues". 

TWking to "The News", however, 
the Fbrei^ BiDidster did not confirm 
what the JI statement said and noted: 
"Durii^ the meeting, various issues 
came under discussion inchiding 
Afj^hanistan " He chose not to offer 
any comments on the J! statement 
and said there was no mention in the 
meeting of releasing any statemadts. 

The Jamaat statement claimed 
that the minister fbr foreign affairs 
had assured the JI delegation that the 
govemmoit of Ptd^^an would decide 
all issues of national importance in- 
duding the <k)npreliensii^ 
TYeaty (CTBT) keeping in view na- 
(MiU sec^lly^'^d the*idihes <^ the 

people of Pakistan. 

Raiding to Friday's Mamalbad ex- 
plosions, the Jamaat statement said 
that tiie paily delegation daiified to 
the minister that there were deep- 
rooted oxu^iracies behind the receipt 
series of rocket attacks on capital Is- 
lamabad. "Hiere is a danger that 
some powers are out to play a new 
game under the cover of tJiwse ind- 

1^ ■ im A imi ^ & 

The delegation fdt that 
Afghanistan shouki have completed 
freedom to set its prkxrities and make 
its own decii^ons in view of its do- 
mestic issues. The members urged 
Pakistan to adopt a policy of wm4n- 
terference in the affairs of 



Afghanistan. 

The JI delegation led by Naib 
Ameer of the party Uaquat Baloch 
hdd detailed discussion on various is- 
sues with the Fbrei^ Minister, acr 
cording to the party statemez^, and 
informed Sattar about the sentoents, 
the Chedien lead^ had expressed in 
Qatar during a meeting with Qasd 
HussainAhn^. 

Hhe JI delegation recalled that 
rutl^ss bombardment hi Grozny was 
killing hundreds of innocent dtizens 
and the Chechen indep^dmice was 
in serious danger because of this 
opeii aggression. The JI tiuoted the 
Fbrdgn Minister as saying that the 
govt would not leave alone th« 
Chechen people in their hour of need 
and woukl continue to fully support 
their just stance. But again, there was 
no direct comment by the Foreign 
Minister on tills statament 

Hie foreign office, however, de- 
pressed deep disturbance by the hu- 
manitarian catastrophe lesulbng from 
the mas^ and relentless military 
campaign by Rus^ military forces 
in Chechnya It said the Rus^ mili- 
tary campaign, laundied with the 
purp(3mi ol^j^cOve of cte^nsiitgthe 
area of terrorists, had been dispro- 
portionate and inflicted a terrible 
punishment on the iimocent and de- 
fenc^ss dvilians. 

I^akistan condanns terrorism but 
at the same time, we cannot but voice 
our concern vvhen an entire popula- 
ti(m has become the target of in#s- 
criminate use of force. The peoiil^bf 
Faldstan idiare the concern and i^ 
felt around the worid fbr thdr suffer- 
ings and Join the international com- 
munity in urging Russia to stop its 
miliary adion and find a peaceful so- 
lution to the Chedwn problem, re- 
specting existing agreements and the 
fundamental rights of the Chechen 
people," Sattar said. 
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'Sanctions 
not to affect 

relations 
with Kabul' 



ISLAMABAD. Nov 15: The UN 
sanctions on Af^anistan do not in 
any manner affect the existing sta- 
tus of relations between Kabul and 
Islamabad since there exist no 
Afghan government assets in 
Pakistan nor does the Afghan 
national carrier Ariana operate 
here, an authoritative source in 
the foreign ministry told Dawn on 
Monday. 

They clearly stated that the pri- 
vate-owned Assets of the Afghan 
people did not fall within the 
ambit of the UN Security Council 
resolution imposing sanctions on 
foreign-based Afghan assets and 
the Ariana airlines operations. 

The sources, however, expressed 
serious concern about the likely 
repercussions of the UN sanctions 
on Afghanistan which may very 
soon substantially spill over from 
across the border into Pakistan, 
creating a variety of serious prob- 
lems, economic, social and of law 
and order, for the authorities here. 

The government is immediately 
convening an inter- departmental 
meeting in Islamabad to undertake 
a comprehensive assessment of the 
situation as it is likely to emerge 
for Pakistan. The government has 
to undertake urgent measures to 
meet the likely fallout of the UN 
sanctions. 

The spillover from Afghanistan, 
according to the officisd sources, 
could be of great dimension, par- 
ticularly in view of the traumatic 
political changeover only 32 days 
ago, since Pakistan itself is con- 
fronted with a host of serious prob- 
lems and issues, concerning both 
domestic and external conditions 
and relations which impose serious 
constraints on its already depleted 
economic resources. 

As a landlocked country, the 
people of Afghanistan have had a 
long tradition of strong fraternal 
and social ties apart from the reli- 
gious bonds. The long porous bor- 
der between the two countries, has 
served as an easy access to all 
external requirements and even 
daily necessities from the Pakistan 
side. 

The sources point out that in the 
first instance Pakistan is going to 
face a rising demand for food and 
the sanctions could lead to yet 
another migrarion into Pakistan. 
The wheat price in Afghanistan 
was quoted on Monday at around 
RsSO (Pakistani) as against the 
official Pakistani rate of less 
than eight rupees a kilo.— Hasan 
SAkhtar 
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JI raps sanctions 
against Afghanistan 



I Bureau Report 



PESHAWAR, Nov 15: The two- 
day congregation of Jamaat- i- 
Islami provincial workers on 
Sunday condemned economic sanc- 
tions against Afghanistan by the 
United Nations under the pretext 
of Saudi millionaire Osama bin 
Laden. 

In a unanimous resolution, the JI 
asked the UN, to what it termed a 
stooge of the Americans, to refrain 
from its anti-Muslim poUdes forth- 
with. It also urged the Muslim 
Ummah as well as the Organization 
of Islamic Conference to raise dieir 
voice against UN sanctions against 
Afghanistan. 

The resolution further said that 
the valiant people of Afghanistan 
were an integral part of Muslim 
ummah and any harm to them 
would be harm to the entire 
ummah. It said that the US was tak- 
ing Osama bin Laden only as a 
shield for targeting an Islamic 
Afghanistan. 

. n^Sution has'assured the 
Afghans that the people of 
Pakistan wiU esctend dieir full sup- 
port to their brethrai in their time 



of test and turlMilence. 
' It also condemned the recent 
rocket explosions in the federal 
capital and termed them a conspir- 
acy to Create a gulf between the 
two brotherly nations specially at a 
time when economic sanctions were 
being slapped on Afghanistan. 

It was a deliberate attempt by 
the international forces to isolate 
the Afghan people both inside their 
country and to create difficulties 
for those who were living inside 
Pakistan. 

Through another resolution the 
JI moot strongly condemned 
Russian forces air and ground 
attacks and mass killing of Chechen 
Muslims. It asked Rusaans to take 
a lesson from the past, stop brutal 
bombing of Chechen targets and 
withdraw its forces from the territo- 
ry immediately. 

The meeting also adopted a reso- 
lution through which the Ka^uniris 
were reassured of continued moral 
and material support in didr strug- 
gle for freedom. It said the only 
solution to Kashmir issue was hold- 
ing of plebiscite under die UN. 
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Fazl criticises UN 
sanctions against . 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD (PPI) - Amir of the 
Jamiatul Ulema-e-hlam, Maulana 
FazlurRehman has criticised the United 
Nations for imposing sanctions against 
Afghanistan and described thorn as 
unistamic. 

Hi said the impoiltion of sanctions 
by the United Nations against a country 
which lias be#n a victim of war fbr thi 
past ao years was a violations of human 
rights. 

About possible role of tht JUl in the 
present situation* ha said that it was 
Afghmiistan govimmant*s Issue. How^ 
aver,headded ' -we warn waitingforthe 
reaction of the Taliban* ^ 

Referring to i^e issue of Osama Bhi 
Laden» he said even if he was handed 
over to the USA they (the US and ON) 
would not show any kindness to Af- 
ghanistan. 

They want tojnaintain a situation of 
instability in Afghanistan, Fazlur 
Rehman said and added the US A and 
Europe were fully |esire to find route to 
Central Asia through Afghanistan. 

He also called upon govmunent to 
withstand against USA and frame its 
independent policy for the sake of coun- 
try 's interest 

He has also written letters to all the 
Islamic organisation includmg the OIC 
all over the world calling upon them to 
play their role in this connection. 



Iihran for lifting of sanctions 

against Afghanistan 



ISLAMABAD (PPI) -Chief of Paki- 
stan Tehreek^-Insaf Imran Khan has 
called for lifting United Nations* sanc- 
tions on Afgh^istan to save the Af- 
ghan people from more sufferings. 

He has also urged the Security Coun- 
cil of United Nations to impose sanc- 
tions on Russia as she has been commit- 
ting atrocities against die Chechen peo- 
ple since a century. 

In a statementreleased here Tuesday, 
Imran Khan said, that Russia was bent 
upon to take revenge of its defeat in 
1996 at the hands of Chechen people 
hence Russia wanted a complete de- 
struction and genocide of Chechnya 
and his people. 

Tmr<ii| Khnn tH*» RtiK<«i}|n ait***'*-* 



ties should resolve the problem through 
dialogue instead of the way of massacre 
of Chechen people. 

He was of the i^iew that the Security 
Council of the UN was bound to pressu- 
rise Russia as was mentioned in the UN 
charter to inake peace in the region.But 
(Ml the otlier hand UN'was avoiding to 
honour the sanctity ^f hitman life as not 
pressing Rus^iato accept Qiechen Presi* 
d(&nt Altaian Maskhanadpv*s offer for 
dialogue and jointiy take action against 
terrorism and terrorists,he remaiiced. 

Reacting to the recently imposed UN 
sanctions on Afghanistan he said that 
the war-stricken people were already 
facing difficulties and sanctions would 



Pakistan would also be under burden 
as in the result of sanctions Afglumi 
people would come back to Pakistan 
again, he added. 

« He said that by imposing sanctions 
against Afghanistan, the UN has lost 
whatever littie credibility it has of act- 
ing as an intomational aibitrator for the 
promotion of peace and hormony in the 
world.He ^estioned the logic of not 
imposing sanctions against India for 
refusing to implem<^nt the Security 
Council resolutions and on Russia for 
unleashingareign of terror in Chechnya. 

Khan said that it was ironic that in- 
stead of imposing sancAkms against Rus- 
aa the intematkxial community is helping 



NATION 



1 7 W 1539 



I 

^ff\an\s\an n\(ews Gapping 



r J 



CO 



o 

2i 



o 

a, 



O 

OS 



Pakistan assures Y 
on Afghan transit 



ISLAMABAD (APP) - Pakistan 
Wednesday assured Afghan govern- 
ment that it would make every effort to 
resolve the issues of transit trade while 
keeping in view its implications for Is- 
lamabad*s ecopomy as well. 

This assurance was given by Minis- 
ter for Gommcrce, Industries and Pro- 
duction Abdul Razak Dawood in a 
meeting with MouM Abdul Jalil, Dep- 
uty Foreign Minister for Ti^e. 

He said all matters would be resolved 
through mutual consultations, he said. 

While welcoming the delegation, 
Ministt^ for Commerce reiterated the 
desire of the Government and people 
of Pakistart to help their Afghan breth- 
ren to the maximum possible extent. 

The Afghan Deputy Minister recip- 
rocated the feelings of love and Mend- 

He hq)ed that all pending issues of 
transit trade would be thonmghly dis- 
cussed and resolved in the meeting of 
the experts. 

Later. Pak-Afghan talks were held to 
resolve the issue of transit tracte keep- 
ing in view of its implications for Paki- 
stan's economy.** Pakistan Minister for 
Commerce Abdul Razak Dawood told 
Taliban Deputy Foreign Minister Maul- 

Imran for lifting 

of UN curbs 
on Afghanistan 

RP.Bureau Report 

ISLAMABAD - Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf chief Imran Khan 
has called for lifting the United 
Nations sanctions on Afghanistan 
to save the Afghan people from 
more sufferings 

In a , statement released here 
Tuesday, he said that ^recently- 
imposed UN sanctions on 
Afghaiiistan would create further 
problems for the war stricken peo- 
ple. He said that by imposing sanc- 
tions agaihst Afghanistan, the UN 
has lost whatever jcredibility it had 
of acting as an international arbi- 
trator for the promotion of peace 
and hormony in the worid. 

Imran also urged the UN 
Security Council to impose sanc- 
tions on Russia for committing 
atrocities against the Chechen peo- 
ple since long. He said that it was 
ironic that instead of imposing 
sanctions against Russia, the inter- 
national community is helping 
Russia by providing economic as- 
sistance. 



vi Abdul Jalil. 

The two sides decided that experts of 
the two sides would meet on Thursday 
in Islamabad to settle the pending is- 
sues of transit trade, to make the trade 
beneficial for the two countries, an of- 
ficial statement said.\ 

The statement quoted Pakistan Com- 
merce Minister as reiterating the gov- 
ernment desire to help their Afghan 
brethren to the maximum possible ex- 
tent. The Afghan Deputy Minister re- 
ciprocated the feelings of love and 
friendship and hoped that alj pressing 
issues of transit trade would be thor- 
oughly discussed and resolved in the 
experts' meeting. 

Meanwhile, the Afghan ambassacbr 
said in a statement that econ(»nic sanc- 
tions imposed by the Security Council 
contradict all international rules and 
regulations. 

*The UN has always taken unilateral 
decisions on Afghanistan and none of 
its decisions was effective enough to re- 
solve the Afghan conflict. While Af- 
ghanistan expended 20 yesoi ^^destruc- 
tive war and stOl is fkdng the Itiqx^ 
. which even worsen the situ^ion aidcans- 
es more problems," Syed Mohmnmad 
Haqqani said in a statement. 

Islamabad 
allows Kabul 



i Sanctionsionf^ 7 
Afghanistan to 
affect Pakistan: FM 

u/f^"^,^^ ^-Porcign Min- 
ister Abdul Sattar has said Pakistan 
would also suffer because of the UN 
sanctions on Afghanistan. 

P'^istan has 

already harboured one million Afghan 
feftigees and further tension in Afghan- 

•la^u.T'*' Pakistan's ability to 
tackle the cnsis. 

•TTje UN US. Britain andpdiercoun. 
T^o u Afghanistaii ever smct 
1989 However, we cannot do so. 

I^t'^T^ to suffer the conse- 
queiwes. the Foreign Minister said. 

Asked a Pakistan is concerned over 
fte sammons why isit not pressurizing 

TBlitan to accept UN demands and turn 
over Osama bin Laden, he sibd the UN 
should not^put the burden of what it 
want* on Pakistan. "There are mmy 
olher countnes. whidi can woric for a 
setUement with the Afghan govern- 
n»nt. he said. \ ■ / . > . . . ■ 

He said the United States. Euiope and 
others are far-off and they would not 
tace the consequences of sanctions. 
But we are a country, which has a lone 
border with A^ghanistm as we already 
host 12 million Afghan refugees" 
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to buy wheat 

By Hasan Akhtar 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 17: Pakistan 
has agreed to let Afghanistan buy 
its wheat reqtiirements from here 
through official channels, a gov- 
ernment spokesman said here on 
Wednesday. 

The official deal for the trans- 
port of this badly-needed food item 
was agreed at meeting between 
the Taliban ambassador, Syed 
Mohammad Haqqani, and food 
ministry officials/The agreement 
between Kabul and Islamabad is 
the first one since the UN sanc- 
tions on Afghs^nistan came into 
force on Nov 14. The UN Security 
Coimdl imposed the sanctions on 
the US initiative, which demanded 
that the Taliban ruler Mullah 
Mohammad Umar should hand 
over Saudi millionaire Osama bin \ 
Laden to Wiashington to stand trial 
for having allegedly mastertninded 
the bombing US embassies in 
Tanzania and Nairobi last year. 



The Taliban leader offered the 
US authorities to help indictment 
of Osama on the US charges 
in Kabul under Islamic laws of 
justice, which Washington 
declined. 

Food ministry officials con- 
firmed that Pakistan had agreed to 
Kabul's request to purchase its 
wheat requirements, most of which 
had been hitherto available to the 
Afghan people largely through 
non-official commercial channels. 
Pakistan had agreed to let Kabul 
import about 600,000 tons in 1997, 
but the Afghan government pur- 
chased only 20,000, because pre- 
sumably all the needed wheat or 
wheat flour was available freely at 
market rates. ' 

However, the UN sanctions on 
Afghanistan have started putting 
Pakistanis own limited resotirces 
under pressure and areas in the 
north-west of the country are 
re)>orted to be experiencing food 
shortages, specially of wheat and 
wheat flour, since the prevalent 
Pakistan rate is around Rs9 a kflo 
as against Pak Rs30 in 
Afghanistan. , 
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ANP favours negotiated 

solution to AfghL issue 



From Our Correspondent 

PESHAWAR - Announcing support 
to the negotiated solution to the long- 
awaited Afghan conflict, the Awami 
National Party leaders have declared 
that until and vnless the issue remains 
unresolved^ peace in the region will be 
a far cry. 

The ANP leaders including central 
President Asfandyar Wall Khan and 
former president Ajmal Khattak ex- 
pressed the^ yiews while talking to a 
delegation o£ime Council for Under- 
standing an^National Unity of Afghani- 
stan here on Monday. 

The Afghan Council for Understand- 
mg and National Unity Delegation was 
headed by its President Pir Mohammad 
Etemadi and also comprising Hakeem 
Aryubi, Dr. Ahmad YousafNooristani, 
Dr. Rahim Pushtoonyar, Haji Syed 
Usman Agha and Shehzada Masud. 
While the ANP leackars Asfandyar Wall 
Khan and Ajmal Khattak were sup- 
ported by party's Provincial Secretary 
General Mohammad Saleem Khan Ad- 
vocate. . ; 



The CUNUA leaders briefed the ANP 
leadership about their purposes regard- 
ing meetings with local politicians and 
letdersofvanouspolidci^ parties which 
is their sincere support the efforts re- 
garding resolving of the conflict. They 
said that political forces and politicians 
from NWFP and BaliK;histan in par- 
ticular and rest of Pakistan in getieral 
need U) pressurise the federal govemr 
moit first to halt eVery sort of financial 
and military suppcHt td tl^ warring fac- 
dons and secondly extend help to peace 
loving Afghans who want return of 
peace.; • 

On these issues, the CUNUA and 
ANP leaders exchanged views m depth 
and agreed for extending further coop- 
eration to each other. The ANP leaders 
assured the CUNUA delegation of sup- 
porting their demand for convening a 
meeting of traditional Loya lirga which 
is need of the hours. Similarly, the ANP 
lead^hip also backed the efforts, of 
f cmner king Mohammad Zlahir Shah for 
finding out a negotiated solution to the 
confiict 

Speaking on the occasion, Asfandyar 



Wali Khan recalled that they since a 
l(mg have been opposing eveiy sort of 
foreign interfKcnce in affairs of Af- 
ghanistanandstressing for leaving alone 
the Afghans to resolve tiieir problems 
according to tiidr own rich traditions. 
In this C(Hinecti6n, the ANP leader re- 
marked, we believe that unless resolv- 
ing the Afghan conflict, no one could 
ensure peace aiul securi^ in die vs^ole 
region." 

Former central president of ANP and 
suspended member Senator Ajmal 
Khattak while announcing his support 
in favour of the Rome, Italy Conference 
said,** forn^ king Mohammad Zahir 
Shah could be considered a symbol of 
Afghan unity. 

** Elaborating his point of view, he 
said that in the last 20 years,Mohammad 
Zahir Shah has not only played a neu- 
tral role but even he had led the 
Afghans* He was of the firm belief 
that through such type of confer- 
ences and intra- Afghan negotiatioils, 
former king Mctocunad Zalur Shah 
could pull Afghanistan and its people 
out of existing problems. 
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Afghan orphans study during a class at a Kabul orphanage, Tuesday in 
Afghanistan. Hundreds of Afgmmmmd study at orphanage. Most of 
the kids lost their fathers and mothers in rocket attacks during fightings 
among warring Afghan factions. Orphanage is suffering from shortage of 
funds due to bad economy of Afghmmm ^^Is at orphanage are fear- 
ing it will be worst after sanctions by the United Nations. The UN asked 
Afghanistan government to handover Osama bin Laden, a Saudi dissident 
wanted by FBI in bombings of Amarican embassies In Kenya aits mmiat 
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Opposition rejects Taliban's 
truce and Zahir's talks offers 



KABUL: Afghanistan's opposition 
fighters Tuesday scoffed at a truce 
offer from the mling Taliban militia 
and rejected the talks offer by a for- 
mer Afghan monarch Zahir Shah to 
end the on-going fighting. 

They accused the Islamic funda- 
mentalists of turning the war-torn na- 
tion into another Chechnya. The TeJ- 
iban's chief, Mulla Mohammad Omar, 
had offered to stop fighting if both 
sides in the Afghan war sent troops 
together to defend Chechnya from 
Russian attack. But the Afghan oppo- 
sition, ^^ch has doggedly held on to 
a small slice of land in the country*s 
northeast, dismissed the offer. "He 
has lost his mind. Ls not there enough 
fighting in Afghanistan that we have 
to go to Chechnya?" said Mohammad 
Eshaq, a senior spokesman for oppo- 
sition commander Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood. "These utterances are just to 
cheat the people, the outside world 
and his own followers," he said. 

Omar, whose Taliban control 80 



per cent of Afghanistar^f wanted to 
bring together Muslims Sicross the 
world to fight for Chechnya. "He 
makes such statements in order to 
cover his own deeds here. He has 
made another Chechnya out of 
Afghanistan," Eshaq said. 

Afghani^n's opposition leaders 
1\ies(£iy also dismi^ed an attempt by 
their former monarch to arrange talks 
to end fluting in the war-torn coun- 
try 

Mohammad Zahir Shah, who ruled 
Afghanistan as king more than 20 
years ago, wanted to caU a meeting of 
influential Afghans for November 22 
to decide the country's fate. But Gen- 
eral Sayed Hussain Anwari, a senior 
official in the opposition forces, said 
the idea was impractical since both 
the opposition and the ruling Tediban 
militia were excluded. "It is clear that 
without the participation of the two 
sides involved in the issue how can 
one expect results from this gather- 
ing," Anwari said. 



King Zahir Shah intended to call a 
traditional Loya Jirgah, or grand as- 
sembly, of influential Afghans to seek 
a negotiated settlement to the fight- 
ing. The former monarch, who has 
lived in self-imposed exile in Rome 
since he was toppled in a court coup 
in 1 97a, has invited 55 Afghans to the 
meeting, including former president 
Sebghatuliah Miyadeddi and Pir 
Sayed Ahmad GUani, leader of the Na- 
tional Mamie Front of Afghanistan. 

Anti-llaliban leaders, including for- 
mer pre^dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
met early this week in the northeast- 
ern province of Takhar to debate the 
mitiative, Anwari said. They protested 
that any gathering Utat excluded the 
TaUban and opposition groups would 
further complicate the issue, he said. 
"The Jirgah should be held inside 
Afghanistan and its members, after 
being appomted by an authorised 
commission, should have the ability 
to solve tiie country's problems," he 
said.— AFP 



Afghan opposition says 
UN relief still awaited 



KABUL, Nov 26: The Afghan 
opposition alliance said on Friday 
the United Nations had not sent aid 
for tens of thousands of displaced 
people in its Panj^er valley strong- 
hold even thou^ the Taliban gov- 
ernment gave permission last week. 

^'Nothing has been done since die 
Taliban last week said that the UN 
aid convoys are allowed to go to 
Panjsher," main opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood told 
Reuters by satellite phone from an 
unspecified location in northeast- 
em Afghanistan. 

**The United Nations has failed to 
do a scant job so far and should 
have no reason to say that they 
can't send aid now,** he said. 

The Panjsher is Masood*s main 
bastion and where some 65,000 dis- 
placed people are sheltering in pu1> 
lie buildings and mosques after flee- 
ing their villages north of Kabul 
during an anti-opposition Taliban 
off ensive in July. 

After several weeks of talks and 
UN persuasion, the Taliban said on 
Nov 20 that it had no objection to 
the dispatch of humanitarian aid to 
Panjsher across its front lines. 

UN chief humanitarian coordina- 
tor for Afghanistan Erick de Mull 



weiit to Kabul to get Taliban clear- 
ance for the Panjsher operation 
before the harsh winter blocks 
mountain passes on the route to the 
twisting valley beneath the 
Hindukush mountains. 

^We have had two snowfalls and 
the weather is freezing. They 
(United Nations) have lost many 
opportunities, but still can send 
supplies if they want before more 
snow covers the area which would 
make the work difficult,** Masood 
said. 

He said foreign aid agencies 
based in Panjsher had helped the 
displaced families one way or 
another, but that was not enough. 

**There are some families which 
have no tents or blankets, and ^me 
individual cases of illness caused by 
the chilly weather have been 
reported. So it is better to prevent 
(a disease) before it becomes an 
epidemic and send aid as quickly as 
possible.** 

Masood dismissed media reports 
that he survived an assassination 
attempt when one of his senior com- 
manders, Najmuddin Wasiq, was 
killed in an ambush in the north- 
eastern town of Faizabad on 
TueMiay.-^Reuters 
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l^e//erf ^fgAa/; wo/nen ^i/eue up at the counter of Kabul's post office to send 
mil to loved ones mrseas Friday in the last week before the United Ma- 
tfm mm^m ammaly eat mam aff from the outside world. The UN de- 
cided last month to impose sanctions on Afghanistan's Islamic Taliban 




A vendor has hung waistcoats at shops in the now-closed currency exchat^ 
market in ChowkYadgarln Peshawan-^ Pbete by Syad Haldar Shah 
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SAVEH- World Food Programme Executive-Dkector Catherine Bertim (C) of the United States stands among A£^^ f ^.^^rr^r^ 
S on Sesday^^ said that the WFP wfll ta««toe te hfi^ to the Ai^ refugees in ton. I»a fao<t> some two inillk» refugee*, 
campm u«u-jr 14 niflllon Afghan and 600.(KK) Iraqis 1^ 
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An Afghan boy passes in front of burnt houses near Khwajaghar, in northeastern Afghanistan, on 
Wednesday . Taliban militia members burnt several houses and destroyed dozens of villages, leaving 
behind thousands homeless after an offensive against opposition forces in northern Afghanistan. -AFP 




PAI^SHIR VALLEY: An didi^y >lighan wanns himself outside his refugee camp here after fleeing his home 
diuing tl» summer when fighting raged in Shomali plains, north of Kabul. — AFP 
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Afghan Opposition 
welcomes Zahir's 
talks offer 

KABUL (AFP) - Af^anistan*s op- 
position commanders said Thursday 
they welcomed talks in Italy arranged 
by the country's former king 
Mohammad Zaher Shah on the future 
of the war-torn country. 

On Monday 70 delegates including 
Afghan technocrats, ex-government ' 
officials and political figures, includ- 
ing women, attended the meeting held 
in Rome. 

Abdullah, a senior spokesman for 
the anti-Taliban opposition, said they 
hoped the meeting would lead to an 
elected government 

* We have always supported peaceful 
activities and expect every peace proc- 
ess to pave the ground for national 
participation and an elected govern- 
ment,* he said. 

*We welcome the Rome process as 
the fu^t positive step to create a just 
peace,* Abdullah added. 

The Islamic Taliban militia now rule 
most of Afghanistan and are fighting 
the opposition conunanders, who hold 
a slice of the country's northeast. Af- 
ghanistan has been riven by war since 
die Soviet invasion in 19.79. 

Representatives from the United 
Nations. Italy, the United States, Ger- 
many. France, Switzerland, Pakistan, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and Turkey attended 
the meeting as observers. 

Former Afghan President 
Sebghatullah Mujadeddi and Pir Sayed 
Ahmad Gailani, Leader of the National 
Islamic Front of Afghanistan were also 
there. 

The Tjdiban have dismissed the move 
by the Afghan former monarch, who 
has lived in Italy since 1973 after he 
was toppled by his cousin President 
Mohammad Daud. 

Abdullah said the next step would be 
to hold a grand assembly, or Loya 
Jirgah, a traditional Afghan meeting to 
resolve disputes. 



Fatwa against 
Osama 
issued 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 19: Muslim 
scholars supporting the Afghan 
opposition have issued a fatwa 
d^aring the execution of Osama 
bin Laden would be legal under 
Mamie Shariat law, a report said 
on Friday. 

The religious decree was issued 
after a meeting in the opposition 
stronghold of Taloqan, in nortiiem 
Afghanistan, on Tuesday, the AIP 
said. 

The fatwa accused bin Laden of 
"arming and funding the ruling 
Taliban militia to continue blood- 
shed in Afghanistan,** the news 
service said. 

No comment was immediately 
available from the opposition. 

The clerics, loyal to ousted 
Afghan president Burhanuddin 
RabbaD^, also charged the Saudi 
millionaire had ''rebelled** against 
Rabbani*s Islamic i^vemment, the 
agency saM. 

"The execution of bin Laden will 
therefore be not un-Islamic,** ATP 
quoted die fatwa as saying. 

Bin Laden, who arrived in 
Afghanistan during Rabbani's 
regime, has been staying in the 
country as a guest of the hardline 
Islamic Taliban militia.— AFP 
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opposition 

captures 
Taliban-held 
area 

ISLAMABAD, Nov 1: Afghan 
opposition forces on Monday 
flushed out the ruling Taliban mili- 
tia from an important district in 
northern Sare Pul province after 
heavy fighting, the AIP reported. 

It said Sung Charak district fell 
after five hours of fighting which 
erupted overnight following a mas- 
sive attack by the anti-Taliban 
troops. 

TThe fighting was very heavy, it 
said adding the rival forces 
used heavy artillery and rockets. At 
least nine people were killed on 
both sides, it said without giving 
details. 

The news service said fighting 
was now going on in the nearby 
pass of Darre Gosf andi. 

AIP said opposition sources 
claimed the governor of Sare Pul, 
Aminullah Amin died in the fight- 
ing for control of the pass. 

Independent confirmation was 
not immediately available. It said 
the opposition alliance was bringing 
in reinforcements more assaults on 
Taliban troops in Sare Pul. 

The attack came after recent 
opposition victories in northern 
Samangan province where the op- 
position last week claimed to have 
overrun several key towns in the 
strategic Darre Sauf area. — ^AFP 
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Three killed 
in Taliban 
bombing 

KABUL, Nov 1: At least three 
people were killed and seven 
injured on Monday as Taliban 
jets bombed Taloqan, capital of 
the northeastern Afghan province 
of Takhar, opposition sources said. 

General Sayed Hussain Anwari a 
spokesman for opposition conunan- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood, said the 
jets dropped several bombs on resi- 
dential areas of Taloqan, located 
close to Tajikistan's border. 

He said the aerial strikes were 
carried out by two Taliban jets. 

The Taliban ordnance included 
cluster and napalm bombs, Anwari 
claimed, adding the aircraft target- 
ed the residential districts of Pul-i- 
Shaheeda and Bagh-f-Zakheer, in 
the centre of the dty. 

However, a Taliban spokesman, 
Abdul Hal Mutmaen, from the 
Kandahar base denied the opposi- 
tion charge. 

Anwari said the air raids on 
Masood's stronghold of Taloqan 
were in retaliation for losses suf- 
fered by Taliban troops in the near- 
by northern province of Sar-i-Pul 
over the past few days. 

He said the opposition forces in 
their latest assault captured Topzal 
and Gosfandi districts of Sar-i-Pul 
from Taliban fighters. 

"Heavy fighting was still going 
on in the region and our forces are 
making further gains," he added. 
—AFP 



Afghan opposition 
repulses Taliban 
counter -attack 

KABUL (AFP) - Afghan opposition 
forces repulsed a counter>attack by the 
ruling Taliban militia to recapture lost 
territory in northern Afghanistan, an 
o(^sition ofHcial said Sunday. 

Mohammad Muhaqeq, a senior offi- 
cial of the northern alliance said the 
Taliban launched a heavy attack early 
Saturday to recapture Topzai and Gods> 
fan(ti districts in northern Sare Pul prov- 
ince. 

The two districts bordering Saman- 
gan province were seized by the oppo- 
sition ttoops two weeks ago, he said. 

Mohaqeq said intense fitting con- 
tinued for seven hours. After initial 
gains, the Taliban fighters retreated 
amid severe setbacks, he said. 

Speaking by satellite telefdione from 
the region, Muhaqeq said lUiban forc- 
es fled ovmiight leaving bdiind 28 bod- 
ies and 1 1 mtlitaiy vehiclies. 

At least 40 Taliban soldiers were tak- 
en prisoner during the fighting which 
has now subsided, he said. 

Independent confirmation of the 
claim was not immediately available. 

The Taliban militia holds more than 
two-thirds of Afghanistan including the 
capital Kabul while the opposition alli- 
ance fighting under ex-defence minis- 
ter Ahmad Shah Masood, controls sev- 
eral northeastern provinces. 
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